Role Play – Resident
I have lived in this little Welsh town all my life, as have my parents and grandparents. I have a passion for history and am a member of the local history society. We are a very tight-knit community; everyone knows everyone and the only businesses here are local ones – no chains or brands. All residents enjoy the relaxed and quiet nature of life here and have our worries about the prospect of that changing; hence having some reservations about the prospect of a new museum being built just outside town. Below I will list some of the points that myself and other residents have thought of in relation to the opening of the heritage museum.

Positive
· Will be interesting for locals to have somewhere different to go – could become a community hub of sorts
· Will be interesting for us residents to learn more about the history of our town and the castle
· If the establishment of the museum results in more tourists visiting the local area, then local businesses may thrive and prosper
· Local economy could be boosted as a result of an increase in spending locally
· The opening of the heritage centre could result in more jobs for local people being created
· Could be scope for local schools to visit for educational purposes

Negative / Concerns

· Too many tourists could actually have a negative effect on our town – the local area could become too busy thus resulting in issues with parking, traffic etc
· Will prices increase locally, e.g. in shops and restaurants etc?
· Will our council tax increase in order to cover costs arisen as a result of the new museum?
· Although local business may prosper at first, this may be the start of Holdingon becoming a tourist destination which could result in chain supermarkets, hotels or restaurants opening nearby thus potentially having adverse effects on local businesses.
· Are there safeguarding plans in place to ensure that the rare wildlife found locally, and their habitats will not be disturbed?
· This is a Welsh speaking area – will all signs and information be bilingual?
· Some residents have heard that the museum director is considering large scale plans in the future; scope for a live entertainment venue, a hotel etc. This raises numerous different concerns – 
· It feels that these plans are too ambitious for a little town like Holdingon – we’re a small quiet town and we’d like it to stay this way.
· How do these plans tally up with the authenticity of the site and castle; is the focus going to be on pleasing tourists or maintaining authenticity?
· It feels as if these potential plans would simply be a case of a private company glorifying heritage purely for financial gain – can anyone reassure us that this isn’t the case?
· Will there be a discounted entrance rate for residents?
· Many residents here have accessibility issues, whether it be due to old age or disabilities. How accessible will the new museum be?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Possibly most concerning is the fact that there is potential scope for more archaeological work at the site – does this mean that more of the site could be dug up?

