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Dr Jane Goodall was born in England 1934. From a very young age she had always been very interested in animals and wildlife. On her first birthday she was given a Chimpanzee in honour of a baby chimpanzee being born at London Zoo. 

When she was five years old, she had hidden in a henhouse, she hid in there so, she could see where the eggs had come from. Not realising that her parents were frantically out looking for her.  When she finally appeared, she was very excited about she had found out.  Rather than her parents telling her off, they had listened to her exciting story. 

She had always wanted to live in Africa so that she could watch and write about the animals, Her mother had encouraged her by saying, “ Jane if you really want something, and if you work hard, take advantage of the opportunities, and never give up, you will somehow find a way”  (Jane Goodall Biography, (n.d.).)

It was at the age of twenty-three that Jane had travelled to Kenya by boat. Although she had an amazing time meeting new people and enjoying the wildlife, the most important event in her trip was meeting the famous anthropologist and palaeontologist Dr Louis S B Leakey. This is where her journey really begins once she starts working with Dr Leakey. 

Because she had impressed Dr Leakey with her knowledge of Africa and all wildlife, he had hired her as his assistant. 
Jane had travelled with Dr Leakey and his wife, archaeologist Mary Leakey to Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania on a fossil-hunting expedition. 

"I could have learned a whole lot more about fossils and become a palaeontologist. But my childhood dream was as strong as ever–somehow, I must find a way to watch free, wild animals living their own, undisturbed lives–I wanted to learn things that no one else knew, uncover secrets through patient observation.
'I wanted to come as close to talking to animals as I could.” 
(T, 2017)

Jane had become widely known due to the film called Miss Goodall and the Wild Chimpanzees this was released in 1965.  With this exposure had brought international acclaim and ignited what became a legendary career in primatology. 

Jane has since completed a Ph.D. at Cambridge University, authored many books, mentored many new generations of scientists, she has promoted conservation in the developing world, as well as establishing sanctuaries for chimpanzees. Now Jane Goodall Institute’s Roots and Shoots is in nearly a hundred countries, training people to become conservation leaders. 
(T, 2017)



In 1977 Jane had founded the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI). This was to support research in Gombe and to scale up the research protection of the chimpanzees within their habitat.
It was not until the late 80s that it had become clear that Gombe was only part of the solution to a much bigger, rapidly growing problem of the deforestation and declining chimpanzees’ population across Africa.

With this in mind she had redefined the traditional conservation and approached it with what would be recognised as the role that the people play in the well-being of animals and their habitat. 
It was a group of young people who had confided their deep concerns, that she had invited them to co-found Roots & Shoots, this is a program at work with young people in a hundred countries to foster the informed conservation leaders that our world so urgently needs.
So, what is the approach that JGI have and does it help the lives of people and animals alike?
Well they have the conservation science; they use the latest scientific discoveries and technologies; this helps with trying to solve some of the world’s toughest conservation challenges. With the tools and knowledge, it helps them to watch the habitat health, map distribution of the chimpanzees and other great apes, also to observe and analyse the actions of humans. 
The concentrate very heavily on citizen science and crowdsourcing with aim of engaging and empowering the local communities, decision-makers, to better stewards of the environment, protection of chimpanzees, great apes as well as all living things. 

Healthy Habitats – With human communities growing and being unsustainable, it is putting the future of the natural habitats at risk.

At JGI they believe the best way that we can protect healthy habitats is to try and focus on the actions that not only will protect the endangered animals and their habitats but would also help the local communities whose lives depend on the healthy environment. 
“Healthy Habitats” (n.d.). 

Within the JGI they work at the landscape scale, this focuses on protecting the vital corridors weaving together a network of community reserves and national protected areas that connect communities of chimpanzees, improving genetic viability of the species across their entire range.
“healthy habitats” (n.d.).  

We are all very aware of the importance of climate change, we also know that deforestation is taking away the natural habitats of all wildlife. Did you know as well as us taking away the natural habitats, by deforestation and forest degradation it contributes as much as thirty percent of global greenhouse gas emissions each year.
“Project Issue: Protecting Habitats and fighting climate change” (n.d.).

Tropical rainforests are disappearing in the Congo Basin, this is due to timber and mining industries, along with agricultural land clearing.  The local people are lacking basic needs, so often rely on forests, harvesting trees to sell as charcoal unsustainably.
“Project Issue: Protecting Habitats and fighting climate change” (n.d.).

At the Jane Goodall Institute they aim to help local communities to improve their, education, and economic livelihoods in order to achieve protection of forest habitats. With keeping the forests alive it helps keep the global ecosystems, this allows the forest to be the “lungs” of the planet by absorbing the excess harmful carbon and releasing oxygen. 
By working with local and international governments, they help to support policy which emphasizes sustainable development. “Project Issue: Protecting Habitats and fighting climate change” (n.d.).

Jane Goodall has helped mankind rethink our relationships with other lives with whom we share this planet, she has also helped reshape our responsibilities towards them. Within the forty years plus the Jane Goodall Institute has expanded on Jane’s vision and her work into a global mission to empower people to make a change and difference for all living things, for a greener future.  They continue to build for a better tomorrow and beyond. 
“timeline” (2017).
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