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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age
According to the Cambridge dictionary (n.d.) storytelling is the process of creating, narrating, or reading stories. Kumon (2022) states that storytelling allows children to learn about various cultures, nations, and countries through the telling of stories. It can foster an understanding of other cultures and the rest of the world. 
Kumon (2022) also makes the point that, since children are encouraged to imagine themselves in the shoes of the main character of the story and think about their actions and emotions, as well as the reasons behind them, storytelling has been shown to promote empath. Similarly, BookTrust (2024) states that stories are already ingrained in children's lives and play a significant role in how they represent and express their own thoughts, feelings, and knowledge as well as how they start to comprehend the world around them. BookTrust (2024) also says that stories can continue to play a significant role in their process of creating meaning and the formation of their understanding of others, themselves, and the world.
Many theorists supports the idea of language acquisition and development of language that is linked to storytelling. According to McGilvray (2019), storytelling in the early years is significantly impacted by Chomsky's theory of language acquisition, especially his idea of Universal Grammar. McGilvray (2019) states that according to Chomsky, children can comprehend and construct language, including the complex structures included in stories, because individuals are born with the capacity to learn languages. Children are exposed to rich language use when they hear stories, which aids in their vocabulary growth. The framework that storytelling offers improves language acquisition. McGilvray (2019) explains that Chomsky emphasised that children's input has an impact on their language development. Children who are exposed to stories are able to interact with language in circumstances that are meaningful to them, which facilitates their ability to connect words and meanings. Their comprehension of language rules is strengthened by this contextual learning. By highlighting the significance of social interaction in language development, Bruner built upon Chomsky's theories. He promoted the idea of "cultural context" in education, suggesting that children acquire language and cognitive abilities primarily through storytelling. According to Bruner, stories aid in children's language development in social settings and allow them to make sense of their experiences. (Fabulingua, n.d.)
According to Arnott and Gillen (2018), excellent opportunities to help young children learn and develop critical, creative, and social skills are made possible by digital technologies. Arnott and Gillen (2018), also makes the point that although children are growing up in homes and public places with a lot of media, adults' access to and comprehension of digital technology differ greatly. This could spark the argument that traditional storytelling using a book is effortless in comparison to a digital book. 
There are many elements that allows storytelling to be engaging and successful. Within the activity, the storyteller has a strong focus on the pace and tone in which they are reading, emphasis on repetition and actions, along with telling the story in the outdoors which allows real life authentic experiences to take place. 
Pace and tone play an important role when storytelling because it draws in and holds the interest of young children, promoting participation and understanding. Cremin (2017) makes the point that children maintain their interest in the story by a changing tempo, which creates moments of thrill and expectation. On the other hand, Cremin (2017) says that slower times might provide chances for reflection and comprehension, allowing children to process what they have heard. Equally significant is tone; children may relate to characters and topics more easily when the tone is warm, playful, or dramatic. Fostering empathy and imagination, two critical components of early childhood development, depends heavily on this connection to emotion. Cremin (2017) also says that the pace and tone in storytelling also fosters language development and cognitive progress. Similarly, emphasising dynamic storytelling elements, Pinnington (2020) highlights how important it is to make stories come to life. Pinnington (2020) notes that children are better able to understand the rhythm of the story when there is drama, a change in tempo, and an engaging tone, which makes the story more memorable and engaging. This approach promotes language development and emotional connection in children by having them act out stories. This approach has been very successful in promoting inclusive education for children from a variety of linguistic backgrounds (Pinnington, 2020). This can be seen in the the traditional storytelling activity. The storyteller encourages the children to create the movements that are being made in the story. This allows children to gain a deeper understanding. Also, as Pinnington (2020) states, it allows children with a language barrier to participate and also gain an understanding of the story. 
When reading stories to young children, repetition is important since it strengthens comprehension and memory. According to Heathfield (n.d.), this method facilitates language development since it makes it simple for children to pick up new words and expressions through frequent exposure. Children are more likely to understand and remember important terminology or concepts when they are repeated. They are able to understand linguistic patterns through repetition, which facilitates the recognition and usage of new words in their own speech. Heathfield (n.d), also makes the point that the scaffolding that repetition offers helps children acquire pronunciation, structures, and collocations. Storytelling involves more than just repetition of words and phrases. Additionally, sounds and gestures can be repeated to aid in language acquisition, such as when they connect with or clarify spoken words. Dugger (2020), says that children like having the same stories told to them repeatedly because they can quickly hear and identify repetitive words and patterns in stories. It gives children the thrill that comes with learning to read by enabling them to predict words or phrases and say them out loud. Dugger (2020) also says that children become more involved and invested in a story when they are able to predict what will happen next. Their confidence is increased by this active engagement, which also motivates them to participate by repeating lines or making predictions. Storytelling becomes a shared experience as a result to this interactive element, encouraging a strong connection between the storyteller and the children that are listening. Mays (n.d.) states that storytelling repetition fosters a passion for reading and story analysis. It fosters imagination and curiosity, which aids in the development of critical cognitive and emotional abilities in young children. Children who interact with stories in this way gain empathy, critical thinking skills, and a broader awareness of the world in addition to language acquisition.
As seen in the activity, the location that in which the storytelling took place is the forest/woods. This was most appropriate for the story We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Rosen and Oxenbury (1989), as children are able to experience most of the settings that are in the book within this location. This means this setting has a real-life, authentic context to it. According to Robertson (2022), reading aloud to children outside fosters their ability to draw connections between the text and the outside environment, especially when adults are present to provide clarification. Robertson (2022) uses the example of, if a child reads about a river, they are unlikely to understand the concept completely unless they see a river and the water flowing. Similary, Bilton (2010) highlights the value of using storytelling as a means of encouraging children to interact with nature. She talks about how stories become more realistic and relatable when set in outdoor settings, which can stimulate imagination and creativity. Bilton (2010) emphasises how storytelling in natural environments fosters cooperation, active engagement, and sensory experiences—all of which help children better comprehend and relate to the stories. Bilton (2010) also offers helpful advice on how to include storytelling into outdoor activities, showing how this method encourages a love of the outdoors while also fostering language development and social skills. Edwards (2022), also makes the point that telling stories to children outside strengthens their bond with the natural world and fosters empathy and a sense of the natural world. It enhances their comprehension of the stories and the natural world by enabling children to investigate stories that are relevant to their environment. Children can benefit from outdoor storytelling by improving their linguistic abilities, creativity, and social skills—all of which are essential for their general development.
As stated by the Welsh Government (2017), storytelling is a crucial part of the Languages, Literacy, and Communication AoLE (Area of Learning). It fosters the development of important language and literacy skills and helps children communicate their ideas, feelings, and thoughts clearly. Welsh Government (2017) states that storytelling helps children improve their speaking and listening skills, which are essential for forming connections and interacting with people in a variety of settings. In order to foster critical and creative thinking and, eventually, improve children's comprehension of the world, the curriculum emphasises the value of interacting with books and stories. Through storytelling, children can modify their language use for various audiences and objectives, leading to a greater understanding of language as a means of communication and connection. (Welsh Government, 2017). 
According to Booksource (2024), children benefit greatly from reading actual books over digital ones in a number of ways. Firstly, Booksource (2024) says that research indicates that print generally improves reading comprehension and retention. Reading from real books helps children retain information better than using screens, which frequently encourage unimportant information processing. The physical experience of handling a book is linked to this enhanced comprehension because turning pages stimulates additional senses, which improves memory. Berkeley (2023) agrees and states that additionally, physical books greatly lessen distractions. Printed books foster a focused environment in contrast to digital forms that frequently interrupt reading with notifications and enable multitasking. Deeper involvement improved concentration can result from this uninterrupted experience. On the other hand, the literature review conducted by the National Literacy Trust (2016) investigates the ways in which digital technology can improve young children's early language and literacy development. It emphasises how digital technologies like e-books, apps, and videos may offer a variety of learning possibilities while promoting reading and communication skills when used skilfully. 
To conclude, both traditional and digital storytelling have both advantages and disadvantages. According to Booksource (2024), children who interact with physical books tend to remember information better, which enhances their understanding and critical thinking skills. By fostering interaction between the storyteller and the audience, traditional storytelling improves communication and connection with the story. Traditional storytelling helps children focus better on the story since there are fewer outside interruptions, which encourages greater imagination and involvement. On the other hand, digital stories may be easier to obtain. Also, the interactive components to digital stories may engage children more. However, the disadvantage to digital stories is that sometimes technology fails. Most of the time, a practitioner is able to almost instantly pick up a book, where with a digital book, there is the downside of relying on whether the technology works. The location would also have to be taken into consideration. For example, if the digital book is being read from youtube, it would need internet connection which may not be able to be used in the outdoors. 
There is a vast range of research and material available on this subject matter. The sources used in this analysis were easy to obtain, and it was not a struggle to find sources to support any writing. 
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