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[bookmark: _Toc129027958]Introduction
In this report, the theories, models and applications of Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing will be discussed along with the evaluation of their strengths and weaknesses. For the application of the ideas, Drug Crime will be selected.
[bookmark: _Toc129027959]Ideas and Theories of Classical Criminology
Criminology refers to the research-based and methodical study of crime, criminals, and punishment. The purpose of this discipline is to understand the crimes, psychology behind committing crimes, and ways to mitigate crimes (Adler, Mueller, and Laufer, 2018). The key contributors to Classical Criminology are Cesare de Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham. According to the Classical Criminology theory, people make their own choices based on their free will, and hence, a person is entirely accountable for their actions. The theory also states that crime results from the criminal's rational decisions. Humans are rational species who tend to commit crimes for self-interest if they are not discouraged by the appropriate punishment (Jones, 2013).
However, Beccaria acknowledged that not all people can be influenced similarly by the punishment as their perception of the pain caused by punishment can be different due to their social or surrounding conditions. For example, poor and unprivileged people tend to be less deterred by punishment and more attracted by the advantages they can obtain through the crime. So, social factors are also considered one of the key causes of crime, but Beccaria focused more on crime than the criminal. Because he used to believe in equality and think that only the action itself can separate criminals from ordinary non-criminal people. Therefore, Classical Criminology believes that crime is the rational choice of people who are conscious of the consequences of their choices and actions. So, they should get the suitable punishment based on the level of their crimes.
Beccaria stated that the extent of punishment must be set according to the extent of damage caused by the crime. He also opposed the inappropriate and unnecessarily harsh punishment. The principles of equality must also be practiced regarding the justice and punishment for everyone (Gehring and Batista, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc129027960]How Classical Criminology helps comprehend Criminality and Crime
Classical Criminology is the base of many modern criminology theories. This theory not just helps understand the reasons for crimes but also guides to setting appropriate punishment based on the crime. As a result, the justice system in the modern era, especially in America and Europe, greatly follows the concept of classical criminology. The Classical Criminology theory helps understand crime by describing the rational choice theory. Based on the rational choice theory, criminals make rational decisions about committing the crime, and hence, people who commit crimes must be responsible for their own choices and free will. Classical Criminology also applies the pain-pleasure principle, which states that people act in certain ways in order to reduce pain and achieve pleasure or self-interest. People compare the advantages they can get from the crime with the pain they may get from the punishment and make decisions about the crime accordingly. It is called hedonistic calculus. So, classical criminology shows how criminals make decisions about their actions and what can be the possible psychology behind crimes (Walsh and Hemmens, 2019). 
Moreover, classical criminology also provides insights into determining the degree of punishment based on the effects of the crime. The theory also shows that punishment can discourage crimes. However, the degree of punishment must be proportional to the crime level. Therefore, classical criminology, through its principles and theories, helps achieve basic knowledge about crimes, criminal psychology, and punishment (Muncie, 2006).
[bookmark: _Toc129027961]Models of Evidence-Based Policing & Application of Classical Criminology in understanding these Models
[bookmark: _Toc129027962]Description of Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-Based Policing focuses on making policies and decisions in police practices based on evidence (Mitchell and Huey, 2019). An example of evidence-based policing is using the research evidence from crime data analysis to find out the geographic locations concentrated with crime. Evidence-Based Policing has two key elements:
· Police officers generally conduct investigations and do their jobs based on their training and experiences. But they are not well-informed about the scientific research or studies. Usually, the study of crimes is conducted by criminologists that are published in the academic journals. Evidence or findings extracted from the research can be utilized by police departments to easily understand the nature, reasons and extent of any crime and to evaluate the effects and consequences of policies (Kennedy, Caplan and Piza, 2018). 
· Another element of evidence-based policing is translating research evidence into easily accessible and comprehensible format for police officers. These formats can be useful for police departments to investigate various crimes (Lum and Koper, 2017). 
However, evidence-based policing does not provide police departments with definite or certain instructions or answers. Rather, police officers and staff should integrate their own experience, knowledge and critical thinking skills into the evidences and evaluate and identify the appropriate available evidence for their investigations.
[bookmark: _Toc129027963]Models & Applications 
[bookmark: _Toc129027964]POP
POP means Problem-Oriented Policing, which refers to identifying and eliminating the root causes of crimes usually occurring in areas where the crime rate is high. The POP model was established by Herman Goldstein in an attempt to improve the methods of policing. The POP model mainly focuses on the problems and crimes occurring in the community because crime is not only a concern for police departments but also for the community (Bullock and Tilley, 2009). Example of POP model: when a police department gets frequent calls about drug abuse and drug dealers in a certain area, the common approach of police is investigating the crime and arresting the criminals. However, this approach cannot resolve long-term crime. 
On the contrary, by applying POP models, police departments can detect the underlying reasons for the crime by collecting information and evidence, such as identifying the drug dealers and abusers, the conducive areas and times of drug crime, etc. Based on the findings, the police department, along with other authorities, can take mitigative measures to control crime. Classical Criminology can be used to get the reasoning behind the POP model. Classical Criminology says that crime is the rational choice of people who makes decisions by measuring the pain of punishment and pleasure of crimes. Since the POP model focuses on the problems, it follows the classical criminology theories to understand why problems are made and how people become influenced to commit crimes. When problems can be identified, the solutions can be easily discovered.
[bookmark: _Toc129027965]SARA
The SARA model is another crucial problem-solving model for police departments. SARA means Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment. These are the consecutive steps of the SARA model by which police can identify and solve problems (Mitchell and Huey, 2019). 
· Scanning: This is the first step where police departments identify the problems occurring in a particular region. In addition, the problems must be evaluated to verify whether the problems are real, are the problems causing minor inconveniences or severely causing harm to the well-being of people, the frequency, duration and time of problem etc. 
· Analysis: After detecting the problems, intelligence and available information are applied to identify the root causes that lead to the problems. If the causes can not be detected, there is no point of identifying the problems. The underlying causes can help in eliminating the crimes in the long run by taking necessary actions. Analysis also includes categorizing the causes such as if the problems are happening due to environmental or social issues, lack of ethical knowledge or security. During analysis, various research-based data such as the demographics and statistical data are applied.  
· Response: After identifying the problems and their underlying reasons, police departments and other community members take steps to design the response or actions that have the high likelihood of success in reducing the problem or crime. Actions may include arresting and punishing the criminals, setting punishment, creating new laws, increasing the security system, running educational campaigns to create awareness and teach community people about how to send complaints and prevent crimes in their community and more. 
· Assessment: This is the last step, where the results of the responses are evaluated to see whether the response produced the desired effect and what modification should be made to improve the result. 
(Kennedy, Caplan and Piza, 2018)
The reasoning behind the SARA model is to understand and identify the main reasons for the crime and take actions based on the crime with the help of acquired evidence. The reasoning reflects the statement of classical criminology. Classical Criminology also focuses on the causes of crimes, how the decisions of crimes are made and how to set the appropriate punishment based on the severity of the crime. In the SARA model, after the identification and analysis, actions are taken based on the crime level, and assessments are done to make the responses proportional to the crime, which are some of the key principles of classical criminology. 
[bookmark: _Toc129027966]Hotspot
Hot spots are certain geographic regions where the crime rate is the highest and where the regional attributes are conducive to committing crimes. Hotspot policing focuses on these hotspots to reduce crimes. According to this policing model, crimes are not distributed evenly throughout a large geographic region or area but is concentrated in small region (Millie and Das, 2008). So, focusing on the main areas where crimes are generated can help solve problems efficiently. Hotspot policing follows two theories in solving problems which also reflect the theories of classical criminology. 
· Crime opportunity theory: This theory claims that criminals make rational choices about their crimes by weighing the advantages and risks (Newburn, 2008). Classical criminology also explains this criminal behavior with rational choice theory. 
· Deterrence theory: According to this theory, crimes can be eliminated by appropriate punishment and when the pain of punishment outweighs the pleasure or advantage of crimes. This theory aligns with the pain-pleasure principle or hedonism in classical criminology. 
[bookmark: _Toc129027967]Application of Evidence-Based Policing and Classical Criminology on a crime activity
Drug crime refers to making, selling, distributing, buying, and taking psychoactive drugs illegally. The reasons for drug crime can be explained with classical criminology. People who are involved in drug crime make rational decisions about their crime as they think that selling drugs will help them make huge money or taking drugs will give them pleasure, and they perceive the risks as less severe as the crime occurs with high confidentiality. So, criminals conduct hedonistic calculus. For eliminating drug crime, evidence-based policing models such as POP, SARA, and Hotspot will be effective. Based on these models, 
· The underlying causes and research-based evidence of drug crime needs to be identified and analyzed. Some root causes: mental disorders, poverty, unemployment, etc.
· The actions should be made based on the severity of crime in a specific locations. Such as punishing criminals based on their degree of crimes for effective deterrence, enhancing security, raiding the crime hotspots etc.
· Assessing the effectiveness of the actions and take corrective actions accordingly.

[bookmark: _Toc129027968]Strengths & Weaknesses
Classical Criminology
Strengths
· Effective in decreasing crime rate by providing insights into deterrence theory and appropriate punishment.
· Provides the bases for modern criminology theories
· Effective in stopping unfair punishment 
Weaknesses
· Does not explain the biological theories of crimes
· Has become outdated
· Does not explain the inequalities and discrimination in society that may lead to crime 

Evidence-Based Policing
Strengths
· Effective in reducing long-term crimes
· Leads to high transparency in police practices
· Helps to evaluate the effectiveness of various actions in reducing crime and apply the effective policies in the future. 

Weaknesses
· It is time consuming and fully depends on only the credible findings
· Faulty research may lead to misleading evidence and thus faulty police practices

[bookmark: _Toc129027969]Conclusion
Therefore, the appropriate implementation of Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing is crucial in understanding and eradicating crime without compromising justice. Also proper enforcement of the law is necessary to resolve the issue of drug crime. 
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