Summary of “The Wisdom of Confucius”
 
This book summarizes the main point of how Confucius viewed the relations of Ethics and Self-cultivating as the starting point to the relations of Ethnics and Politics. From here, Confucius elongated on education issues, including how to make good use of various educational resources to achieve the goal of a peaceful world. For example, music may enlighten people ( Yochi, Liki, Ch.19 )(P.555) and “Therefore the music of a peaceful and prosperous country is quiet and joyous, and the government is orderly ” and “ Thus we see music and government are directly connected with one another. ”
 
The core of Confucianism is based on self-cultivation on a path of rationality, and for personal/family moral order to be the foundation of policy.
Confucius believes education is distinctly important. He puts forward
“The only way for the superior man to civilize the people and establish good social customs is through education.” (Hsueh chi,Liki, Ch.18) (P.523)
This clearly states that Education is a necessary means. And it is also a way to keep the country in peace and harmony. Therefore, if education is neglected, the country could be in turmoil.
 
“Education” in Chinese characters is 教育（jiao yu). 
The text book of Shuowen Jiezi(說文解字) explains: 教（jiao）, to mean “to lead children by example”; 育（yu_ means teaching children to be good people.
The meaning is the same as to lead by example “ From the emperor down to the common men, all must regard the Cultivation of the personal life as the root or foundation.” (Tahsueh, Liki, Ch. 42) 
I could not agree any further with Confucius. Indeed, to regulate the family we need to amend our incorrect behaviour. For example, a mother with daughters will expect her daughters to have a good character and establish a positive outlook in life. However, supposing the mother’s life is chaotic or if she loses her direction in life, in such a case, it may be very difficult for her to guide her children in the right direction.
The meaning of to Cultivate yourself starts from a sincere thought and a righteous mind. This could guide people to gain good conduct, proper speech, and correct behaviour. This person sets an example at home and the family all learn from him/ her, then the family is completed. When a family is in harmony, it may bring success to the family.

 
The theory behind Confucianism is the centre of Chinese culture. The guidelines being” Let the will be set on the path of duty. Let every attainment in what is good be firmly grasped. Let perfect virtue be accorded with. Let relaxation and enjoyment be found in the polite arts.”
The Confucianism theory may be suitable for anyone to study, and whoever practices in real life could obtain authentic happiness. Anyone can use these theories, from one person to a family, in business and enterprise, even expanding out to the entire world. This would not be merely by means of knowledge in the Confucius classics, but by the practical code of conduct for a happy life, successful business and world peace.
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