ECAD5002C – Yr iaith ar daith
Task 1
I have chosen for this lesson to read “Pwt wyt ti?” a book within the Fflic a Fflac series, my resources will be centred around the book and will be aimed towards a Reception class. The reason I have chosen this book is that the current welsh topic is “Ffrindiau” and part of their key vocabulary is the sentence structures “who are you?”. The children are already aware of provisions and resourses available to them, such as songs; a welsh area, including Welsh character and topical books, which I intend to use within my lesson, where I will be using songs in the beginning of the carpet time to re-familiarise themselves with Welsh sentence structures and to further support the vocabulary within songs. The learning outcome of the book is to help children understand how to ask who someone is in welsh and how to answer the question using the key characters Fflic and Fflac. I will have the children repeat the key sentence structures and key vocabulary I will say throughout the reading time and some of the activities and have children participate in the activities where I will have some of the children come to the front and answer the questions of “who are you?” from the song in welsh. I will also be using a “Bocs Cymraeg” where the children and I will sing “beth sy yn y bocs?” to which I call children out to pick an item from the box and respond with “dyma...”.

Task 2
https://youtu.be/FMGFDtpkFfg 

Task 3
The story I have planned of my lesson is from the Fflic a Fflac resource series “Pwy wyt ti?” which will be directed towards a reception class where they have been learning about the topic of Ffrindiau and how to ask, “who are you?” In welsh, within this lesson the children will be developing aspects of the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) where “Children should be given opportunities to: use simple words, greetings and expressions, answer and ask questions based on a pattern, recite or sing Welsh poems and songs”, as the activities the children will be undertaking on the carpet will involve them singing songs relating to their topic and the children will answer and ask questions based on a pattern through both the songs and the book, there will also be a series of other welsh activities that will take place on the carpet such as counting from one to ten in welsh, singing “syt mae’r tywydd heddiw?” and running throught a series of welsh commands through a game of simon says, however, these activities will not be relevent to the topic and are simply warm up exercises, they will not be highlighted. Before I begin my activities, I will ask the question of “can anyone tell me what pwy wyt ti Means?”, using the question to activate prior knowledge in the children which would give me an estimate on the level of understanding of the children. The use of repetition in my activities and my choice of book stems from behaviorism and the indirect contribution of Ivan Pavlov (Principles of Learning, 2019) where he used dogs in an experiment where after he rang a bell, he would feed the dog, so once the rang the bell, the dogs would salivate, John B. Watson (Principles of Learning, 2019) then related this to behaviorism where repetition helps with learning, In addition to this, the class is familiar with a series of resources and strategies such as songs and rhymes that use repetition to promote the development of the welsh language. To support the story, I have also included a series of songs with resource to promote engagement amongst the children for example, one of the songs the children are familiar with is the “beth sy yn y bocs?” song which will be accompanied by a “Bocs Cymraeg” which contains a series of items which the children need to respond to, the class will sing the question part of the song, then when we reach the “dyma.. ” section of the song, I will ask certain children to come to the front of the class and pick one of the item from the box and use said item to answer the “dyma..” Section of the song for example, a child pulls out a teddy, the child will sing “dyma tedi”, the aim of the box is to provide a hook for the session, where the box starts off on the floor at the front of the class, this would provide a sense of mystery and enquiry amongst the children which would keep them engaged to find out what is in the box, I looked at lev Vygotsky’s (Teaching English:<br />A website on strategy, 2019) use of scaffolding where I will provide a basic portion of information such as there Is something in the box and we will be asking through the song ”beth sy yn y bocs?” to which we will build on this by answering the question with “dyma...” and revealing the items one by one, while provides the support in an engaging manner. In addition to this song, the children and I will use and perform the song “pwy wyt ti?” where I will choose some of the children to join me at the front of the class where we will ask “pwy wyt ty?” To which they would respond with the next section of the song where they would state their name followed by“ ydw I”, for example the child's name is Sam, so the response from the class singing “pwy wyt ti?”, Sam would respond by singing “Sam ydw I”, this provides not only a good engagement strategy but also a good behavioral strategy as only the children who are sitting nicely will be selected, where the children's focus will be shifted to myself to see whether or not they will be selected. In addition to the Pavlov and J.B. Watson, Michael Gazzaniga believes that “The information that enters STM only lasts up to several minutes unless it is attended to and encoded through rehearsal processes” (Gazzaniga et al., 2009, as cited in beginning with what students know: the role of prior knowledge in learning), which further support the use of repetition through songs and rhyme within the classroom as information is more likely to move from short term memory to long term memory through mnemonics. For promoting welsh planning sheet, see appendix. 


 Upon reflection of the story and activities, I feel that I have overall successfully carried out what I have explained previously, where I completed all the activities had set out to do aswell as the story. To begin I asked the children “what in welsh have we been learning?” to which a child responded with “pwy wyt ti?”, I decided to follow up with “what does ‘pwy wyt ti?’ mean?”, the children responded to the by saying “what’s your name?”, this suggests that there is a misconception with regards to the children’s current understanding, which I proceeded to correct by saying “not quite, the answer is who are you?” to which I had the children repeat back to me in English, then repeat again in welsh. I feel I was correct in clearing the misconception with the children however, perhaps if I had responded to the answer “what is your name?” with “that’s a good attempt, how else could we say that?”, allowing the children to realise the answer themselves as appose me simply giving them the answer. The next relevant activity was the “pwy wyt ti?” song, during this I had asked a child to join me at the front of the class where the class sung the first verse asking the child who they were in welsh, and the child at the front would sing the second  verse stating who they were, instead of having a series of children at the front, I had the same child up twice, perhaps If I had asked one or more child to join me at the front and allowed them a verse each then perhaps the rest of the class would have engaged further, also I paused for an extensive period of time before the song which was due to me briefly forgetting the tune to the song, perhaps to avoid this in the future I could ask either the children if they remember the song or simply ask the assisting adults in the room. The third activity was the “beth sy yn y bocs?” song and resource, where I asked the class what they think is in the box and the response I received was dolly, the class and I then sang the song asking question, which I then selected a child to pick out an item from the box and tell the class what he pulled out, to my surprise, the child’s response was “Draig” which was the welsh name for the item he pulled from the box, this shows the child’s level of vocabulary and application, relating to the activating prior knowledge point made earlier. Then stated to the class “dyma draig”, however on reflection perhaps having the child at the front state this would have been more appropriate, although I felt it appropriate for the rest of the class to repeat my statement back to me to develop their oracy. Once the class had the statement repeated back to me, the class and I sang the final verse what item was in the box. I continued to repeat this process with two other children before moving on to the story, where as a class we discussed the cover of the book and what character we might see in the story, however the children were not familiar with the characters Fflic and Fflac so should I use a resource series such as Fflic a Fflac in the future, perhaps introduce those key characters early on, this did lead to further implications when questioning while reading the book to the children as I was asking who might be the silhouetted character, which I had either no response to or children were reciting the song “pwy wyt ti?” however this further reinforces mnemonics and its effectiveness in retaining information, toward the end of the story I was able to receive and answer from some of the children to the question “pwy wyt ti?” without the assistance of the song. Over all I feel that my confidence to model the songs, story and questioning was good however some improvements would be using more engaging activities as a lot of attention was taken off myself and more on the environment around them.
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