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Located in the centre of the city of Łódź in Poland, are two equally beautiful cathedrals with very opposite architectural styles, one being the Archcathedral Basilica of St. Stanislaus Kostka, and the other is The Alexander Nevsky Cathedral. The aim is to assess the architectural style of each one, outlining their features and comparing any similarities that they may share. As well as, briefly touching on the history of them to outline their context.
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[bookmark: _Toc156125433]Context of Location
Similarly, both cathedrals are in the centre of Łódź, standing freely without being covered by any other buildings. Archcathedral Basilica of St. Stanislaus Kostka is on its own plot of land, where pedestrian access is prioritized, as although it looks onto the main road, there is no parking available. However, The Alexander Nevsky Cathedral is in Moniuszko Park where there is a small car park on site to allow access to visitors. Further access is also available for both cathedrals by tram and bus, as there are tram/bus stops near both.  
Historical Background
An architecture competition was announced in 1898 to determine the design of the church. As described by Stefański (2018), “…the first international competition in this city and one of the biggest – in terms of the number of designs sent – on Polish lands since the start of World War I.” The competition gathered attention from Polish and foreign design companies, accumulating 38 design submissions (Cathedral church of St Stanislaus Kostka - Zabytek.pl, no date). Construction began before WW1 in 1901, based on the neo-gothic design from first prize winner, Wende and Zarske company and the main building was completed in 1912 (Stefański, 2018). Later, construction of the tower completed in 1927, which was designed by Jozef Kaban (Stefański, 2018). In 1992 the cathedral gained status of an archcathedral basilica, being viewed as one of the city’s most important religious architecture. The Alexander Nevsky Church was built in the late 19th century, designed by Hilary Majewski in the neo-byzantine architecture style to provide a religious building for the small number of Orthodox Christians living in the city at that time (Orthodox church of St Alexander Nevsky - Zabytek.pl, no date).
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As shown in figure 1 and figure 2, there are government records of immovable monuments for both cathedrals, consisting of scale floor plans and orientation. Due to the nature of both, the plans display that the main entrances are on the west end, as traditionally featured in cathedrals.  Figure 1 shows the cathedral has a traditional Latin cross floor plan, reinforced by the shown orientation plan at 1:25,000 scale. Additionally, the floor plan is available at 1:500 scale with the entrances at the west end and the altar at the east end. It also visualises the layout of the rib vaults and columns on the interior, as well as the flying buttresses on the exterior which extend between each window. However, figure 2 shows that the Alexander Nevsky Cathedral has a centralised floor plan which focuses on the grand dome roof above, shown at 1:400 scale.
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	Figure 1: Stefański, K. (1993) Ewidencja zabytków nieruchomych [Records of immovable monuments.]
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	Figure 2: Stefański, K. (1990) Ewidencja zabytków nieruchomych [Records of immovable monuments.]
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Upon visual assessment of the cathedral, the design was built using pale yellow bricks and a stone trim wrapping around. The main entrance stands out under a grand pointed gothic arch which also leads through the 104m high clock tower, topped off with a long green spired roof (Cathedral church of St Stanislaus Kostka - Zabytek.pl, no date). Stone tracery is consistent throughout all the windows in the cathedral, a feature seen often in the Gothic Revival period, as well as flying buttresses lined along the sides to divide the interior bays. On the interior, the nave consists of rib vaults with pointed arch windows running along each side, of which are all stained glass, allowing vivid colours of light to come through into the cathedral. The cathedral is very bright on the interior due to the natural light beaming through the windows. Additionally, the walls are made with what appears to be off white shade of stone, and the gothic pointed arches are outlined with red brick, creating a contrast between the two.
[bookmark: _Toc156125437]Alexander Nevsky Cathedral
The Orthodox cathedral is richly decorated with vivid colours which is a distinct feature of Neo-Byzantine architecture, with royal blue and gold outlined dome rooves, one of which is situated on the front tower with four miniature golden domes on each corner of the storey below, visualising the luxury of this style. On the contrary, Alexander Nevsky Cathedral has a central floor plan, focused on the elevated dome which allows natural light in through the centre. In comparison, this cathedral is a lot darker on the interior, and very richly decorated with gold and iconostasis carved into the oak.
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With the nature of both buildings being cathedrals, both are open to the public. Also, as both are alongside main roads, the outside can be noisy due to movement of traffic. However, upon entering the cathedrals, it is expected to be a lot quieter on the inside as there are entryway’s separating the main door and the cathedral itself, blocking any noise from the outside. This is done so that services do not get disrupted by noise or movement from the outside.
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To conclude, a key point discovered is that although both buildings studied are cathedrals, the differentiation in architectural style greatly affects the floor plan, as well as the aesthetics. While neo-gothic tends to be a lot plainer in colour, it consists of intricate stone details, whereas neo-byzantine is rich in colour and decorative, with grand gold detailing. Nevertheless, both styles convey their luxury and importance to religion. In a future study, the aim would be to gather more resources from books etc, but these were difficult to find as the buildings are based in Poland.
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