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To what extent did the Welsh ‘National Revival’ influence the identities and traditions of the Welsh Guards, South Wales Borderers, and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) between the 1860s and 1930s?                    


During the latter stages of the 19th Century and early 20th Century, Wales went through a national revival. The period between the 1860s and the 1930s saw Wales undergo a process of nation building which both saw the creation of national institutions, such as the National Library of Wales in 1907, and a growth in national consciousness, as evidenced by the creation of the National Eisteddfod.[footnoteRef:1] At the same time as the Welsh national revival, the British Army went through several reforms between the 1860s and 1930s which saw the creation of several Welsh Regiments including the Welsh Guards, South Wales Borderers, and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers.[footnoteRef:2] Many publications, including Glover and Riley’s ‘That Astonishing Infantry’: The History of The Royal Welch Fusiliers 1689-2006 and Royale’s Anatomy of a Regiment, have been written describing both their histories and Welsh identities.[footnoteRef:3] What is interesting though is that very little research has been done examining the possible influence that Wales’ ‘national revival’ had on the listed regiments’ histories and traditions between the 1860s and 1930s. This is somewhat strange considering that the revival and the creation of the listed regiments started during the same time and that evidence suggests that the revival had some influence over their regimental identities and traditions.[footnoteRef:4] This essay therefore seeks to exploit the highlighted gap in scholarship to provide an investigation looking at to what extent that the Welsh ‘national revival’ influenced the identities and traditions of the Welsh Guards, South Wales Borderers, and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers    [1:  Martin Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The Conquest, Assimilation, and Re-Creation of Wales (Cardigan: Parthian, 2020), pp. 113-166. ]  [2:  Ray Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914 (Uckfield: The Naval and Military Press, 2020), pp. 1-219; Graham Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) (Monmouth: Copyplus of Monmouth, 1996), pp. 5-11. ]  [3:  Michael Glover and Jonathan Riley, ‘That Astonishing Infantry’: The History of The Royal Welch Fusiliers 1689-2006 (Barnsley: Pen and Sword Military, 2008), pp. 13-15; Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards (London: Michael Joseph, 1990), pp. 26-29.                                                                         ]  [4:  Trevor Royle, Bearskins. Bayonets and Body Armour: Welsh Guard 1915-2015 (Barnsley: Frontline Books, 2015), pp. 9-11; Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914, pp. 1-219. ] 

 (Militia) between the 1860s and 1930s. 

Essentially this essay will be arguing that the Welsh ‘national revival’ did affect the traditions and identities of the Welsh Guards, South Wales Borderers, and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers. It will however attempt to show that the revival influenced these regiments in different ways and to different extents. In the case of the Welsh Guards, it will be argued that the revival greatly influenced the regiment’s identity and traditions, due to it being given the status as the national regiment of Wales from its inception.[footnoteRef:5] In the case of the South Wales Borderers and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers though, it will be suggested that other factors such as government policy and military reform held more influence over their traditions and identities than the revival.[footnoteRef:6] A common theme in the essay will highlight the fact that the revival’s influence over the regiments was always predicated on how much tolerance the British government held for both the Welsh and their culture. The above will be achieved through the consultation of sources which discuss both the ‘national revival’ and the British Army between the 1860s and 1930s. The former will include works by Martin Johnes and Gwyn A. Williams with the latter including Trevor Royle and John Gaylor.[footnoteRef:7] Considering the subject extensive use will also be made of primary sources including articles from the Western Mail and regimental cap badges.  [5:  The National Army Museum, The Welsh Guards (2021) < https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/welsh-guards > [ Accessed: 5th May 2021).     ]  [6:  The National Army Museum, The South Wales Borderers (2021) < https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/south-wales-borderers > [ Accessed: 5th May 2021); Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 5-11.       ]  [7:  Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The Conquest, Assimilation, and Re-Creation of Wales, pp. 113-166; John Gaylor, Military Badge Collecting, 7th edn (Barnsley: Leo Cooper, 2003), p. 52; Gwyn A. Williams, When Was Wales? (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1985), pp. 220-251.] 


It is worth explaining why the essay is attempting to make a distinction between the South Wales Borderers, Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, and the Welsh Guards, despite the fact that they are undisputedly Welsh regiments. The reason for this distinction is because each regiment of the British Army, past and present, has its own identity and customs which have been influenced by their histories, actions on the battlefield, and government policies, especially in the case of the regiments whose identities changed due to the reforms of the 1860s and 1880.[footnoteRef:8] The documentary In the Highest Tradition best describes this situation by suggesting that the audience should view the British Army as a ‘confederation’ of different traditions and identities rather than as one large homogenous organisation.[footnoteRef:9] These individual identities even create differences between regiments from the same nation, such as the Welsh regiments described above.[footnoteRef:10] These differences are shown in secondary literature but also through the primary sources available. For instance, the Queen Regulation’s Regulations and Orders for The Army, from 1881, makes it clear that all regiments from Wales wore different badges, carried different battle honours, and held different mottos and traditions.[footnoteRef:11] It therefore is appropriate for this essay to look at how the ‘national revival’ influenced these regiments as individual units, as it can then acknowledge the unique nature of each regiment being discussed.  [8:  David French, Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and The British People, C. 1870-2000 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), pp. 10-30. ]  [9:  ‘Episode 1’, In the Highest Tradition, BBC One, 6th November 1989. 
< https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p00jvbqm/in-the-highest-tradition-episode-1> [ Accessed: 6th May 2021]. ]  [10:  French, Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and The British People, C. 1870-2000, pp. 10-30. ]  [11:  Horse Guards, War Office, The Queen’s Regulations and Orders for The Army (London: Her Majesty’s Stationary Office, 1881), pp. 1-15. ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk68533582]The first regiment that will be examined is the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia). The regiment has both a long history and a unique status within both Wales and the British Army in general. Founded in 1539 as the Monmouth Militia, the regiment is one of the oldest in the British Army and holds the distinction of being the senior regiment of the Army Reserves.[footnoteRef:12] Uniquely the regiment has always been part of the reserve forces which has allowed it to maintain its status as a militia regiment to the present day. This regiment’s inclusion in this research can be questioned due to the perception that between 1536 and the 1970s Monmouth was ruled as part of England.[footnoteRef:13] This perception stems from the fact that after the annexation of Wales in 1536 into the kingdom of England, Monmouthshire held an ambiguous position, as there was considerable confusion as to whether the county belonged to England or Wales.[footnoteRef:14] This is highlighted in Watson’s official regimental history of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) as he states that the regiment was often omitted from both English and Welsh records due to this confusion regarding Monmouth’s status within England.[footnoteRef:15] This situation however does not negate the fact that the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) was seemingly classed as a Welsh regiment by the British Army and its predecessors. This can be seen in the fact that the army has consistently viewed Monmouth as a recruiting ground for Welsh regiments and the fact that the government specifically allowed men from Monmouthshire to join the Welsh Guards from 1915, as they deemed recruits from there to be Welsh.[footnoteRef:16] The regiment has also been included as the County of Monmouth was never transferred from Wales to England, as highlighted by John Davies and to lesser extent by the politician Adam Price.[footnoteRef:17] The regiment therefore has been included since it was raised in and continues to hold links with a Welsh county. [12:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 5-11.       ]  [13:  Adam Price, Wales The First and Final Colony (Talybont: Y Lolfa Cyf, 2018), p. 35; Graham Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 5-11.       ]  [14:  Chris Williams, ‘The Monmouthshire Myth’, BBC News, 15th July 2016. 
< https://www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/36747027 > [Accessed: 6th May 2021]. ]  [15:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), p. 16. ]  [16:  Royle, Bearskins. Bayonets and Body Armour: Welsh Guard 1915-2015, p. 16. ]  [17:  John Davies, A History of Wales (London: Penguin Books, 1993), p. 4061. < https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00358G68O/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_d_asin_title_o00?ie=UTF8&psc=1 > [Accessed: the May 2021]; Price, Wales The First and Final Colony, p. 35. ] 

Considering that the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) was linked to a Welsh county one could assume that the Welsh ‘national revival’ had some influence over the regiment’s identity and traditions between 1860 and 1930. In truth though, the available evidence suggests that the ‘national revival’ had next to no sway over the regiment’s identity or traditions during this period. In fact, it appears to be government policy in Westminster which mostly influenced the identity and traditions of this unit during the period being examined.[footnoteRef:18] This can be shown through the fact that it is well documented that the regiment’s identity was formed through changes in governmental policy. For instance, the conversion of the regiment from one of infantry to engineers in 1877 was orchestrated by the British Army under the auspices of the War Office.[footnoteRef:19] This shows that governmental policy making had direct influence over the regiment’s identity as it was, they who orchestrated the conversion. It must be stressed that this was not an immediate change but a gradual transition, as an article in an 1881 edition of the Western Mail highlights that the conversion took five years.[footnoteRef:20] The primacy of the government’s influence over the regiment’s identity is also reinforced by the fact on its order the regiment had several engineering units of the reserves amalgamated into it between 1908 and 1930.[footnoteRef:21] The lists of these units complied by Graham Watson highlights that by 1930 the regiment was carrying on the traditions of former military, volunteer, and Territorial force units.[footnoteRef:22] Like the government’s decision to convert the regiment, these amalgamations show how the government could influence regimental identity by merging units together to form new regiments which carried hybrid identities influenced by those of the amalgamated units.       [18:  ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, The Western Mail, 27th June 1881, p. 3.  ]  [19:   ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, The Western Mail, 27th June 1881, p. 3.  ]  [20:  ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, The Western Mail, 27th June 1881, p. 3.   ]  [21:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 61-68. ]  [22:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 211-218.     ] 


It would be wrong to say that government policies and decisions that governed the regiment’s identity were the sole influence. The industrial development of both Wales and Monmouthshire also played a role in the formation of the regiment’s identity. Like other parts of South Wales, Monmouth became a centre of industry in both the iron and coal industries, as exemplified by the presence of the ironworks at Tredegar and Sirhowy.[footnoteRef:23] The reason that industrialisation appears to have held some sway over the regiment’s identity is because it was partly due to the industrialisation of Monmouth that the regiment was selected for conversion in 1877.[footnoteRef:24] From 1860 onward the British Government began to raise several engineer units in both the Militia and Volunteer Force to serve as a reserve for the Corps of Royal Engineers.[footnoteRef:25] In the 1868 Regulations for The Volunteer Force, it is stated that the government preferred for engineering units to be raised in industrialised areas in the United Kingdom.[footnoteRef:26] The reason was because the government believed that by raising engineering units in these areas the new units could benefit from recruitment pools which allowed for the recruitment of men who were trained engineers due to their jobs at industrial sites such as ironworks and any other establishment which required technical minded individuals in its workforce.[footnoteRef:27] This is also suggested by Graham Watson in his book Militiamen and Sappers: A History of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) where he writes:  [23:  Kevin Philips, How the Welsh Changed the World - A Tale of Two Tredegars [Film]. 2017 < https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Welsh-Changed-World-Tredegars/dp/B07F8XPBND/ref=nav_signin?dchild=1&keywords=tredegar&qid=1616426342&sr=8-1& > [Accessed: 22nd March 2021]; Adrian Vaughan, Grubs, Water and Relief: Tales of the Great Western Railway 1835-1892 (Bath: The Pitman Press, 1985), pp. 3-4. ]  [24:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 66-67. ]  [25:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 66-67. ]  [26:  War Office, Regulations for The Volunteer Force (London: Her Majesty’s Stationary Office, 1863), p. 52. ]  [27:  War Office, Regulations for The Volunteer Force, p. 52. ] 


‘The success of the industrial areas of England and Scotland in raising volunteer engineer companies may have so drained the resources of those areas that attention was focussed on Wales.’[footnoteRef:28]  [28:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 66-67. ] 


Here Watson is clearly stating that the government was actively recruiting engineering companies from industrialised areas. The quote also carries the implication that the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) were selected for conversion as they were from an industrial area which had not yet been exploited for recruitment purposes.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), pp. 66-67. ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk71288784][bookmark: _Hlk70935306]Of course, the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers was not the only regiment to have its regimental identity changed due to the change in government policy. Another such regiment was the 24th (The 2nd Warwickshire) Regiment of Foot, which became the South Wales Borderers in 1881.[footnoteRef:30] This change came about due to the Childers Reforms of 1881, which were initiated under the auspices of the Secretary of State for War, Hugh Childers.[footnoteRef:31] The reforms reorganised the army’s infantry into multi-battalion regiments which resulted in several being amalgamated to form new two battalion regiments.[footnoteRef:32] The 24th Regiment of Foot on the other hand already had two battalions, so no amalgamation was necessary.[footnoteRef:33] The reforms however did lead to the regiment being renamed the South Wales Borderers, which was thereafter based in Brecon.[footnoteRef:34] This is quite a substantial change in regimental identity as, unlike the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, which remained a Welsh Regiment, the South Wales Borderers came about through the 24th Foot being redesignated as a Welsh regiment through a name change.[footnoteRef:35] This meant that the patron saint of the regiment changed to Saint David and parts of the uniform were changed, most notably the regimental buttons, to include symbols of Wales such as the dragon.[footnoteRef:36] The inclusion of the dragons seems to have been picked deliberately as it has strong connections with Welsh military traditions. The association of the Welsh Dragon with a Welsh military tradition seemingly began when Owain Glyndwr rebelled against the English in the middle ages.[footnoteRef:37] J. S. P. Tatlock in his article ‘The Dragon of Wessex and Wales’ argues this very point, as he suggests that it was Owain Glyndŵr who first used the dragon within a military context.[footnoteRef:38] This is further argued by Terry Breverton who highlights in his book Owain Glyndŵr: The Story of the Last Prince of Wales that it was a banner of a red dragon which became the symbol of Glyndŵr’s revolt.[footnoteRef:39] This carries the implication that the dragon was chosen for the Royal Welsh, and Welsh regiments in general, by the government in Westminster, as an attempt to legitimise the identity of the Welsh regiment by resurrecting a symbol which represented a Welsh martial tradition.[footnoteRef:40] This would suggest that Government decisions certainly held great influence over the regimental identity of the Royal Welsh Borderers as it was their policy which caused the regiment to shift from being affiliated to England to Wales.         [30:  The National Army Museum, The South Wales Borderers (2021) < https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/south-wales-borderers > [ Accessed: 5th May 2021). ]  [31:  Gerry Murphy, Where Did That Regiment Go?: The Lineage of British Infantry and Cavalry Regiments at a Glance (Brimscombe: Spellmount, 2009). pp. 82-84. ]  [32:  Murphy, Where Did That Regiment Go?: The Lineage of British Infantry and Cavalry Regiments at a Glance, pp. 82-84.  ]  [33:  Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914, pp. 92-96.]  [34:  Murphy, Where Did That Regiment Go?: The Lineage of British Infantry and Cavalry Regiments at a Glance, pp. 82-84; Robin Turner, ‘How Stanley Baker made Zulu his ‘Welsh western’’, Wales Online, 4th October 2008. < https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/how-stanley-baker-made-zulu-2143977> [Accessed: 7th May 2021]. ]  [35:  Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914, pp. 92-96. ]  [36:  Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914, pp. 92-96.]  [37:  J. S. P. Tatlock, ‘The Dragons of Wessex and Wales’, Speculum, 8.2 (1933), 223-235 (p. 230). ]  [38:  Tatlock, ‘The Dragons of Wessex and Wales’, p. 230. ]  [39:  Terry Breverton, Owain Glyndŵr: The Story of the Last Prince of Wales (Stroud: Amberley Publishing, 2012), pp. 1104-1127. < https://www.amazon.co.uk/Owain-Glynd%C5%B5r-Story-Prince-Wales-ebook/dp/B007NZ2DD2/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+last+prince+of+wales+breverton&qid=1620392958&sr=8-2 > [Accessed: 7th May 2021].  ]  [40:  French, Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and The British People, C. 1870-2000, pp. 10-30. ] 


The comparisons with the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers do not stop there. As with the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, geographic location also held influence over the South Wales Borderers’ regimental identity and traditions. In the first instance, the 24th Regiment of Foot was selected to become a Welsh regiment because it was stationed in Brecon, Wales, at the time of the Childers Reforms.[footnoteRef:41] According to Robin Turner, the 24th Regiment of Foot had only a single recruiting office in Brecon in the years preceding its transformation into the South Wales Borderers.[footnoteRef:42] This would suggest that the regiment had tenuous links with Wales at best, which is made more apparent when the statements of Major Martin Everett are considered.[footnoteRef:43] He states that prior to the Childers Reforms, army regiments did not have a regimental depot, as does the modern British Army. This means that despite regiments carrying county titles, they quite often had very little to do with the counties they theoretically were affiliated to.[footnoteRef:44] This would suggest that the 2nd Warwickshire had barely any connection to Wales, as it was affiliated to an English county and possessed no regimental depot within Wales itself.[footnoteRef:45] Therefore, it is reasonable to argue that the South Wales Borderers came about through the coincidence of the 24th Regiment of Foot being stationed in Wales at the time.[footnoteRef:46] This shows that both geographic location and government policy held great sway over the regimental identity of the South Wales Borderers as it was their location and government policy that led to the 24th Regiment of Foot being transformed into the South Wales Borderers.[footnoteRef:47] [41:  Turner, ‘How Stanley Baker made Zulu his ‘Welsh western’’, 2008. ]  [42:  Turner, ‘How Stanley Baker made Zulu his ‘Welsh western’’, 2008. ]  [43:  Turner, ‘How Stanley Baker made Zulu his ‘Welsh western’’, 2008.     ]  [44:  Turner, ‘How Stanley Baker made Zulu his ‘Welsh western’’, 2008.     ]  [45:  Turner, ‘How Stanley Baker made Zulu his ‘Welsh western’’, 2008.     ]  [46:  Gerry Murphy, Where Did That Regiment Go?: The Lineage of British Infantry and Cavalry Regiments at a Glance, pp. 82-84.]  [47:  Gerry Murphy, Where Did That Regiment Go?: The Lineage of British Infantry and Cavalry Regiments at a Glance, pp. 82-84.] 


As stated above, the South Wales Borderers and the Royal Monmouthshire Engineers were heavily influenced by the industrialisation of Wales, geographic locations, and the changes in government policy towards the British Army. What has not been discussed though is the effect that British military history had on these regiments. A unique feature of the British army’s regimental system is that history has just as much influence on a regiment’s identity as government policy and the geographic location that a regiment is affiliated to.[footnoteRef:48] Between the 1860s and the 1930s the South Wales Borderers and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) were not an exemption to this rule. For instance, the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia’s) name may seem strange to readers as it contains the words ‘Royal’ twice in its name. This name came about largely due to the history of the regiment combined with governmental policy. Originally the regiment gained the designation of being a ‘Royal’ regiment when it was still known as the Monmouth and Brecon Militia in 1804.[footnoteRef:49] The second ‘Royal’ came in 1896 when the British Government decided to improve connections between the engineering units of the Militia and Volunteers and the wider Corps of Royal Engineers.[footnoteRef:50] This required a name change which reflected history of the regiment with the use of the word ‘Royal’ being used twice to reflect both the regiment’s history and its status within the Royal Corps of Engineers.[footnoteRef:51] Essentially, the history of the regiment was a key influence when it came to naming the Regiment in 1896 and is still used today in the present.  [48:  Byron Farwell, For Queen and Country: A Social History of the Victorian and Edwardian Army (London: Allen Lane: 1981), pp. 17-48. ]  [49:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), p. 210. ]  [50:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), p. 210.]  [51:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), p. 210. ] 


As with the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) the military history of the South Wales Borderers, especially the actions of the regiment during the Anglo-Zulu War, shaped its identity. Whilst the regiment was still known as the 24th Regiment of Foot, the regiment fought at both the Battles of Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana.[footnoteRef:52] It was due to the effort of the regiment at both these battles that Queen Victoria, in 1880, granted the regiment the privilege of incorporating a wreath into the colours.[footnoteRef:53] The wreath was later incorporated into the badges of the regiment which already carried the Welsh dragon.[footnoteRef:54] This provides an example of how the history of the regiment influenced the regiment’s identity as it highlights how the regiment’s identity celebrated both its links to Wales and its history. Whilst the above is correct it would be wrong to omit the point that the Welsh ‘national revival’ appears to have influenced how the regiment celebrated its history especially when the 24th Regiment of Foot became the South Wales Borderers in 1881.[footnoteRef:55] An article in the Cardiff Times which was written just after the creation of South Wales Borderers suggests that some saw the regiment’s actions at the Rorke’s Drift as being important because Welshmen won many of the VCs which were awarded to combatants who fought in the action.[footnoteRef:56] This could be an indication of the nascent beginnings of Welsh nationalism starting to celebrate the achievements of a military action that would eventually become to be viewed especially as a Welsh victory.[footnoteRef:57] In essence it could be argued that, because of the growing feelings of nationhood during the period, the ‘national revival’ may have started to influence the regiment to view the Battle of Rourke’s as being a Welsh victory.  [52:  D. H. Parry, The V.C.: Its Heroes and Their Valour, From Personal Accounts, Official Records, and Regimental Tradition (London: Cassell and Company Ltd, 1923), pp. 241-272. ]  [53:  Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914, pp. 92-96.]  [54:  Westlake, A Guide to the British Army’s Line Infantry Regiments 1881-1914, pp. 92-96. ]  [55:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: Its Histories and Achievements’, The Cardiff Times, 2nd July 1881. P. 3.    ]  [56:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: Its Histories and Achievements’, The Cardiff Times, 2nd July 1881. P. 3; Victoria Cross details of Private William Jones, The National Archives, WO 98/4/38. < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D7231207 > [Accessed: 16th February 2021]. ]  [57:  James W. Bancroft, Zulu War VCs: Victoria Crosses of The Anglo-Zulu War 1879 (Barnsley: Frontline Books, 2018), pp. 70-123; ‘Episode 1: The Royal Welsh’, Regimental Stories, BBC Four, 5th November 2018. < https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b014v51m > [Accessed: 8th May 2021]. ] 


As stated in the above paragraphs, the Welsh ‘national revival’ had very little influence over the Royal Monmouth Royal Engineers (Militia) and South Wales Borderers. The reason for this, as previously discussed, is that the evidence does not show the ‘national revival’ as being a strong influence over the identities of these regiments between 1860 and 1930. This suggestion largely stems from the fact that both regiments were either raised or transformed during a period where Wales and the Welsh had very little influence over Welsh regiments.[footnoteRef:58] The only reason that these regiments were projected as being Welsh was because the British government and army allowed them to.[footnoteRef:59] The Welsh identity of these regiments was not created by the Welsh, but by the British Government who only started to do this once they realised it was in their interest to do so.[footnoteRef:60] It is not claimed that it was the British government which created modern Welsh identity, as it was the Welsh themselves who developed their own sense of nationhood throughout the 19th Century. Martin Johnes for instance in his book Wales: England’s Colony?: The Conquest, Assimilation, and the Re-Creation of Wales notes how Welsh nationhood was re-created through a mixture of Welsh non-conformism, the development of Welsh Liberalism, and the growing political consciousness of the Welsh, especially those in the industrial areas of South Wales.[footnoteRef:61]  [58:  French, Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and The British People, C. 1870-2000, pp. 10-30. ]  [59:  French, Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and The British People, C. 1870-2000, pp. 10-30. ]  [60:  French, Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and The British People, C. 1870-2000, pp. 10-30.]  [61:  Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The Conquest, Assimilation, and the Re-Creation of Wales, pp. 113-153.    ] 


Whilst the ‘national revival’ had very little influence over the two regiments described above it certainly had a stronger influence over the Welsh Guards, which were raised in 1915.[footnoteRef:62] Unlike the other units mentioned in this essay, the Welsh Guards was founded during a year of conflict during the First World War.[footnoteRef:63] The formation of the regiment was largely brought about due to the support of the Welsh members of the upper classes and eminent Welsh politicians such as David Lloyd George.[footnoteRef:64] Trevor Royale writes in his regimental history of the Welsh Guards that the calls for the raising of a Welsh regiment of foot guards began shortly after the creation of the Irish Guards in 1900.[footnoteRef:65] He states that Welsh landed gentry and politicians argued for the creation of a Welsh Guards regiment as it was unfair that England, Scotland, Ireland already possessed such regiments. Essentially, they thought that for Wales to be seen as an equal part of the United Kingdom, Wales had to be given its own guards regiment.[footnoteRef:66] Unlike the previously discussed regiments, several Welsh newspapers such as the Western Mail and the Daily News, actively campaigned for the creation of the regiment.[footnoteRef:67] More importantly though, Welsh cultural organisations which promoted Welsh traditions also joined the fight. The most important is perhaps the Cymmrodorian Society, which both created the National Eisteddfod Society and protected other Welsh cultural phenomena.[footnoteRef:68] Their group appears to have prominence in this matter, as they petitioned W. St John Brodick, who was the Secretary of State for War between 1900 and 1903. This petition is very important as it indicates that one of the core reasons for their involvement was because the society felt that the creation of a Welsh Guards regiment would recognise both Welsh and the sacrifice which Welsh soldiers had made for King and country.[footnoteRef:69]  [62:  The National Army Museum, The Welsh Guards (2021) < https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/welsh-guards > [ Accessed: 5th May 2021).     ]  [63:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 26-29. ]  [64:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.  ]  [65:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 24-25. ]  [66:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 24-25.]  [67:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 24-25; ‘Proposed Regiment of Welsh Guards’, The Western Mail, 6th June 1901, p. 5. ]  [68:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 24-25. ]  [69:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 24-25] 


The ‘national revival’ appears to have greatly influenced the identity of the Welsh Guards thanks to its uniqueness when it is compared to other Welsh regiments from the period. An article in the Clifton Society from 1915 titled ‘The Welsh Guards Establishment’ establishes this uniqueness as it discusses the Order in Council which created the regiment.[footnoteRef:70] What makes the Welsh Guards different to other Welsh regiments is that it was raised from scratch. As the article explains the regiment was raised by an Order in Council by King George V in the second year of the First World War.[footnoteRef:71] This means the Welsh Guards is the only regiment from Wales which has been regarded as being Welsh from the day of its raising. This primarily came about through the fact that the Welsh patriot David Lloyd George was one of the leading figures in the Liberal Government in power at the time.[footnoteRef:72] He was a known supporter of the proposal to create the Welsh Guard and it appears he went to great lengths to ensure that the regiment was representative of Wales and the Welsh.[footnoteRef:73] This article on its own though does not indicate why it was the ‘national revival’ which caused this shift in policy, but it shows why the Welsh Guards was, and still is, unique among Welsh Regiments.[footnoteRef:74]         [70:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, Clifton Society, 11th March 1915, P. 5.  ]  [71:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, Clifton Society, 11th March 1915, P. 5.  ]  [72:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.  ]  [73:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.  ]  [74:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, Clifton Society, 11th March 1915, P. 5.                  ] 

 
The reason Lloyd George’s involvement is important for a discussion surrounding the national revival’s influence on the Welsh Guards is because it appears it was his involvement which allowed the ‘national revival’ to influence the identity and traditions of the Welsh Guards.[footnoteRef:75] Trevor Royal is insistent on this point, as it is he who suggests that the regiment may have never been formed if it were not for Lloyd George. He points to the fact that Lord Kitchener and other officials within the British Army objected to the creation of the Welsh Guards as they distrusted Welsh non-conformism.[footnoteRef:76] He states the regiment only came about because the King George V became a supporter of the Welsh Guard’s creation and Lord Kitchener conceded in the face of both the King’s position and the Lloyd George’s political cache.[footnoteRef:77] The reason that it can be argued that Lloyd George’s involvement allowed for the ‘national revival’ to influence the Welsh Guards’ identity, was because it gave him and his supporters the confidence to force the army to create a Guards Regiment which would recruit out of Wales and represent it through both its traditions and symbols. This is not a supposition, as multiple authors have implied or suggested that the ‘national revival’ bolstered the power of Lloyd George and his fellow liberals. Angela Gaffney implies this through her description of how Lloyd George was able to garner a support base for the First World War through his tours of Wales during 1914.[footnoteRef:78] Gwyn A. Williams suggests the Welsh members of parliament held great power due to the number of seats they held in Parliament.[footnoteRef:79] He is careful to stress though they were not powerful enough to act independently.[footnoteRef:80] They did however hold enough power to break or make the policies of the government, which is why governments tended to acknowledge them from the 1870s onwards.[footnoteRef:81] [75:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.  ]  [76:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.  ]  [77:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.   ]  [78:  Angela Gaffney, Aftermath: Remembering the Great War in Wales (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2000), p. 10-11. ]  [79:  Gwyn A. Williams, When Was Wales?, pp. 220-251. ]  [80:  Gwyn A. Williams, When Was Wales?, pp. 220-251.]  [81:  Gwyn A. Williams, When Was Wales?, pp. 220-251. ] 


So how do we know that this involvement allowed the ‘national revival’ to influence the identity and traditions of the Welsh Guards? Most importantly it appears that the strength of the ‘national revival’ forced the Government to allow the celebration of Welsh culture. There is an article from the newspaper Llais Llafur, dated to 1915, which describes a visit by a detachment of the Welsh Guards to Cardiff as part of a recruiting drive.[footnoteRef:82] The article makes much of the fact that the detachment was made up of a choir which gave a concert of Welsh hymns. More importantly though there is the apparent incorporation of a Welsh language song into the unit’s repertoire. The article is quite explicit in mentioning that the soldiers sang the song Sospan Fach, along with British martial songs in common use throughout the army.[footnoteRef:83] This is important as it would suggest that there was enough pressure from the politicians involved in the Welsh Guards’ founding to force the government into allowing Welsh to be used within the regiment. It is suggested by Martin Johnes in one of his essays that by the Second World War there was a tolerance for Welsh which appears to have started during the First World War around the time of the Welsh Guard’s creation.[footnoteRef:84] Something which appears to have come about because the ‘national revival’ forced the government to become more tolerant towards the Welsh especially given the fact, they authorised the creation of the Welsh Guards.[footnoteRef:85]       [82:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, Llais Llafur, 31st July 1915, p. 1.  ]  [83:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, Llais Llafur, 31st July 1915, p. 1.   ]  [84:  Martin Johnes, ‘Welshness, Welsh Soldiers and the Second World War’, in Fighting for Britain? Negotiating Identities in Britain during the Second World War, ed. by Wendy Ugolini and Juliette Pattinson (Oxford: Peter Lang, 2015), pp. 65-88 (pp. 65-88).  ]  [85:  Johnes, pp. 65-88; Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.    ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk71463421]However, whilst the above may suggest the Welsh ‘national revival’ had some effects over the Welsh Guards it also shows that the influence of it was very much down to the policy changes of the government. As explained by Trevor Royal and C. H. Dudley Ward, the regiment was founded through the support of the Secretary of State for War Lord Kitchener.[footnoteRef:86] Whilst scant evidence for this exists both cite a conversation between Kitchener and General Sir Francis Lloyd where the former ordered the latter to form the regiment.[footnoteRef:87] Evidently the ‘national revival’ only influenced the Welsh Guards because Lord Kitchener was willing to let it happen. On top of this, Kitchener initially resisted the calls to form the Welsh Guards. His change of heart as described earlier was partly down to the influence Lloyd George and his allies possessed from the Welsh political consciousness which came as part of the ‘national revival’.[footnoteRef:88] Another influence which governed the change in Kitchener’s mind was that King George V supported the creation of a Welsh Guard’s regiment.[footnoteRef:89] This means that whilst the ‘national revival’ did influence the identity of the Welsh Guards, it did so under the strictures of the British Government.[footnoteRef:90] This is perhaps exemplified by that fact that despite the national distinctions the Welsh Guards ran and presented themselves the same way as the rest of the Guards Division. Essentially despite being designed as the national regiment of Wales, the regiment was still very much as a part of the monarchy’s bodyguards and paraded itself as such.[footnoteRef:91]          [86:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 26-29; C. H. Dudley Ward, History of The Welsh Guards 1914-1918 (London: Aspects of History, 2020), pp. 5-9.  ]  [87:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 26-29, C. H. Dudley Ward, History of The Welsh Guards 1914-1918, pp. 5-9. ]  [88:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 26-29, C. H. Dudley Ward, History of The Welsh Guards 1914-1918, pp. 5-9. ]  [89:  Trevor Royle, Anatomy of A Regiment: Ceremony and Soldiering in the Welsh Guards, pp. 26-29.  ]  [90:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.     ]  [91:  Royle, Bearskins, Bayonets, and Body Armour: Welsh Guards 1915-2015, pp. 1-12.             ] 


In conclusion it is quite evident that whilst the ‘national revival’ had some influence over the traditions and identity of the Welsh Guards, it had next to no influence over the traditions and identities of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) and the South Wales Borderers between 1860 and 1930. With these regiments it was primarily government policy and history which influenced their traditions and identities. In the case of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) it was mostly government policy which influenced their identity as it was government policy which led to them becoming both an engineer regiment and part of the wider Corps of Royal Engineers. This influence was also felt by the South Wales Borders, as again it was government policy which led to the 24th of Foot being redesignated as a Welsh regiment and it being given a new name. The latter regiment though was also heavily influenced by its history. This is especially evident in the way which the Anglo-Zulu War influenced the regiment’s identity and traditions. As highlighted the war gave the regiment the tradition of carrying a wreath on their colours a tradition which was kept up until the regiment was disestablished in in 1969. 

As previously stated, the ‘national revival’ did influence the Welsh Guards as it was the revival that forced the government to concede to the idea of creating a Regiment of Foot Guards which would represent Wales within the Household Division. The strength of the revival allowed for Lloyd George to persuade Lord Kitchener and Westminster that it was in their interest to create the Welsh Guards. As stated, Welsh patriots at this only wished for Wales to be acknowledged as being equal to the rest of nations within the United Kingdom. It is undeniable though that the ‘national revival’ held sway over the regiment’s identity due to the power it gave to the Welsh establishment who used it to campaign for the creation of the Welsh Guards. The policies of Westminster and the British Army on the other hand did have a strong influence on this regiment. Despite being allowed to use a Welsh Language motto and a symbol of Wales as its cap badge, the regiment was designed to be a typical regiment of the Household Division. When it was formed, the Welsh Guards took on the identity of a guard’s regiment and conducted itself exactly like the other Guards Regiments. This is especially pertinent, as in a way the regiment owed it existence to King George V. Essentially whilst the regiment was heavily influenced by the ‘national revival’, its identity and traditions were also heavily influenced by the policies of Westminster and the British Army.                                         
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