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Introduction:

The safeguarding of children in the past and even now were not up to the standards that they should have been at which unfortunately resulted in many terrible incidents and changed the lives of countless victims and their families. Whether it be physical abuse or verbal abuse, both of these factors can severely damage a child’s mental and emotional state. Several cases of child abuse were put under the radar as social services thought light of it or did not try to investigate further to find out what was happening and this mistake was more severe than they could’ve thought. A senseless decision on their part which ensued cases like Victoria Climbe, Baby P, Daniel Pelka and much more. The practices in which are upheld for safeguarding children were either faulted or not followed, also mentioning the policies of the protection of children and how far they relate back to the past, when and why it was formed and how it is implemented modern day. There were several faults and mistakes in some cases that were so horrific that they received global coverage because of how heart-breaking and shocking they were.


Safeguarding children:

The safeguarding of children is very important in this society as the system is meant to protect children from any and all outcomes that would put them in harm’s way. Safeguarding children’s policies in the UK were more focused on the family’s view of neglect of their child instead of concentrating on the wellbeing and mental state of the child who is the victim of the situation which led to several incidents of child abuse that went undetected until it was too late. Due to this, there were and are many victims of child abuse because of the lacklustre form of safeguarding in the UK. To fix this major issue, community-oriented practice was implemented and has significantly improved surrounding conditions (Gill & Jack, 2009). There are many aspects that have to be looked into to understand if a child is receiving maltreatment whether it be physical, mental, or emotional signs. Of the worst cases, it is physical or sexual abuse which is why safeguarding is such a crucial system that is needed to protect these young people from the many dangers that exist because in the worst-case scenario could lead to death. Before, such a topic was taken so lightly and mistreatment, abuse and neglection was very common, an example of this was Victoria Climbe who suffered immense injuries, was treated cruelly, and was failed by social services (Brandon & Thoburn, 2008). 



Cases that shocked the world:


Victoria Climbe -
Victoria Climbe was born on 1991 and came from Africa (Ivory Coast) and she was a normal person like any other child. Her aunt who was a French citizen took her to France when she was 7 years old for a better life, in which she attended school and lived there. Her aunt (Kouao) claimed that Victoria was her daughter and gave her a fraudulent passport with her actual daughter’s (Anna) identity on it which is how she managed to get by fine. Her absence in school was constant and her behaviour was abnormal. This in itself should have raised alarms for the school to notice that something is not right however it was not the case. Kouao told the school she was taking Victoria to the UK for treatment, Kouao went to a church to get Victoria checked up and one of the individuals there noticed Victoria looked very small and frail which shows signs of malnutrition or starvation. She went to many organisations and none of them picked up on Victoria’s passport when it had a different child in the photo as well as several bruises and marks on Victoria’s face and hands. The social services not looking into this shows a severe lack of incompetence as well as inability to identify the signs revolving around abuse (Cooper, 2005). An anonymous phone call to social services was a person who was having  concerns over Victoria’s situation; however nothing was done to check on her. I’m not going to mention the horrific details of what happened to her but her injuries were very severe that resulted in her death. Due to this, Lord Laming ordered an inquiry and was the beginning to the ‘every child matter’s movement as well as the legislation of the ‘child act’ (Penna, 2005). RIP Victoria Climbe.

Daniel Pelka -
Daniel Pelka who was another victim of incompetence and negligence, he was only four years old when he was beaten to death, he was starved for 6 months, he was fed salt and when he went to school, he would look into the bins for food scraps or pick food up of the playground to eat also would steal food from other pupils. He was lacking vital nutrition from starvation that his bones stopped growing, he only weighed one and a half stone. He would get regular and brutal beatings at home and it eventually led to his death. There were many questions raised in this case, why the school did not acknowledge and take action, he came into school with a bruise on his neck and on another occasion, he came into school with two black eyes but nothing was written in the school’s concern book, also his attendance was very low. He was taken to hospital with a broken arm and missed several doctors’ appointments and social services still closed the case (Crim, 2014). RIP Daniel Pelka.
Baby P (Peter Connelly) -		
Baby P (Peter Connelly) was another victim of tragedy, at the age of one he experienced horrific treatment and was murdered, he suffered multiple injuries including a broken back and fractured ribs, he was taken to hospital on multiple occasions for head injury also injuries on his nose, sternum, right shoulder, and buttocks which his mother said he fell off his seat, social services were involved but did not do enough. this poor child did not stand a chance due to the incompetence of social services and the hospital that examined him (Warner, 2013). This was one of the most horrific cases in history that shocked the world. RIP Baby P.
Gabriel Fernandez -
Gabriel Fernandez was a boy who was only eight years old was tortured and beaten to death although this case happened in the states it is important to mention this case as it got so much publicity. Netflix did a documentary covering this case that got the attention of the whole world, it was shocking to see what this poor child went through, he suffered many bruises and cuts that were visible, he even told one of his teachers at school that his mum beat him and also, he got shot with a bb gun. This is very disturbing social services were involved and have visited the family many times and it was obvious to see foul play was going on but again the system failed this young boy who was brutally murdered, in the autopsy he suffered a fractured skull and ribs, bb pellets were found in his stomach as well as cat litter, it was found he was forced to eat cat faeces 
. This case was absolutely sickening and could have been avoided. RIP Gabriel Fernandez.   

How they were failed -
The organisations that were involved were the hospital, social services, school, police, council, and the housing associations all failed to save Victoria and these children due to incompetence and negligence. They were seen by several people and it was very clear that something was not right with the children. For Victoria, more than a few marks were on her face and hands which is more than enough to look into this situation and reveal much more on what was really happening to her also she looked frail and unwell and it is astonishing how neither of them investigated further and filed a report. The same was for Daniel and Baby P, as it was clear there was some form of abuse. The negligence on this case was unlike any other and showed the world how social services and other organisations failed them. The main reason as to why no organisations looked further into these cases was because of a lack of care and responsibility. Many of children’s deaths of abuse is because of organisational failure, Victoria, Daniel Pelka and Baby P unfortunately being part of them (Johnson & Petrie, 2004).

What could’ve been done differently-
There are many things that could’ve been done to prevent such a horrendous case like this and many others from happening if only services took care and observed what was very clear in front of them. For one, the most blatantly obvious sign that something was not right was the passport. Kouao gave Climbe a passport containing a different picture and a different name which should’ve been looked into as it is fraud. Another sign, the fact that Victoria was extremely small and frail most likely from starvation and malnutrition. Social services should’ve investigated into why this was, and potentially could have found evidence then and there from the abuse to her living conditions. The main problem starts at the point in which Victoria was being checked constantly by doctors and such, who were said to have found many marks on her body but did not look further into it and decided to trust in the words of Kouao who stated it was from scratching her scabs. At one point, a doctor or social services should’ve filed a case of suspicion towards Victoria’s guardians with the chance of child abuse taking place as it was very clear if not obvious. The case of Daniel Pelka was such that the school could have taken action and prevented the events that took place, the school had a big part to play in the failure of saving Daniel Pelka. The baby P case was a little different as he was so much younger so it was much more difficult to detect as less organisations are involved but the hospital had records of suspicious injuries and social services were involved and could have prevented it by reporting it to the authorities. With the case of Gabriel Fernandez it was very similar to Victoria Climbe’s and Daniel Pelka’s case it is clear to see that incompetence and negligence were the biggest factors in all these cases, the people involved in these cases should somewhat be held responsible as this will send a message to all  individuals working for these agencies that negligence will not be tolerated. Key factor was police should have been informed immediately for all of these cases and action should have been taken right away. All of these factors mentioned could’ve been what would have saved Victoria Climbe and others such as Baby P, Daniel Pelka and Gabriel Fernandez from such a cruel end (Norden, 2021) 


Legislations:

The initiation of ‘ every child matter’s ‘ was started due to many incidents. The main few being Baby P (Peter Connelly), Victoria Climbe and Daniel Pelka who were all unfortunate victims of child abuse and were failed by the system. However, it is because of those terrible cases, that such legislations were ultimately put into place to prevent any more cases like these. Failed by their schools, doctors and social services who could not see what explicit signs of abuse before them was. Legislations are put in place to enhance protection and safety for children to ma.ke sure that history does not repeat itself. The legislations that developed a better standard for children in the UK were the Children Act (1989) or the Children Act (2004), the mental capacity act (2005) and several more. These legislations were regulated to improve the lives of children in situations where they could not have a say before. 

Child Act (1989) –

This act was established to give the children rights and privileges they didn’t have before, as before this law, children being neglected was turned a blind eye to by society. Their wellbeing had dramatically improved as child abuse had become a legitimate crime and this Act has helped many children but had flaws in the sense that all child abuse was still happening under the radar. Either way, this ruling was the start of the change needed in developing a safer environment for children (Jackson, 2010).



Mental Capacity Act (2005) –

This act protects people who are unable to make decisions for themselves which involves children as well people with mental capacities. This law was created to give these people constitutional rights and is a criminal act to neglect them. In a child’s case this law is to safeguard them as they cannot make choices for themselves (Langridge, Morgan & Calpin, 2012).

Conclusion:

To conclude these horrific cases could have been prevented but due to incompetence and negligence from all the agencies and authorities involved failed these children. Stricter measures are now being taken, more training being given and new legislation being put in place for cases like these to never ever happen again. The most important factor that has not been mentioned is common sense, an individual should have a level of common sense and use it if they know something isn’t right. An example would be that there are strict but good parents that disciplines their child and the socials would go after them hard just because of a smack on the bottom but truly they know the child isn’t under any threat. Whereas some cases such as the cases mentioned above, they would neglect them as they maybe be intimidated by the parents or want to avoid confrontation so they shy away from the circumstances. So a little common sense will go a long way so they can concentrate on the children that really need the help and being able to facilitate it as first priority. Partnership working must improve, all the agencies and authorities must work and communicate more efficiently, changes must be made for these tragedies never to happen again unfortunately there are a lot of flaws in our system and there will be more and more cases of child abuse, the system has to make significant changes to ensure safety for the children. 
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