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“Making is thinking”
Richard Sennet (2008)

Module Overview:

Research in Context (ADAD5003) is a set of lectures + participatory sessions that address how Designers look, think, consider, reshape, redesign and understand the cultural practices that surround them. Asking philosophical questions such as, should designers be sensitive to the problems of life and to the needs of people? How should designers go about studying the problems of life and people’s needs? Why does the designer-maker spend hours and hours considering & making something which will often provide them with very little monetary reward? What drives a craftsperson to make? This series will be delivered by Dr. Julia Lockheart, with a lecture given by Gwen Beynon. These two hour weekly sessions will usually consist of a one hour lecture followed by a one hour participatory seminar which will focus on developing your thinking and writing practice. 

Audience: This strand is suitable for Design Crafts, Glass, Set Design, Surface Pattern Design, Auto, Transport and Product Design students.

When and Where? 
You will be in Alex Reading Room AAG01 for a lecture, followed by a seminar discussion, from 9.30 to 11.30am. 
***There will be a prompt 9.30 start. Do not enter the room after 9:40am. The seminar will usually start at 10:30. If you arrive late, return on time and prepared for the seminar at 10:30am.

Learning Outcomes: 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Identify and examine the contextual formation of their particular objects of study, research areas and interfaces and demonstrate intellectual curiosity through an engagement with the materials of study, archives, texts and literatures;

· Engage with forms of critical analysis, argument and debate, expressed through an appropriate command of oral, written and other forms of communication.

Hand-in Deadline: Thursday 10th December 2019 (12:00pm - noon).
Feedback: 21st January by 5:00pm
Lecture Programme
Keywords: DESIGN – WORDS – OBJECTS – PROXEMICS – PSYCHOGEOGRAPHIES – FUTURING – REIMAGINE
Culture/Crafting/Making/Thinking/Desire/Value/Perception/Manifesto
Thinkers: Raymond Williams/ Donald Norman/ Viktor Papanak/ Pierre Bourdieu/John Berger/Willém Flusser/Tony Fry/Jaques Lacan/ Tim Ingold/ 

Lecture One (Thursday 29th September)
Title: Introduction Overview: Design & Language
3 Keywords: Etymology, Derivation, Epistemologies
Key Thinkers: Raymond Williams, 
Suggested reading: Williams, R (2014) Keywords A Vocabulary of Culture and Society (Fourth Estate.)
Davies, C & M. Parrinder (2010) Limited Language: Rewriting Design-Responding to a feedback culture. Berlin: Berkhäuser.

Lecture Two (Thursday 8th  October)
Title: Ways of Observing  
6 Keywords: Seeing, Feeling, Touching, Interrogating, Absence, Sensual design, Emotion, Desire, Need
Key Thinkers: John Berger, Vilém Flusser, Tim Ingold, Sigmund Freud & Jacques Lacan
Suggested reading: Ways of Seeing by John Berger 
Ingold, T. (2010) The textility of making in The Cambridge Journal of Economics. Issue 34 Pp. 91-102. Accessed from: http://sed.ucsd.edu/files/2014/05/Ingold-2009-Textility-of-making.pdf [Accessed on 28.09.17] 

Lecture Three (Thursday 15th October)
Title: Thinking through Making 
3 Keywords: Design Values & Principles/Object Stories/Manifestos 
Key Thinkers: Donald Norman, Viktor Papanak, 
Suggested reading: Donald Norman (2013) The Design of Everyday Things,
Victor Papanek (1985) Design for the Real World: Human Ecology and Social Change  

Lecture Four: (Thursday 22nd October) 
Title: Design Activism, Craftivism
3 Keywords: Activism, Reuse, Cradle to cradle
Key Thinkers: John Wood, Alastair Fuad-Luke, Michael Braungart and William McDonough
Suggested reading: Alastair Fuad-Luke (2009) Design Activism: Beautiful Strangeness for a Sustainable World
Schneider, J. & M. Stickdorn. (2011) This is service design thinking: basics, tools, cases. Hoboken: Wiley


Lecture Five (Thursday 29th October) Gwen Beynon
Title: Display and the placing of objects
3 Keywords: Archive, Language, Collecting
Key Thinkers: Fisher, Mark. Ghosts of My Life: Writings on Depression, Hauntology and Lost Futures. Zero Books, May 30, 2014.
"Mark Fisher - The Metaphysics of Crackle: Afrofuturism and Hauntology" in Folder of texts on Moodle
Derrida, J. (1994) Specters of Marx, the state of the debt, the Work of Mourning, & the New International [trans by Peggy Kamuf]. London: Routledge

Lecture Six (Thursday 5th November) Professor John Wood 
Title: Systems Thinking 
3 Keywords: Paradigms, systems, mimesis
Key Thinkers: Donella Meadows, Buckminster Fuller
Suggested reading: Fuller, B. (1979) Explorations of the Geometry of thinking . Accessible from http://www.rwgrayprojects.com/synergetics/synergetics.html

Lecture Seven: (Thursday 12th November)
Title: The Hand & Skill
3 Keywords: Tools, Skill, Handmade
Key Thinkers: Peter Dormer, Richard Sennet, John Ruskin
Suggested reading: Pallasmaa, J. (2009) The Thinking Hand. Chichester: Wiley Dormer, P. (1994) The Art of the Maker. London: Thames and Hudson

Lecture Eight: Julia Lockheart (Thursday 19th November)
Title: Natural Forms
3 Keywords: Truth to nature, Simple forms, the Vernacular,
Key Thinkers: Humberto Maturana and Francesco Varela
Suggested reading: Maturana and Varela (2012) The Tree of Knowledge 

*Week 9: 26th November – Present your work in small seminar groups with Julia  
*Week 10: 3rd December – Present your work in small seminar groups with Julia 
*Week 11: 10th December –Hand-in (12:00 noon)  
*30 minute seminars in smaller groups.



Assignment
 Julia Lockheart Research in Context (ADAD5003) THINKING MAKING research Strand. Semester 1
The Research in Context module (ADAD5003) is designed to help students to explore interests, artists, designers and themes within, or associated with their practice, as a preparation for an ongoing engagement with the contextualization of their work. 

Bear in mind that in order to contain your argument within the format of a 2,500-word essay and avoid superficial coverage, you should be highly selective in your choice of examples and concentrate on critical analysis.

Choose ONE essay question from the following:
Question 1: What is the role of the designer/maker in the 21st Century and how might this role change in the next 10 years? Discuss your ideas with reference to two of the practitioners or thinkers discussed in your lecture strand. 

Question 2: Define skill in the context of your own practice and the work of two artists/makers/designers from the lecture series. 

Question 3: How useful are Manifestos to designers and/or design groups? Outline your discussion with reference to three key manifestos. Through careful critique, conclude your text by defining your own design values in a 10-point manifesto. 

Question 4: Outline a current environmental, political, or social issue that requires redesign. Explain how you will solve this issue over the duration of your future design career. Underline the tools and approaches will you use and discuss how and why.

Question 5: From the series of Thinking Making research strand lectures, choose a theme, movement, or selection of artists or designers that relate to your practice or interests, and construct a 2,500-word essay. Consider primary themes, key writers, and relevant practitioners. 

Word Count 2,500 
Essay hand in 10th December 2020 12pm Moodle/Turnitin
Feedback will be found on grademark – you can assess this via their original submission portal. All feedback will be received within 20 working days after the assignment deadline and not before.
If you are late submitting your work, you will have 5 days to hand in your late submission and this will be capped at 40%. If you submit over 7 days late you will receive 0%
Use the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Handbook to check your referencing: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/library-and-learning-resources/Harvard-eng.PDF


Reading List
Essential
Barthes, R. (1997) Death of the Author in Image, Music, Text. London: Fontana Press. Accessed from https://grrrr.org/data/edu/20110509-cascone/Barthes-image_music_text.pdf [Accessed on 12.09.17)
Melchior-Bonnet, S. (2002) The Mirror: A History, London: Routledge
Duncomb, S. (2012) Dream: Re-imagining Progressive Politics in an Age of Fantasy. London: The New Press. Accessed from http://www.stephenduncombe.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Dream_final.pdf [Accessed on 18.09.17]
Flusser, V. (1999) in ‘The Shape of Things: A philosophy of Design’ 
Fuad-Luke, A. (2009) Design Activism: Beautiful Strangeness for a Sustainable World.  London: Routledge 
Ingold, T. (2013), Making, London, Routledge.
Ingold, T. (2010) The textility of making in The Cambridge Journal of Economics. Issue 34 Pp. 91-102. Accessed from: http://sed.ucsd.edu/files/2014/05/Ingold-2009-Textility-of-making.pdf [Accessed on 28.09.17]
Martin, G. & MacFarlane, A. (2002) The Glass Bathyscaphe: How Glass Changed the World. London: Profile Books
McDonough, W. & Braungart, M. (2009) Cradle to Cradle. Remaking the Way We Make Things (Patterns of the Planet). London: Vintage
Norman, D. A., (2013) The Design of Everyday Things. Boston: MIT Press
Pallasmaa, J. (2009) The Thinking Hand. Chichester: Wiley
Papanek, V. (1985) Design for the Real World: Human Ecology and Social Change. London: Thames and Hudson. 
Sennet, R. (2008) The Craftsman. London: Yale University Press
Sharples, I. (1998) How We Write: Writing as Creative Design. London: Routledge. 
Tonfini, G. (2000), Writing as a Visual Art. Abridged by James Richardson. Exeter: The Scarecrow Press.
Recommended
Barry, P (2017) Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory, Sections on Postmodernism
Key Background Texts 
Berger J (1972) Ways of Seeing (London: Penguin,)
Williams, R (2014) Keywords A Vocabulary of Culture and Society (Fourth Estate.)
Journals 
The Journal of Writing in Creative Practice (JWCP)
Photography & Culture
Visual Communication
Textile
Websites 
https://www.ted.com/talks
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