Asynchronous Learning Interactive Exercise
Discourse Analysis

Task:
Working in groups of 2-3
· Obtain a transcript of the lyrics of your favourite song
· Using the transcript as your data, work through the six stages of Foucauldian Discourse Analysis
· Having identified the discursive constructions, discourses and subject positions contained within the song
· Reflect on their implications for subjectivity and practice
· What are the possibilities for action mapped out by the lyrics?
· What can be said and done, felt, thought and experienced by the subjects positioned within it?

· Moving on to a psychosocial analysis; ask yourself why it is that you like the song so much?
· What is it about you and your personal history that makes you respond to the discourses invoked by the lyrics?
· From a political level of analysis, think about how the lyrics empower of disempower.  Do they offer subject positions from within to challenge oppressive or limiting social practices? or do they reinforce them?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Having deconstructed the lyrics, is it still your favourite song?

Kendall and Wickham, (1999: 42-6)
· Stage 1 – Discursive Constructions
· Stage 2 – Discourses
· Stage 3 – Action Orientation
· Stage 4 – Positioning
· Stage 5 – Practice
· Stage 6 – Subjectivity


