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INTRODUCTION:

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead

· Suffrage - The right to vote in political elections
· Suffragist - a person advocating the extension of suffrage, especially to women.
· Suffragette - a woman seeking the right to vote through organized protest.
· Anti-suffragism - a political movement comprised of opposers that commenced in the late 19th century to campaign against women's right to vote

Millicent Fawcett (1847 – 1929) was born in Aldeburgh, Suffolk. At the age of 12 she was sent to London alongside her Sister, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson to study at a private boarding school in Blackheath. At the age of 19, Millicent heard a speech by a radical MP and advocate of women’s suffrage, named John Stuart Mill in which pivotally changed her life. In 1847 Millicent married a radical MP for Brighton, visually handicapped Henry Fawcett who shared her political views.	
Having been inspired by John Stuart Mill, Millicent’s support for womens suffrage magnified when her sister, Elizabeth struggled to become employed as a doctor. was also moved to support the women’s suffrage movement when her sister Elizabeth struggled to be employed as a doctor.
Alongside trying to abolish the slave trade by establishing a relief fund for South African women and children during the Boer war, Millicents main focus was suffrage. In 1890, she was elected President of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS).
However, in 1903, Emmeline Pankhurst (15.07.1858 – 14.06.1928) and two of her Daughters commenced ‘The Women's Social and Political Union’ (NSPU). This union was created with the common goal as the NUWSS, however with contrasting strategies. The efforts they applied were less constitutional. From criminal damage; hunger strikes forceful rallies, the most poignant act was that of Emily Davison when walking out in front of King George V’s horse, Amner, as it was taking part in the Epsom Derby.
	

Even though by 1918, various countries such as Australia, Norway and Russia had approved women’s suffrage, the WSPU were faced with global opposition. 
The opposition they had to contend with consisted of biased propaganda; religious beliefs and hostility from most of the parliament. The Prime Minister Asquith who claimed, “Working class women were not intelligent enough to have the vote.” Furthermore, the NUWSS inferred the NSPU were hindering their suffrage campaign and producing hurdles for the end goal of suffrage. Then when the ‘National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage’ was established through rallies, it promoted the general umbrella of uncertainty stemming from,  what else will women have the rihts to do, to the possibilities of sharing public bathrooms and having equal pay. The volume of hostility resulted in anti – suffragism, with the general ethos that women simply should not have as many rights as men.
In addition, due to limited technology, the suffragettes were not easily able to communicate or educate others around the world. This left many patriarchally ran households undiluted in their views.
What is more, although many men supported suffrage, many women opposed it. This was primarily due to believing that women were weaker than men, and that they were “not trained” to be as “fierce” as men in political matters. 


[bookmark: _Hlk532664577][bookmark: _GoBack]Nevertheless, in 1916, Lloyd George, a Liberal leader replaced Asquith as Prime Minister in the UK. Subsequently, due to the advancement of the Labour Party, who supported suffrage; limited men being able to vote and a general election being nearing, politicians were “persuaded to extend the vote to all men and some women at long last”.
Then in 1918, more MP’s began to back suffrage because they felt that many women “deserved” to vote due to the array of roles in which they served during the war. This meant women over the age of 30 (who met a property qualification) could vote. Ten years later, women achieved the same voting rights as men and could vote from the age of 21, constituting 15 million females eligible. In 1969, the voting age was dropped to 18 for both  women and men.
“This result has since manifested into gender equality in employment fields and education sectors internationally. Without the suffragettes it is possible that we would not have evolved as demographically as we are today. By failing to ‘conform to convention;’ their relentless persistence and selfless actions lead to goal achievement against the odds.
Their resilience and determination inspire people that, whatever the cause, hard work proves fruitful. The Suffragettes laid the foundations for self-empowerment and taught us to persevere with our aspirations, therefore, I would agree that a small group of committed citizens can change the world.”
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