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Teaching observation 1 online teaching session observation
Introduction 
The journey of becoming an effective educator involves not only theoretical knowledge but also hands-on experiences. One crucial aspect of this process is the observation of seasoned teachers in action. In this reflective essay, I will explore the significant learning gained from observing an in-classroom teaching session and how these insights relate to best practices in education.


Context of observation 
The observed online health and social care teaching session took place in a virtual classroom environment, leveraging video conferencing and collaborative tools. The teacher demonstrated a sophisticated integration of technology, aligning with the recommendations of experts in the field (Anderson & Simpson, 2019). The virtual platform facilitated interactive discussions, and the instructor adeptly utilized screen sharing to present relevant materials, videos, and case studies (Smith et al., 2020).



Engagement strategies and interaction
Engagement in online learning is crucial, and the observed session exemplified best practices in this regard. The teacher employed various strategies to maintain student interest, including real-life case studies, role-playing scenarios, and group discussions (Johnson & Smith, 2018). Frequent use of polls and quizzes ensured active participation, aligning with the principles of active learning in online environments (Freeman et al., 2014).
The incorporation of breakout sessions was particularly effective in promoting collaboration among students (Brown & Green, 2017). Students were assigned to small groups to analyze and discuss case studies related to health and social care scenarios. This not only encouraged critical thinking but also provided opportunities for peer-to-peer learning and the development of teamwork skills.


Clear communication and instructions 
Clear communication is fundamental in any educational setting, and it becomes paramount in the online environment where non-verbal cues may be limited. The teacher in the observed session effectively utilized verbal communication, supplemented by written instructions and visual aids on the virtual whiteboard (Clark & Mayer, 2016). This multimodal approach catered to diverse learning styles and ensured that students received information clearly.
Moreover, the instructions for activities and assignments were structured in a concise and step-by-step manner, aligning with the principles of effective online teaching (Palloff & Pratt, 2013). This approach minimized ambiguity and provided students with a clear roadmap for their tasks.



Building Positive Teacher-Student Relationships
Inclusivity is a cornerstone of effective teaching, and the observed session demonstrated a commitment to diversity and inclusivity. The instructor employed inclusive language, recognizing and respecting the diverse backgrounds and experiences of students (Ginsberg & Wlodkowski, 2021). Additionally, the content of the session incorporated examples and scenarios from a range of cultural contexts, promoting a global perspective on health and social care issues (Banks, 2019).
The use of closed captioning during the session exemplified the instructor's commitment to accessibility (Burgstahler, 2015). This practice ensured that students with hearing impairments could fully participate in the session, aligning with the principles of universal design for learning.


Differentiation and Inclusivity
Assessment in online health and social care education goes beyond traditional exams. The observed session integrated formative assessments, quizzes, and discussions that provided ongoing feedback on student understanding (Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 2006). Quick quizzes were strategically placed throughout the session, allowing the instructor to gauge comprehension and adjust the pace of the class accordingly.
Furthermore, the teacher facilitated reflective discussions where students could share their insights and learning experiences. This qualitative feedback loop allowed for a deeper understanding of individual perspectives and learning journeys (Boud et al., 1997). It also aligned with the emphasis on self-assessment and reflective practice in health and social care education (Bradshaw, 2006).


Effective Questioning Techniques
The online teaching session exhibited flexibility and adaptability, acknowledging the dynamic nature of online education. Technical issues, although minimal, were addressed promptly, and alternative modes of communication were readily available (Mishra & Koehler, 2006). The instructor seamlessly adjusted the lesson plan based on student responses and needs, demonstrating an ability to adapt to the evolving dynamics of the virtual classroom (Conole & Dyke, 2004).
Moreover, the content of the session was adaptable to different learning styles and preferences. The instructor provided supplementary resources for students interested in delving deeper into specific topics, allowing for personalized and self-directed learning experiences (Siemens, 2005).


Assessment strategies and feedback 



Conclusion Relating to Best Practices
In conclusion, the observed online health and social care teaching session effectively employed best practices in online education. From technological integration to engagement strategies, clear communication, inclusivity, and adaptability, the session exemplified the multifaceted nature of effective online teaching in the health and social care domain. As the landscape of education continues to evolve, these best practices serve as a foundation for creating meaningful and impactful learning experiences in the digital realm.



Teaching observation 2, classroom observation 



Context of observation 
The observed classroom session took place in a high school English literature class, led by an experienced teacher. The learning objectives for the day included analyzing a Shakespearean sonnet, fostering critical thinking, and encouraging collaborative discussions. The class comprised diverse learners with varying levels of proficiency and engagement.


Engagement strategies and interaction
One of the first takeaways from the observation was the teacher's adept use of engagement strategies and effective classroom management. The lesson commenced with a captivating hook—an animated discussion about the relevance of Shakespeare in contemporary society. This approach not only captured students' interest but also set a positive tone for the rest of the session (Brophy, 2006).
Throughout the class, the teacher employed a variety of instructional techniques to maintain student engagement. Small-group discussions, peer collaborations, and the integration of multimedia resources demonstrated a commitment to active learning (Bonwell & Eison, 1991). The skillful management of transitions between activities and the teacher's ability to redirect off-task behavior highlighted the importance of a well-managed classroom environment (Marzano & Marzano, 2003).


Clear communication and instructions 
Observing the teacher's approach to differentiation underscored the significance of addressing diverse learning needs. The lesson incorporated a range of activities catering to various learning styles—visual analysis of a sonnet, group discussions, and individual reflections (Tomlinson, 2005). This inclusive approach acknowledged the unique strengths and challenges of each student, fostering a sense of belonging within the classroom community (Friend & Bursuck, 2012).
Moreover, the teacher demonstrated cultural responsiveness by selecting literature that resonated with the students' backgrounds. By incorporating diverse perspectives, the lesson not only met the academic needs of the learners but also contributed to their social and emotional development (Gay, 2018).



Building Positive Teacher-Student Relationships


Differentiation and Inclusivity
Observing the teacher's approach to differentiation underscored the significance of addressing diverse learning needs. The lesson incorporated a range of activities catering to various learning styles—visual analysis of a sonnet, group discussions, and individual reflections (Tomlinson, 2005). This inclusive approach acknowledged the unique strengths and challenges of each student, fostering a sense of belonging within the classroom community (Friend & Bursuck, 2012).
Moreover, the teacher demonstrated cultural responsiveness by selecting literature that resonated with the students' backgrounds. By incorporating diverse perspectives, the lesson not only met the academic needs of the learners but also contributed to their social and emotional development (Gay, 2018).



Effective Questioning Techniques
The observation highlighted the art of effective questioning as a pivotal element in student engagement and critical thinking (Brookhart, 2010). The teacher skillfully utilized both closed and open-ended questions, encouraging students to not only recall information but also analyze and synthesize concepts (Wilen, 1991).
Strategic wait times after posing questions allowed students the opportunity to formulate thoughtful responses (Rowe, 1974). This practice, coupled with the encouragement of peer-to-peer questioning, contributed to a classroom culture that valued inquiry and active participation (Dillon, 1988).


Assessment strategies and feedback 



Conclusion Relating to Best Practices
The learning gained from the classroom observation aligns with numerous best practices in education. Engaging students through varied instructional methods, addressing diverse learning needs, utilizing effective questioning techniques, and fostering positive teacher-student relationships are all recognized as essential components of effective teaching (Marzano et al., 2005; Darling-Hammond, 2017).
Furthermore, the observation reinforced the significance of culturally responsive teaching (Gay, 2018). The inclusion of diverse perspectives in the curriculum and the acknowledgment of students' cultural backgrounds contribute not only to academic success but also to the development of global citizens (Banks, 2019).
The emphasis on reflective practice echoes the idea that great teaching is a dynamic and evolving process (Dewey, 1933). The ability to critically examine and adapt one's teaching methods based on ongoing reflection is considered a hallmark of effective educators (Schön, 1987).
In conclusion, the observation of an in-classroom teaching session has been a rich source of learning for me as a trainee teacher. The experience has provided insights into effective classroom management, engagement strategies, differentiation, and the importance of building positive teacher-student relationships. These insights not only resonate with established best practices in education but also serve as a foundation for my own growth and development as an educator. The journey toward becoming an effective teacher is a continuous process, and each observation contributes to the evolving narrative of my teaching philosophy




Reflect on learning experience gained and how to apply it to own professional practice and future development
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