Dissertation introduction:

Chapter one: introduction
How does police corruption effect public confidence?
1.1 Background:	
Police officers are not allowed to act against the law under Clause 25, which makes it an offence if an officer is to “exercise the powers and privileges of a constable in a way which is corrupt or improper”(House of Commons, 2014). This dissertation will outline how police corruption effects public confidence, whilst identifying this different ways an officer can be corrupt and how this ultimately affects the way the public feel about and view the police in England and Wales. Police corruption is a current issue in today’s society. The benefit of this research is to establish the view of the public and what impacts this. 
The police have a duty to maintain public order and safety, whilst ensuring they protect human rights (College of policing, 2013). Although these are the procedures police officers should be following, there have been several incidents of police corruption. These incidents can vary from offences such as taking drugs for personal use, sexual assault, fraud, murder, kidnap, torture, coercion, abuse of power and many others. In 2021/2022 there were 75,020 complaint cases made about the police forces in England and Wales. It is said that on average it took six days for those complaints to be logged (Police conduct, 2022).  This could suggest that complaints about police misconduct are not seen as a priority and therefore impacts public confidence.
1.2 Research focus:
The purpose of this research is to focus on what can be seen as the main areas within police corruption to gain more research as to why this happens. This will be done by creating a questionnaire with the aim to receive 100 responses, the idea is that this will reflect the thoughts of a small sample of the general public and how they feel. The survey will be given to different age ranges to ensure a more accurate analysis. The desired participants for the questionnaire which will be carried out, will be fellow students, lecturers, friends and family. The goal is to obtain a combination of both qualitative and quantitative research. 
1.3 Aims and Objectives:
The main focal points in this dissertation will be defining police corruption, examine the current public confidence in the police and analyse what effects this, and analyse the demographic that have the least confidence and why, and provider recommendations on how police can increase public confidence. The demographic will vary from years 18-60 to compare how confidence changes and the potential reasons for why this is.  

1.4 Research methods and timescales:
This research is vital in today’s society, police corruption is prominent and it is important to establish the reasons for why this is. This is especially relevant because the Baroness Casey Report regarding the corruption within the Metropolitan Police was released in March 2023. This report suggests that policing in general, attracts individuals who want to abuse their position of power (EVAW, 2023). Problems associated with police corruption in general are a lack of public confidence, lack of support, underreporting of crimes, a potential increase in crimes due to people holding the opinion that “if the police can do it then so can I” and many other issues. The police themselves and the general public will benefit from this research because it will hopefully offer some clarity to those worried about the police as it should reassure them that not all police are corrupt. Police officers may benefit from this research due to them understanding how the public views them and how they can change perceptions.  Research will involve looking into real life cases to establish what makes a police officer corrupt, different case reports, looking at percentages of those who are corrupt in different forces rather than specific numbers due to their being smaller amounts of officers in some constabularies, which factors make different genders lose confidence and why, how this varies with age and many other topics. 
These are all relevant topics to discuss because police corruption does occur. It is vital in the modern day to understand the fundamentals of police corruption and why it happens so regularly.
1.5 research methods and timescales
This research project will incorporate the use of research papers, journals, news articles, books, real-life case studies and reports, focusing mainly on secondary research, primary research will be used too. The time period which will be focused on will predominantly be within the last ten years, whilst touching on years prior to this to compare levels of concern and confidence. The main research strategy will be to gain qualitative data, this is because when discussing public confidence levels it is vital to discuss thoughts and feelings of those involved. There will be a touch a quantitative research to look into statistics, this will allow a better understanding of the facts, rather than solely opinions and thoughts of the general public.
1.6 Value of research
Problems associated with the research on this topic could be that there will be sensitive topics to discuss. Another issue could be that there may not be a definitive answer as to why police corruption does happen, instead there might be many suggestions to make to make sure it doesn’t happen going forward. Having said this, there may not be any solution good enough to entirely eliminate corruption within the police. This research could potentially help with reassuring the public that they can trust the police and only a small percentage of officers have acted corruptly. It might be thought that the police themselves will benefit from this research to gather a further understanding of why people may not trust them. Victims of crime may benefit from this research, those who have reported crimes and those who have not. This is because is may encourage victims to speak out about what has happened to them. A drawback of this could be it may also discourage them to speak out due to fear of corruption. The general public could benefit from this research as they may have a better understanding of police corruption and the surrounding issues. Those who live in areas where there has been insufficient evidence of corruption, may feel at ease once evidence has shown that the police force within their area is showing no evidence of corruption. This research may help focus on gaps such as why police officers act as criminals, how this happens, ‘double agents’ in the sense that some officers may be gang members trying to get in to the prisons to provide illegal substances to prisoners. It is difficult to find an article written about the police that doesn’t talk about how corrupt they are, particularly the Metropolitan.The reasons listed above are reasons as to why this research has value and why it is worth doing.  
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