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Alternative Site

An alternative site considered that may be suitable for this type of construction is the East Gate Parking lot. East gate is a leisure destination located in Llanelli. The area comprises of grasslands, trees and wetlands habitats present. The council in Llanelli has a history of positive contribution to promoting sustainability and the local environment here. Therefore, it is expected to have stricter regulations to build at this location. 
However, we can affirm that the current site location at Port Talbot is the most suitable and ideal location for this building’s construction. 

Ecological survey
An ecological survey was conducted in the general area and the proposed site of construction, to assess the environmental impacts of the project. 

Research has shown that there are various types of habitats around Port Talbot ranging from uplands, ancient woodlands, marshlands and sand dunes. There are also man-made habitats (canals and heathland. Flora and fauna are present in the Port Talbot area. Port talbot is home to a very rare Fen Raft spider. A species of honey buzzard which is common in Europe can also be found in Port Talbot. Port Talbot has numerous conservations sites which are protected under specific legislation, and some are protected through the planning process. A number of the protected species in Port Talbot are protected under the European and National legislation. However, research has shown that the environmental map content of the exact site location is within a suburban area. This indicates that many of these contents and regulations has little to no potential impacts to the habitats and wildlife in Port Talbot.  

Ecological Survey (visual) 
Currently, there is a parking lot located at the site which is situated near a railway station. Vegetation was seen present behind the parking lot which is east of the site location. There is no evident identification of a protected area at the specific location, or no endangered and protected species. There is no clear evidence of wildlife or natural habitats. According to the environmental survey on Digimaps, the map contents of this area shows that it comprises solely of suburban areas. No visible potential impacts to habitats and wildlife in Port Talbot. However, impacts to social life is expected. 
The project is likely to affect air quality but should not alter water quality or soil. 
 
 
Planning listed constraints
The Port Talbot County does have a conservation area, however none of these are located around the proposed site of the steel museum and therefore would not affect construction or be affected by its construction. There is no known potential risk to the site in with regards to conservation and tree protection orders and hedgerow preservation. 
 The site is surrounded by retail location and primary shopping streets. These include a home care, post office, electronic store and restaurant. 

Party wall act- effect of proposal on adjacent properties
The construction of the proposed steel museum may affect surrounding buildings and properties. In accordance with the party wall act, notices of service would be presented to adjoining owners in proximity to the steel museum. It will notify of the construction to take place, the working hours and the expected period it would be carried out for. 

Comparison with similar schemes
A similar scheme to that of the proposed museum would be the Margam Stones Museum. This is a small Victorian schoolhouse located South Wales, near port talbot. This building is smaller than the proposed building and it provides a home for collections of Celtic stone crosses in Britain.  
It consists of a parking lot space for its occupants, which the design of this can be considered and used or recreated for the proposed site. The stone museum was built as a single room church school. This has now been converted into the museum with a steel-framed gallery. This museum is significantly smaller than the size of the proposed museum, therefore not suitable for much considerations from its construction to be put into the new one.   

Flexibility of use
The building will accommodate accessibility use for elderly and disabled persons. It will include: 
· Ramps and lifts 
· Disable parking spaces. 
· Wheelchair accessible bathrooms 
· Automatic doors/ lighter weight doors to be able to be pushed easily. 
 It will also consider adaptable lighting that creates different suitable atmospheres.   
 Spaces and rooms that can be used for various purposes. 
 More spacious and open floor plans that would be easier for renovations in the future. 

Maintenance
Maintenance is necessary for the long term operational and upkeep of the building.  
It would include: 
Routine maintenance - there would be inspections for any faults that may need to be fixed, regular cleaning and repairs to any damages.
The servicing and upkeep of elements like plumbing works, electricals, elevators, air conditioning units etc. 
Different materials and elements have different expected life span. Therefore, these items would be replaced when needed according to its life expectancy. 
There would be budgeted money allocated for these maintenance services of the building. It will include materials, labour costs, upgrades and replacements. 



