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The Question Is Not Can They Reason, Nor Can Talk, But Do They Suffer: The Principle Of Equality And Animals

Introduction
In relation to the equality for animals, I believe that our treatment towards animals in unjust and they shouldn’t be treated as badly as they do. And I’m going to show research looking into different animal farms and the treatment the animals experience, as reasoning for my opinion as to why I feel as though our treatment towards animals is not right. I will then investigate counter arguments of why some people support the of why some people support the type of farming to these animals. Then finish with an overall conclusion to my research.

Factory Farming And Why I Believe It’s Wrong
I believe that factory farming is wrong and that animals that are in these farms suffer greatly and that it should change. The example I’m going to use is the farming of octopuses to represent ocean wildlife farming and cows for land farming.
Octopus farming
 According to an article published by The Guardian that was written by Laura Paddison this year: 
“The number of octopus caught in the wild doubled between 1980 – 2014……. Nueva Pescanova now appears on the verge of winning this race with a facility that it claims to produce 3,000 tons of octopus meat a year…. More than 350,000 tonnes of octopus are caught each year in countries including China, Japan and Mexico and wild populations are believed to be rapidly declining” 
Nueva Pescanova is a company that plans to start the world’s first commercial octopus farm that has caused an uproar in some quarters of the mainstream media. Due to the demand for octopus in certain countries the population of octopus is becoming alarming very quickly and if it continues who knows what will happen to the octopuses and what effect it might have on the environment. Another quote from this article states: 
“Cultivating these complex creatures would cause great suffering and replicate the harms prevalent in land-based factory farming. The UK recognised octopuses as sentient beings last year.” 
Meaning that even though some countries see the octopus as a sentient being capable of complex thoughts, however if other countries refuse to see them this way it could cause lots of problems that are already present in factory farming. In the same article they continue to go into the suffering of what happens to the octopuses that are in these farms: 
“Octopuses can become aggressive when kept in close proximity to others. Captive octopuses have been known to eat their own arms…and they are renowned escape artists suggesting they don’t like being kept in cages…. they’re kept in barren plastic tank, they’re going to feel extremely exposed.”
The farming on these animals causes them so much suffering that they become a harm to not only others, but to themselves, whilst their instinct is to protect themselves and hide, to which they can’t do to the tanks they are kept in which keeps them feeling exposed to danger and probably causes the creature to feel extreme panic. I believe that this is cruel and wrong to force a creature that has proven to be just as intelligent and sentient as people, be forced to suffer this way for human greed and demand for more.
Another thing that was addressed in this article is they way they go about killing the octopus:
“A variety of methods are used to kill octopuses caught in the wild, including clubbing, slicing their brains and asphyxiation in a net.”
In my option I find this extremely disturbing and a very grotesque and cruel way of killing animals and if the farming of these animals is to continue, they need to find a more peaceful way of killing these creatures. The article also says:
“The farms may also still require wild-caught fish to feed the octopuses, further adding to pressure on the oceans.”
This means that not only is this type of farming damaging the octopus’s population, but also the already heavily farmed fish, that is crucial to the well being of our seas and can impact our environment greatly. Protest have started about the treatment towards octopus farms in the Canary Islands to try and stop the interest of continuing with the treatment towards them.
Cow Factory farming
The number of cows in factory farming according to an article by the humane league is “roughly 70%” the conditions that theses cows are in are terrible according to this article:
“Begging at around 14 months old, cows are impregnated and are kept on a cycle of birth, milking, and subsequent inseminations. Most factory-farmed cows never get to step foot outside during their production years, confined instead to indoor sheds that are often filthy and crowded. They are denied the ability to graze, lie comfortably, nurse their young, or live in socially complex herds with their offspring’s.”
Meaning these animals get treated so poorly and are in a nonstop cycle of producing milk and aren’t allowed to experience a life and have had any freedom stripped away from them. They can’t look after their children and other than the first 14 months of their life they don’t get to experience what It’s like outside and to have lots of space and can roam around. In the same article they then go on to explain:
“The demands placed on dairy cows are so extreme and their living conditions are so woefully inadequate, that their bodies begin to break down after only a few years. Cows are known to live for 20 years or more, yet on dairy farms, they’re killed after 4-6 years”
This means that due to the poor conditions that these cows go through the life expectancy has dropped to be 5 times less then the life span for cows. They suffer for our demand, and it causes them to be killed at a young age. Going back to this article they also state that:
“Veal calves are confined to small spaces and killed at just 8-16 weeks old. Veal crates are small plastic huts, each with a fenced in area not much bigger than the calf’s body. Calves are confined in these small spaces in order to prevent them from jumping, running, or even walking…. Calves are robbed of their mother’s milk, fed instead a minimal amount of artificial milk replacement that is lacking in vital nutrients that would allow calves to grow healthy and strong. This leaves them deficient in iron, causing anemia.”
Until I read this part of the article, I believed that and veal (which is a male cow) that was born would be taken to a farm and looked after until farmers could take it to the slaughterhouse. It’s cruel that animals have to go through this treatment just because they were born from a mother in a factory farm. The fact that the next sentence of the article states that “these concerns are not important to the industry” it sickens me to know that there are animals that have potential to live a life and be able to provide for us later being killed at such a young age that they get sick because of how we treat them, and that the industry doesn’t see how it’s a problem. These animals don’t get to have a life or be put into worse conditions because of human greed and that they decide to look at the suffering of these animals as just a flaw that comes with a business industry rather than cruelty. Lots have protests and charities such as end factory farming have already started to try and stop the treatment towards these animals.
Counter Argument
Octopus farming
However, there are people who believe that farming animals this way is of some value. A Nueva Pescanova spokesperson stated in the guardian article that:
“Farming octopus is necessary to protect a species of great environmental and human value…octopus farming can offer economic opportunities”
It wasn’t disclosed as to why they think that. But the thought that human value’s worth may come down to human instinct that if you had to save a human being over an octopus most humans would choose to save the human, for ethical reasons and the nature to protect our own. Some people may also state that this is better for the octopuses because it’s likely that they would be hunted by predators in the wild and it’s safer for them to be in a more monitored environment.
Some may say that not all types of confinement means that animals suffer take for instance aquariums and zoos to which they have certain regulations that means that the animal isn’t put under any stress and is well taken care of according to an article there are laws in place that have to be followed in an aquarium such as:
“The need for a suitable environment, the need for a suitable diet, the need to exhibit normal behaviour patterns, the need to be housed with, or apart from other animals, the need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.”
This ensures that all creatures get fair treatment and aren’t harmed in any way and have the proper health care and support they may need so that they are treated fairly and are looked after, and no harm will come to them.
Cow Factory Farming
According to the article done by the humane league also states that:
“Cows also consume billions of gallons of freshwater each year”
This means that even though I find the life expectancy decrease is terrible if they lived as long as they are meant to the amount of water they would need to increase, and water is a valuable resource.
Another article about factory farming on Fairr states that:
“The model of factory farming has, over the years, been optimised to minimise costs and maximise profit. The advantages of this are that are supplies of meat can be produced and supplied very quickly, at very low cost, all year round. Automated processes also simplify work for farmers.”
This means that even though it may seem wrong to it improves the human lifestyle with more food being produced for our growing population and making work for farmers easier. The money that comes back from the profit people make for selling meat ultimately helps out the economy. Also, this has been happening for many years and it’s hard to say whether or not some farmers would want this to stop because they’re not use to any other way of farming these animals. And with the prices of the meat being lower the consumer/customer buying these products is happier due to the cheap price range and with the large quantity of product it’s easier to find meat locally and in supermarkets, instead of trying to find a butchers where the prices tend to be a bit more expensive. Also due to the compact nature of these farms they can be established easier and, in a lot, smaller spaces of land.
Conclusion
in summary I still believe the treatment of animals is unjust and cruel, however I don’t see there being any change towards helping them in the near future, hopefully with the support of charities and protests we might be able to make a difference towards the treatment of these animals, that is possibly just as simple as the methods we already have in place. I also hope that one day it will be more towards the treatment of the animals rather then the profit and gain that comes through exploiting them and causing them harm. I also now believe that until there are laws or new people in power for the farming industry the amount of support and funding that these protests and charities will need has to increase a lot.
Links
Article by the guardian:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/mar/11/my-octopus-eater-critics-say-plans-for-farm-are-unethical-and-unsustainable
Article by the humane league:
https://thehumaneleague.org/article/factory-farmed-cows
Article by Fairr: 
https://www.fairr.org/article/intensive-factory-farming/#:~:text=The%20advantages%20of%20this%20are,low%20cost%2C%20all%20year%20round.
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