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City Witness Activity

It was decided that the testimony of William de Briouze Junior would be looked at for this exercise.

1) Occupation and Status
William de Briouze Jr. was the son of William de Briouze and stepson of Lady Mary de Briouze.  The de Briouze’s were a very wealthy, powerful and influential family.
2) Relationship to the hanged man
William de Briouze Jr hated William Cragh (the hanged man), as Cragh was the ‘worst criminal’ who was seen as responsible for the arson of lands and murder. 
There was also a lack of communication between the de Briouze’s and Swansea citizens – in particular William de Briouze Jr. This was because the de Briouze’s could only speak French and only William of Condinestone, the family priest, could speak French and English, whereas Cragh could only speak Welsh.  Also according to Cragh, William de Briouze Senior was responsible for taking away his land.
3) What was William de Briouze’s involvement in the events surrounding the miracle?
He was in the castle watching from the great hall that overlooked Swansea and the gallows.  Cragh was then rehanged and it was assured that he was dead.  However, Lady Mary de Briouze, William de Briouze Jr’s. Stepmother prayed to God and St. Thomas of Cantiloupe to give back Cragh’s life. Mary’s lady in waiting, Jovanta, reported back to lady Mary and William de Briouze Jr that she had folded a silver coin and placed it on Cragh’s head and she carried back the string which she measured Cragh with.
It was overnight that Cragh regained consciousness.  However it was not until four days from when he was measured that Cragh was restored to life.  
William de Briouze Jr. did not see him regain consciousness, however, later he did see Cragh breathe in and out, as well as his eyes being improved (as they had previously come out of his head).
4) How did William de Briouze Jr. use the space in medieval Swansea?
The de Briouze’s, including William de Briouze Jr. owned land in and around Swansea. However due to the difficulties he had with the local citizens, he had to sign a charter which established the rights of the people of Swansea and the Gower.  In certain circles it became known as the ‘Welsh Magna Carta’.
5) How reliable and valuable do you think William de Briouze Jr’s. testimony is?
Since he was not there at the time of William Cragh regaining consciousness and only heard about Cragh regaining consciousness, his testimony is probably not very reliable.  In addition to this, he does not recall who was there at the time and did not know how Cragh started to breathe.

[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The miracle of the resuscitation of the twice-hanged William Cragh, ed. and trans. Harriett Webster, City Witness Project (www.medievalswansea.ac.uk, accessed 21st October 2021).] 



