Chronicon Anglicanum

The year from the Incarnation of the Lord 1066. William, duke of the Normans, assembled an immense army from parts across the sea, he landed in England at Hastings, and by the fair judgement of God on the day of Pope St Calixtius, King Harold, who had unjustly usurped the English rule, [William] deprived him of his life and kingdom at the same time, although some people contend that Harold hid himself amongst the dead, and by night to slip away into flight, after much travelling about, he led an eremitical life at Chester, and until the time of Henry II, he lasted, blessed by the saints.

[BIG GAP!]

Concerning the coronation of King John and how he succeeded his brother.

After King Richard died, Count John, his brother, succeeded him, in the duchy and in the kingdom. When he heard of the death of his brother, (whose court he had left a little while before because of the shortage of cash and because of certain disagreements which had arisen between them), he immediately went to Chinon castle, which was being kept by the royal treasurer, and the castle and the treasurer were handed over to him by Robert of Turnham, soon he took other castles and cities of Normandy, without any resistance; and so by the common election of the nobles and the acclamation of the citizens, he was made Duke of Normandy at Rouen in the octave of Easter.

However the Bretons hearing of King Richard’s death, relying on the advice and aid of King Philip, took possession of the county of Anjou and the city of Le Mans and were received by the citizens of the area; who unanimously rebelled against the duke, and tried by every means to make the prince of that land, the boy Arthur, their lord, namely the son of Geoffrey, count of Brittany, who was born second after King Richard. So Duke John then burned down Le Mans, and sent his army against the Angevins. But King Philip, invading Normandy from other side, did not allow the duke to combat the Bretons for long.

Although he was being invaded thus one after the other by foreign armies, Duke John meanwhile secretly sailed to England with his intimates, was crowned with much pomp among the citizens on Ascension Day by Lord Hurbert, Archbishop of Canterbury at Westminster. Then King John returned to Normandy taking with him a mighty English army, which fought eagerly all that summer against the French army, a sufficiently aggressive army it showed its worth.

 Concerning the peace treaty between the king of England and the King of France.

1200AD. After the wearisome exhaustion of each king’s army, after many discussions about making peace, at length the two kings, treating together reciprocally about a final agreement, drew up a peace formula of the following nature. Namely that King John quit claimed to the king of France and his heirs in perpetuity the whole of the Norman Vexin, with Gisors and the rest of the castles located in the Vexin, this land King Henry his father had once given to King Louis in return for his assistance against King Stephen. King Louis then gave away this land again as a marriage portion with his daughter Margaret, whom the young King Henry married. However an exception was made of all the land of the archbishop of Rouen; also of the beautiful castle de Faro [Gaillard?] and the island of Andelys and Boutavant, which are sited in the aforesaid land of the archbishop, and which King Richard had built. Moreover King John gave as a marriage portion with his niece (namely the daughter of Petit, King of Spain) whom Louis, a young man of nice disposition, the son of King Philip married, all the castles which the same Philip had captured in Normandy, of which he was seized on the day on which the bravest of kings, Richard, died, namely Vernon, Pascy, and Ivry and Normancourt.

He also gave as the marriage portion the city of Evreux, with the whole county, and the Auvergne and Berry. Also King John granted that if he should die without an heir of his first wife, the son of the King of France should have the homage of Hugh of Gounay and the county of Aumarle after the king’s death; but if the niece of the King of England died without issue, the aforesaid homage and the whole of the aforesaid marriage portion would revert to the rightful heir of the king of England. Moreover King John gave King Philip 30 000 marks. Then the King of France restored to the King of England Tours, and all the castles which he had captured in Touraine, and he received the homage of the king if England for all the lands, fees and tenements which King Richard, or King Henry his father, had ever held of him, or of his predecessors, except quit claims and marriage portions. And he took his homage for Brittany and this was according to the judgement of his court; and the King of France handed over Arthur to the King of England, who received his homage for Brittany and Richmond. Then the King of England gave the earldom of Gloucester to the count of Evreux in exchange. And then both kings swore in their bodies that they would keep the peace that had been set down in writing and sealed with their seals.

Concerning the king’s taxation (exactio)      

After King John had made this peace overseas, in as much as he was a lover of peace and had arranged to lead a quiet life without any battles, considering how many had laid in wait to ambush the kingdom, and how many unfortunate things had happened to his father and his brothers and all the kingdom as a result of frequent recourse to battle, he returned to England urgently demanding an aid from all the kingdom to pay the aforesaid 30 000 marks. Therefore an edict went out from the king’s justices throughout all England, that each working plough should pay three shillings; this undoubtedly heavy tax very much weakened the people of the land, since a heavy exaction of scutage had preceded it. For two marks had been paid on the shield although never more than twenty shillings on the shield had been levied. 

Concerning the disagreement which arose between the king and the Cistercians and the making of peace.

Then the King of England coming to the province of York, demanded money from certain abbots of the Cistercian order coming there to meet him, and also from the rest (of the order); wishing to subject the order to the servitude of taxation, which up till then had been free of all kinds of customs.

Those abbots then, not yet having had the advice of the rest of their co-abbots, and fearing that if they endorsed the royal tax, afterwards the order would be reduced to liability to servile customs, replied simply to the king that they in no way authorised any monetary taxation, except by common counsel and the assent of the general chapter. The king was extremely exasperated by their reply, in anger and rage he ordered his sheriffs (proceeding by word of mouth with those present, and by letter with the absent) that they should oppose the men of that order by whatever means availed, and do them harm, that they should take no judicial action against those that did them harm or falsely accused them, that they should not assist them in any business, but they were to hand over everything to the king. Therefore, those men of virtue, being very sad and fearful after a cruel edict of this nature, sent the king’s mandate to Lord Hubert archbishop of Canterbury, begging him to meet the king about his harsh edict and mitigate his hostility, however he might, with prayers and gifts.

Gently pitying their afflictions and calamities, he freely rebuked the king for such great cruelty, denouncing him as a persecutor of holy church for daring to inflict such great and numerous annoyances upon foremost sons of the church, whom church praised and honoured for the quality of their life and the austerity of their rule; whom kings and princes of the earth till now had always held in such great veneration that they had given them lands and extensive possessions and protected everything of theirs with the shield of defence.

Then the king, countenancing the archbishop’s reproof for the time, recalled the priors uselessly by new letters, but his savage mind did not lay aside its hostility against them. After he had gone abroad, the archbishop, in order to placate the king’s mood, pledged him, on behalf of the order, a thousand marks of silver, however on this condition, that he should endorse with the protection of his seal all those charters and liberties, which king Richard had confirmed to them; but he utterly despised this offering, as if it were next to nothing. And then he sailed away breathing fire [menaces] and slaughter against the followers of Christ, complaining loudly to the overseas abbots about the response of the abbots in England. Therefore, having paid the king of France that 30 000 marks, and having subdued all this enemies and pacified them, he returned to England around about the feast of Michealmas, together with his wife, namely the daughter of the count of Angouleme, whom he had married abroad on the advice of King Philip; for he had divorced his first wife, namely the daughter of the Earl of Gloucester, on a mandate of the lord pope, on grounds of consanguinity. Then on the very day, that is the Sunday after the feast of Michealmas [8 October], that was to wear the crown at Westminster, and his wife who seemed to be about twelve years old was to be consecrated queen, early in the morning, before they went to the church, he commanded Hugh de Neville, the chief forester, and a certain man of another rank, to order all the foresters in office in England that they should summon everyone of the Cistercian order to remove all their plough horses, and pigs and flocks and all their animals from the lord king’s forest by a fortnight after Michaelmas week; and that if after the given date they were found in the forest, they were to be taken and sold to the king’s use.

Therefore when the king’s most cruel edict had been promulgated, each house provided for its flocks meanwhile, as best as it could, and patiently bore the lord king’s great anger; crying out in their tribulation to the Lord their defender, to change the mood of the king to gentleness towards them and mercifully to free his flock from the tribulation of evil and grief. He most certainly did hear them, He who foes not fail those that believe in Him, and He quickly delivered them from this tribulation. When the king’s mandate had been made known, the archbishop sent his letters to all those abbots, warning them and advising them to meet at Lincoln for the visit of the king on the eve of St. Edmund [19 Nov] so that united together at the same time they might more easily incline the king’s savage mood and himself to mercy and the grace of reconciliation, Then, freely consenting to do his bidding, they met at the place named on the given day by democratic vote believing, more in the protection of the Lord then in the efficacy of their own virtue. Therefore they all met together there on the next day, that is on St. Edmund’s day [20 Nov], they hastened respectfully to the archbishop as he arrived outside the town, and dismounting from their horses they all of them fell down at his knees, humbly beseeching him mercifully to look after their affairs, and to move the king’s mood which was exasperated against them to the grace of good will by his solicitude. Then the archbishop completely overcome by the humility of so many distinguished people, got down from his horse and prostrating himself too, wept. Then he promised that he would be their helper and adviser in all matters, and having heard their advice, he promised to look after the security and interests of the order as best as he could and to apply himself to placating the king’s attitude by all possible means. Then he urged them that they should go outside the town on the morrow to meet the king as he arrived, and that they should receive him with the humility that was appropriate so that they might more easily alter his mood to piety and mercy. But afterwards, discussing this amongst themselves, it was agreed that they should not go to meet the king outside the town; lest by any chance they might be disparaged in any way by the royal outriders who knew that the king’s mood was hostile to them, and lest they might be received with derision by the triflers of the royal hall. 

Concerning the abbot’s discussion

When the archbishop had entered the town, the abbots, remaining outside the town in a certain area, discussed the business in hand in different ways, some of them held the view that the king’s mood which was hostile to them might be placated by a gift of money; others however urged against paying any money at all, in case through the occasion of a gift of a gift of this kind the ancient liberty if the order might be rewarded with servitude of taxation, and in this way the order might be subjected little by little to the secular power. A discussion took place also about how much money should be paid for their charters and liberties. For some of them were of the opinion that it would be unsuitable if they offered the king a smaller sum of money than the lord archbishop had offered on their behalf earlier, but that something more should be added to the sum already offered in case the king was more angry with them because of the second offer than the first; in case instead of stimulating the grace of reconciliation, it provoked more kindling of hostility and anger. 

While the discussion was thus held up by the division of opinion, and one side approved even less the suggestion of the other side, behold, the lord abbot of Meaux, (formerly the notary/secretary of the lord archbishop, and still very close to him) brought out a transcript of some letter which had been addressed by the general Cistercian chapter to the lord archbishop. The general drift of these letters was as follows; that they greeted the lord archbishop as their brother, and that they acknowledged his many favours, by which he had so palpably shown his love of the holy order, maintained the liberties of the order everywhere, given the diligent assistance to the English abbots in all affairs, and gently protected their worldly goods. Submissively they prayed him that what he had kindly started for them, he should see through perseveringly to the end. Amongst other things they humbly demanded that he would never allow the ancient liberty of the order to be reduced to hated servitude, or its pristine status to be despoiled. It was safer and more tolerable for the order to suffer shipwreck in one part of the world, or sustain loss for a time, than be submissive to the unjust exactions of the royal power, the order up to now had flourished in the times of all former kings everywhere in the world, and had shone splendidly in its great freedom of status. It would be very dangerous to make such an agreement for peace with one king as a result of which the whole of the order’s posterity might groan and opportunity be created for enmity and unjust exaction against the order among other among other princes of the world everywhere. And so having heard letters of this nature, (the contents of which we cannot give here, because we do not have them in our possession, but the theme of the letters can be understood), all were united in one accord; namely that no money ought to be given or offered to the king, whereby the freedom of the order might be jeopardised in the future. So certain of them said that they would more willingly put up with any kind of hardship inflicted on them in order to protect the freedom of the order, either by being banished from their only property, or, having laid down the pastoral care, by living in abbeys overseas, than to come to an agreement with the king through the uncertainness of a peace of this kind, by the payment of an unlawful sum of money. Therefore, having settled an agreement of this kind amongst them, they returned each to his own lodging. The next say, however, they met again, they were unwilling for the reason mentioned above to go out and meet the king as he arrived, afterwards they told the lord archbishop the reason why they refrained, and what kind of plan they had unanimously decided upon.

Then the next day, (namely, the first Wednesday after the feast of St Edmund), King John held a meeting with William the Lord King of Scotland, who with Roland prince of Galloway, and many other nobles had come to Lincoln in great array, to do his homage to the king of England, which he had put off up to that time. For this reason the abbots’ matter was delayed. However the next day, (namely the Thursday) the archbishop wishing to interrupt the king about the abbot’s business, heard from the king as if in an outburst of rage (the following word’s): ‘My Lord Archbishop, I pray you, do not make me angry today, because I have decided to be bled.’ So the archbishop took care to tell the abbots not come into the king’s sight. So the affair was delayed until the following Sunday [26 Nov.]; for this reason, in the meantime the abbots lived in affliction and anxiety of spirit for fear and expectation of what was to come, the end of which they did not in the least foresee.

Then the following Saturday the archbishop ordered them to assemble at the same time in the presence of the king in the church where he would hear mass the Sunday following. This was done. And when the lord king had heard mass with the archbishop, and was about to leave the church, the archbishop asked the king whether he would deign to listen mercifully to the abbots’ business, as they were in this presence there. Immediately the having humbly fallen down at the feet of the lord king, begged him trembling and with wavering voice, to be merciful to them and to the whole order. Then he, at the suggestion of the men of his bedchamber, ordered that the abbots should be shown into his chamber. Then he went on ahead into that chamber with the archbishop and bishops and nobles who had met there and he had a discussion with them about these abbots and the peace of the order. And when the abbots entered he got up, and withdrew into an inner chamber with two or three and as many nobles, and there they talked for a long time about that matter and the secure peace of the order, and examined with them its works of piety which were performed incessantly in the holy order. And now the spirit of understanding and piety filled the heart of the lord king and the hearts of the nobles who were with him, which turned them towards mercifulness and to the grace of devotion toward the men of the order and healthfully inspired their resolution. After a little while the king inquired in a loud voice of those who had come in: ‘And where is our lord and father the archbishop?’ And when he had been summoned, the king ordered the archbishop to talk with the abbots and inform them of his decision and his will. The archbishop then begged the king to speak to them himself as they were present; but he refused and excused himself, as unable to talk to them on grounds of piety, and the king instructed him again to make known what he had said, it being incumbent on him by the office if his fatherly concern to address his sons.

Everyone standing, the archbishop then stepped up speaking briefly as follows: ‘My lords abbots and beloved brothers in the Lord, our lord the king has been seen to have conducted himself with a hard heart towards you from some little time; it has been seen that he has shown signs of his rage and anger in his attitude and in words towards your order; but you must know for certain that he never bore such ill-will towards you that he wanted even more to occasion some kind of loss to the sacred order, or inflict the vexation of some kind of malice on your sacred colleges. Firstly then, we inform your fatherhood that the lord king has put out of his mind all anger and indignation that it was previously seen he had against you.’ At which words everyone gave thanks prostrate on the ground to the lord king. Then the archbishop went on to say: ‘Similarly the lord king humbly beseeches you that if you have borne any annoyance or loss through his men at this time because of this dispute, that you forgive him with all your heart.’ And then all equally declared, ‘We freely forgive everything‘, and then the king humbly prostrated himself at their feet and bedewed his face with tears; they in turn prostrated themselves on account of such great humility and reverence in the part of the king. Then all standing up on the archbishop said in like manner: ‘The king even beseeches you to intercede for him at the Cistercian chapter to the effect that he deserves to be received into the fraternity and the society of the whole order, and that they should inform him by their letters what they propose to do for him in each house. Moreover the lord king has made up his mind to build a distinguished house of your order in the England with your advice, where he made himself may be held in special remembrance as long as he shall live, and where hid death his body, by God’s will, may be brought honourably for burial. So he dedicates himself from henceforth to be the patron and defender of your order, and the guardian of all your property.’

Then those abbots, hearing all these things, were filled with great joy, thanking Almighty God in many ways, who had so inclined the king’s mind to mercy and reverence for the order, who thus unexpectedly wished to console them magnificently, so that their grief was suddenly changed to joy, unhappiness to mirth, and the cloud of disagreement was changed to joy, unhappiness to mirth, and the cloud of disagreement was changed to the benefit of peace and concord. Indeed according to the word of the Psalmist, ‘He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him, he also will hear their cry and will save them.’

These things having been duly settled, and everyone having been received by the lord king in the kiss of peace, they suggested to the king that he should send letters to each of the sheriffs, to the effect that they were not to dare to so any more harm or annoyance to them. The king, freely agreeing to this suggestion, committed to the lord archbishop, to please everyone to send letters in the king’s name to the sheriffs of every county. This was their content:

‘John by the grace of God king of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy, Aquitaine, and Count of Anjou, to the sheriff of Essex and Hertfordshire, greeting. Know that we have received the abbots of the Cistercian order into the fullness of grace and that all their properties and possessions are in our hand and custody and protection. And thus we strictly enjoin you to protect, preserve and defend them, and their men and all their properties and possessions, as if they were ours and part of our own demesnes, and you are to do no injury, annoyance or harm to them, nor permit anyone so to do in your bailiwick. And if any loss or harm has been occasioned to them by anyone because of the anger which we were said to have had against them, see that they are compensated without delay. Witnessed by myself, at Lincoln, 26 November.’

Concerning the Bishop of Lincoln. 

 At the same time the Lord Hugh, bishop of Lincoln, one-time prior of a certain house of the Carthusian order in England, when he returned to England from a visit to his own country, was detained in London by a very grave illness. Through the onslaught of this illness he was taken from this light, and as we believe, crossed over into that brightness of light which never fails. His lifeless body was taken from London, and carried, by the grace of God, to the city of Lincoln, the seat of his bishopric, at that time, where the king of England had his meeting with the king of Scotland; where at that time three archbishops and almost all the nobility of both kingdoms had assembled. And so when the news was brought that the body of the bishop was approaching the city, the people rushed en masse to meet the funeral cortege of their pastor.  The kings themselves, with the archbishops and all the clergy and princes, devoutly made haste there. The king, having put away his royal pride, with the archbishops, with bended necks, placed the coffin humbly on their shoulders, considering the mud of the streets of little importance because of their respect for such a great man. Then he was borne by the archbishops and bishops and the clergy of the city, with psalms and hymns, into the cathedral church of his episcopal see. The readings in the nocturnal ceremonies of the funeral vigils were read by none other than archbishops and bishops. They thought themselves happy who were able to touch his coffin, or kiss his feet, or take hold of any of his clothing. Numerous offerings and great gifts were brought to him, while he lay unburied above ground, distinguished by his pontificals, his face being uncovered as is the custom, his head crowned with a mitre. He began in that town a certain new church in honour of the Mother of God elegantly designed, which is seen to excel all other churches in England because of its elegance of structure, which he declared must be completed whether he were alive or dead. He founded a certain fraternity in his diocese, through which a thousand marks were collected each year for that construction work. A rumour flying about has it that by the good works of this man divine virtue brought health to certain sick. Nor is it surprising if the Lord of all goodness, in order to magnify his love among men on earth, should show some kind of miracle, of a man whose celebrated reputation for sanctity stood high amongst many, so that they might unhesitatingly believe that he had led a life of virtue. Indeed before his episcopate he was remarkable by his outstanding monastic life, he was held to be the man with the highest reputation amongst monks; even after he became bishop he was ever zealous to have to have this same style of intercourse and humility, in so far as his pastoral care permitted. Also he so hated the disease of simony that he would not bestow ecclesiastical benefices to any gracious petition even of the king himself or any powerful man, unless the uprightness of his ways made him worthy of respect. There are many things that could be recorded of his praise worthy conduct but we leave these to those who are more eloquent and who have knowledge of his greater deeds.

This year Pope Innocent placed an interdict on all Christian ceremony in France, except the baptism of infants, because King Philip had repudiated his legitimate wife and had taken another. Undoubtedly as a result of the sentence of lawful interdict having been imposed the greatest strife of schism had arisen between the bishops and different ranks of the schism had arisen between the bishops and different ranks of the ecclesiastical profession, while some of them, obedient to the Lord Pope, humbly respected the sentence which had been imposed; others however supported the king’s side, indeed rather than fawned upon him, and some yielded to fear of the king, these administered the sacraments of the church. At this time Lord Odo, Bishop of Paris, since he scorned to the king’s rashness, was forced by certain of the king’s knights to leave his bishopric on foot, having been stripped of his horses, saddle-bags and other of his possessions. Similarly the Bishop of Sens was forced to leave his bishopric; many secular canons too, leaving their incomes, went into exile meanwhile in other places.

Oh how horrifying, no rather pitiful, was the sight at that time in each city of the doors of the churches locked, and the Christians debarred from entry there like dogs, the divine offices stopped, the sacraments of the Lord’s body and blood not administered, the people not streaming as was the custom, to the famous festivals of the saints, the corpses of the dead not given to burial by Christian rite, their stink polluting the atmosphere and the dreadful sight rousing horror in the minds of the living. Many legates were sent to the Roman curia by the lord king, who were to persuade the lord  pope by their protestations to change his mind about the sentence which had been imposed; but the lord pope could not be brought to revoke in any way the censure of the ecclesiastical punishment either by prayer, or by bribery, and even less by promises, until the king himself, forced by supreme necessity, put off his new intruded wife and recalled to legitimate marriage the wife he had unlawfully repudiated. During all that time when the queen had been sent away from her husband she had led a praiseworthy life in all chastity and in the profession of virtue under the protection of nuns, and she had devotedly sought the support of the prayers of all those in orders. This sentence imposed on the French by the Lord Pope lasted for almost nine months.

Concerning the Pope’s mandate.  

At this time Pope Innocent, having great concern about assistance for the lands of Jerusalem, having taken advice, took the occasion to send out a mandate of the following nature to the universal church.

‘Bishop Innocent, servant of the servants of God, to the venerable brothers the Archbishop of Canterbury and his suffragan bishops, and to his beloved sons the abbots, priors, and deacons archdeacons, and all clerks both subordinates and prelates, greeting and apostolic benediction. 
We are forced to weep over all the miseries and great needs of the Eastern church rather as the payment for sin than to consider when that land will have come to that condition, if indeed a fall can be called a condition, as we say weeping the while, as it will, unless there is help quickly for its need and resistance to the to the efforts of the pagans, when the few Christians, who have vowed themselves to the defence of the Lord’s inheritance and to the offices of Him that was crucified, must expect to be saturated by the spilling of their blood through enemy arrows and must be reconciled to the swords of the pagans in their jugulars, the remains of the desolation of that land being lost without hope of human aid, and being completely occupied by the enemy, and when almost all of them shall return from those parts as strangers. However, so far the Lord Jesus Christ has mercifully prevented this from happening in order to test our faith still more forcefully and to understand more forcefully and to understand more fully who are his own, turning their lands into his own and making it possible for those who were manifoldly at odds with each other to rage together, so that Christians then having been roused to the assistance of that land, the ability might more easily be given to recover what has been lost and to triumph over the enemy.  

We have received letters from our venerable brothers the patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem, and also the archbishops of both provinces, and similarly from our beloved sons in Christ Aimery of Jerusalem and Leon de Monte, L. illustrious kings of Armenia, and our beloved sons the masters of the Hospitallers of Jerusalem and of the knightly order of the Temple, and many others expounding more fully the tribulation and needs of that land and asking for the assistance that has been so long awaited, since they are hopeful there that, God willing, at this time a few men will be more useful, because of disunity among the Saracens, than a large army was up to now. They also added that, as there were negotiations for peace between the Saracens, unless help be brought to the province of Jerusalem before they make peace among themselves, unless God alone resists, since they are almost destitute of the strength and men, there will not be anyone who can contain their violence.

We therefore, with our brothers, having summoned the bishops and other men in holy orders at the papal see to discuss assistance for that land, lest we should be seen to place heavy burdens on the shoulders of those under us, while we are not willing even to move a finger, saying much, but doing nothing or very little: so that an example of generosity may be given by us to you to laymen, we have concerned ourselves to assign a tenth of our receipts and yields to assistance for the Eastern province, and we have chosen to give the necessary aid to the Holy Land not only in things, but also in people, we have decided to send our beloved sons[offredus] called priest of St Prassede and P. cardinal-deacon of S. Maria in Via Lata, on whom we have already placed the Sign of the Cross, who may lead the army of God acting in our place and let all men hasten to them as if to a single head.

Then because that is not much, indeed so little that we do not consider that it in any way suffices to provide for the many requirements of that land, we command you all by apostolic letter, and on behalf of Almighty God in virtue of the Holy Spirit, we strictly charge you, under threat of divine judgement, that each one of you all should turn over to the aid of the Holy Land immediately a fortieth of all his ecclesiastical rents and yields, first having deducted such charges, whose payment cannot be avoided. The relaxation of a quarter of all penances imposed has been assured to all clerks both subordinates and prelates, who pay this fortieth willingly and faithfully, by the mercy of Almighty God, and on the authority of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, so as there has been no fraud and pious devotion supports it. Let him know that he is culpably unfeeling and unfeelingly culpable, who shall have refused to hand over such a little assistance in the very great need of his Creator and Redeemer, from whom he received the body and soul and all the possessions that he has, and that we, unworthy as we are, who exercise power on earth as this deputy, will not be able to hide the severity of his fault. Do not believe in any way that by this means through your payment we have the intention to impose law on you, so that in future a fortieth may be exacted from you as if it were lawful or customary. Indeed we do not want to start anything to your prejudice as a result of this, we who grieve that such a limb of necessity has come over ourselves and you, and we desire moreover that the same should not happen again. We have exempted from this general requirement the Cistercian monks, the Premonstratension canons, the hermits of Grandmont, and the Carthusians, for whom we have made special provision touching this mandate.’

For these things the lord pope ordered that a hollow chest should be provided in each church, secured by three keys, and that the faithful should be warned to place their alms there in remission of their sins, and that mass should be publically sung in all churches once a week for the safety of the offerings. Also he gave the prelates license to commute the task of giving alms. Also concerning the knights and soldiers who were to take the Cross, and who were not able to make the journey at their own expense, he ordered that they should pay them suitable grants from that sum of money, having taken a sufficient guarantee from them, that they would remain in the defence of the Eastern lands for a year or more, according to the size of the grant, and if they were to die on the journey that they would pay back the money they had received in wages to the soldiers. Those who when they returned were not discharged according to the guarantee given, unless they brought with them letters of the king, or the patriarch or the brothers of the Temple, or the Hospital, let them produce evidence about what hindered them. Also he ordered that they should admonish the faithful immediately to take the Cross in the name of the Lord to light the Lord’s battle, and that they should lead others to do pious alms giving to the maximum of their ability. To all those who were to undergo the labour of this journey in person and at their own expense, who did penance with their own expense, who did penance with their hearts and voices, he gave full privilege of indulgence for their sins. Then to those who did not go themselves, but who sent suitable men at their expense to stay there for a year, and to those similarly who carried out the burden of that journey at others’ expense, he granted full privilege of their sins. Also he ordered that those who went should be absolved from the payment of interest (on their debts).

Concerning a merman taken from the sea.              

At the time of the King Henry II, when Bartholomew de Glanville was custodian of the castle of Orford, it happened that fisherman, fishing in the sea there, caught in their net a merman, who was handed over to the aforesaid castellan as a spectacle, he was entirely nude, and he had the appearance of human form in all his members. He even had hair, but on the top it seemed as if it had been torn and destroyed, his beard was luxuriant and pointed, around his chest he was very hairy and shaggy. Then the afore said knight had him guarded for a long time, for days and nights, so that he could not get to the sea. He ate avidly whatever was placed before him. He consumed fish whether it was raw or cooked, but he squeezed the raw fish very firmly in his hands until all the wetness was wrung out, and then he ate them. But he was unwilling to speak any language, or rather he could not, he was even hung by his feet and often savagely tortured. He was taken to a certain church, but he showed no signs at all of devotion or any kind of belief, either by bending his knees or bowing his head, however often he saw anything sacred. He always hastily went to his bed at sunset and stayed in it until sunrise. Also it came about that they took him once to the sea port, and released him into the sea, having placed in front of him strong nets in three layers. He, soon seeking the depths of the sea and going through all the nets, came to the surface again and again from the bottom of the sea, the onlookers on the seashore watched for a long time, he frequently immersing himself, and then after a little coming up again, as if mocking the spectators because he had escaped their nets. After he had played in this way in the sea for a long time, and when all hope of his recovery had been given up, he came back again to them of his own accord swimming through the waves, and he stayed with them again for two months. But since afterwards he was carelessly guarded and he was now held in aversion, he secretly fled to the sea, and never appeared again. Whether there was indeed a mortal man her, or whether it was some kind of fish assuming human form, or whether it was an evil spirit laying in the body of a drowned man, as one reads of a certain case in the life of the blessed Audoenus, cannot easily be determined, especially since so many astonishing things are told by so many people about events of this kind.

Concerning a certain boy and girl coming out of the ground.

Another marvel too happened earlier not unlike this in Suffolk at St Mary of Woolpit. A certain boy was found with his sister by the inhabitants of that place, near the mouth of some kind of pit which was there, who had the same shape as other man in all their limbs, but were different from all mortals of our knowledge in the colour of their skin. For all the surface of their skin was tinged with green. No one could understand their language. These children, therefore, were taken to the home at Wakes [Esssex] of Richard of Colne, a certain knight, as a source of astonishment, and they wept inconsolably. Bread and other food was placed before them, but they did not wish to eat any of the food which was given to them, then as a result they were tortured by terrible pangs of hunger for a long time, because they believed all food of this kind was inedible, as the girl later confessed. Eventually, when some newly cut beans on their stalks were brought into the house, they made signs with greatest of eagerness that those beans should be given to them. These having been brought to them, they opened the stalks, not the pods of the beans, thinking that the beans were contained in the hollow of the stalks. But not finding the beans in the stalks, they again began to weep. When those standing by noticed this, they opened the pods, and showed them the uncovered beans, having been shown they ate them with great joyfulness, for a long time they scarcely touched any other food. Then the boy, always laid low as if by lassitude, within a short time died. Then the girl enjoying continuing good health, became accustomed to various foods and almost that the leek-green colour and gradually recovered the usual blood-colour over her whole body. After she had been born again in the font of holy baptism, and remained for many years in the service of the aforesaid knight, (as we have heard often from that knight himself and his household) she lived excessively wantonly and pertly. She was frequently asked about the men of her region, she asserted that all rho lived there and everything that there was in that area was green complexioned, and that they saw no sun, but that they enjoyed a kind of light, such as there is after the setting of the sun. Questioned about how she had come to be in that area with the aforesaid boy, he replied because they had been following the herd, they had come into a certain cavern. Having gone into this, they heard some delightful kind of sound of bells; captivated by the sweetness of this sound they walked about in a wandering way through the cavern, until they came to the way out. Then coming put from there, because of the brightness of the sun and the unaccustomed temperature of the air they down for a long time at the mouth of the cave, as if stupefied and made lifeless. Since they were terrified by fear of what might happen to them, they wanted to escape, but they could not find the entrance to the cave at all, until they were caught by them.

Concerning giant teeth.

In the time of King Richard, in Essex, on the sea shore, in a village which is called Edolfsness, two teeth belonging to some kind of giant teeth belonging to some kind of giant were found, they were of such size that two hundred teeth such as men now have could have been made out if them. At Coggeshall we have both seen these teeth and handled them enough to be amazed. Also a rib of this giant was found there, of incredible size and breadth. Then too a gigantic head was found in the province of York on the sea shore, the capacity of that head was such that it could take a load of corn. All these things are proved to be true, because in ancient history books we read about giants. Indeed some of our people in Wales have seen a certain young man of immense size, whose height was five cubits, the length and breadth of whose fingers was very great, but who had lost his strength in his youth for some reason. In that same province there appeared in the same year footprints of unusual size; and wherever these footprints were imprinted, the grass was left scorched as if by fire. 

Concerning a certain fantastical spirit.

In the time of King Richard at Dagworth, in Suffolk, a certain fantastical spirit appeared many times and often in the house of Osbern of Bradwell, speaking to the household of that knight, assuming in tone and the voice of a one-year-old infant, and it called itself Malkin. She asserted that her mother lived in a nearby house with her brother, and she said that she was often scolded by them, and so, leaving them, she ventured to talk to men. She did and said wonderful and laughable things, often exposing other people’s secret activities. At first the wife of the knight and the whole household were really terrified by these meetings with her, but afterwards they became accustomed to her speech and ridiculous antics, and they talked confidently and freely to her, asking her lots of questions. She spoke in English in the dialect of that area, but now and then she spoke in Latin, and discussed the scriptures with the chaplain of that knight, as he himself truthfully declared to us. She could be heard and felt, but could not be seen by a certain chambermaid in the shape of a very small baby, dressed in a sort of white tunic, before this she had been strongly requested and begged by the girl, to make herself visible to her. But she would not agree at all to this request, until the girl swore by God that she would not touch her or take hold of her. She also admitted that she was born at Lanaham, and while her mother was taking her with her to the fields, which she was harvesting with other people, and when she left her alone in part of the field, she had been carried off by someone else, and she had now lived with her for seven years; and she said that after another seven years she would be returned to her former life with men. She said that she and the others wore a certain hat, which made them invisible. Very often she demanded food and drink from the servants, which were not found any more after they had been placed on top of a certain chest. 

Concerning the superstition of the Publicans.

In the days of Louis king of France, who was the father of King Philip, the error of certain heretics, who were commonly called Publicans, flourished in certain regions of France, it was the case that it was rife in the city of Rhiems, which had been infected with this disease by a certain old woman. One day when Lord William, the archbishop of that town and uncle of King Philip, was riding along outside the town going for an outing with his clerks, one of his clerks, namely Master Gervase of Tilbury, seeing a certain girl walking alone in a vineyard, moved by the unsteady curiosity of youth, turned aside to see her, as we heard afterwards from his own mouth, since he was a canon. Greeting her, and asking carefully where she came from and whose daughter she was and what she was doing there all alone, when he had been contemplating her beauty for some time, he addressed her courteously on the subject of lewd love-making. She replied to him with simple gesture and a certain graveness of speech, scarcely being willing to look at the young man; ‘My good youth God does not want me ever to be your mistress, or that of any man ever, because if I were to have lost my virginity and my flesh had once been corrupted, without doubt I should be subject to eternal damnation without any remedy.’ Hearing this Master Gervase realised that this girl in front of him was a member of the unholy sect of Publicans, who were at that time being searched out everywhere and destroyed, and especially by Philip, Count of Flanders, who punished them mercilessly with lawful cruelty. Indeed some of them had travelled to England, and were arrested at Oxford, at the order of King Henry II they were foully branded on the forehead with a glowing hot key and expelled. Then while the aforesaid clerk was disputing with the girl about such an off-putting reply, the archbishop arrived with his companions, and he perceiving the reason for the argument which had arisen, ordered that the girl should be arrested and brought into the town with him. He addressed her in front of his clerks and put forward both many authorities and reasoned arguments to confound the heresy, and she replied that never before then had she been so fully informed that such great objections could be opposed to it; but she declared that she had a certain teacher in the town, who could very easily rebut everyone’s objections with her own arguments. When she had given the name and address of this woman, she was quickly searched out by officials, and when she was found, brought before the archbishop. She was bombarded from all sides with many questions and authorities of the Holy Scriptures by the archbishop himself and the clergy, which might overcome such a great error, but she turned aside all the authorities brought forward with a certain kind of perverse interpretation in such a way that it became quite clear to everyone that a spirit of total error had spoken with her voice. She replied without any difficulty at all and from memory to all the authorities and histories and histories both from the Old and New Testaments which were put to her, also she had taken note of all the scriptures, and was always practised in the same kind of answers, mingling falsehoods with truths, and mocking the true explanation of our faith by a certain kind of pernicious reasoning. 

Then since the minds of both women remained obstinate, and they could not be converted from the error of their doctrines either by threats or blandishments, either by any evidence or authorities of the scriptures, they were shut up in the prison workhouse until the next day. The following day they were summoned before the archbishop and all the clergy in the presence of men in noble blood in the archbishop’s hall and they were brought there together renounce their error. Since they would in no way accede to any salutary advice, but persisted immovably in the error which they had first conceived, it was decreed by common consent that they should be burnt in the flames. Then when the fire had been lit in the city, and when the moment came when they should be taken by the officials to the penalty adjusted to them, the teacher of that evil error spoke the following words: ‘Oh unfeeling and unjust judges! You do not think do you that you will burn me now with your fires? I do not fear your judgement, and I have no terror of the fire you have prepared.’ And so saying she quickly pulled out a ball of string from her bosom, and threw it out of some kind of large window, keeping the end of the string in her hands; then she said in a loud voice to everyone listening: ‘Catch!’ At this word she was soon lifted up from the ground, with agile flight she followed through the window after the ball (of string) as everyone watched, carried up, as we believe, by the agency of evil spirits, who supported a certain Simon the Magician in the air. What then happened to that evil one or to what place she was taken, it was not possible for the onlookers to know. Then the girl, who had not yet received such heights of madness of the sect, since she remained, and could not be brought to renounce the perverse position she had taken up either by the persuasion of the reason or by the offer of riches, was burnt, not without gaining the admiration of many people because she let out no gasps, no tears, no cries, but bravely and eagerly bore all the torment of the flames, lije the martyrs of Christ, (but for a different cause), who in the olden days were massacred by the pagans for their Christian religion.

More of the men of this unholy sect choose to fie than are converted from error; but the constancy of the martyrs of Christ and their obstinacy has nothing in common, because it is the piety in the one which produces contempt of death and in the others hardness of heart. They maintain that infants should not be baptised until they reach an age of understanding; they add that there should be no praying for the dead, no asking for the aid of the saints, they condemn marriage, they proclaim virginity as the armour of its underlying shamefulness. They shun milk and whatever is made from it, and all food which is created as a result of copulation. They so not believe in that the fire of purgatory awaits after death, but that immediately the soul is released from the body it goes either to its rest or to damnation. They accept none of the Holy Scriptures, neither the Gospels nor the canonical epistles. They are rustics, and so they cannot be convinced by arguments, or corrected by authorities, or prevailed upon by persuasion. More choose to die than are converted from this most unholy sect. There are even those, who have investigated their secret beliefs, who say that they do not believe that God is concerned about human affairs or that He exercises any management or power over earthly creatures; but that a fallen angel, whom they call Lucabel, is Lord over every creature that has flesh and that everything on earth is ordered at his nod. They say that the body is fashioned by the devil but the soul is created by God and poured into the bodies; and so it is brought about that there is always some kind of running warfare being waged between the body and the soul. Some people even say that at appointed times in their underground places they carry out shameful sacrifices to their Lucifer and that they perform there certain sacrilegious crimes. 

In those days there was a certain very holy virgin in the archbishopric of Dend, Alpais by name, who for more than thirty years had not taken any food and drink at all, except Holy Communion, and only on Sundays. A church was built before her bed and priests and ministers were appointed to celebrate divine office in her presence. The alter was so positioned that that holy virgin could always give her attention to how the priest was conducting himself in the celebration of the divine office. She was born of poor parents and brought up under the rigid discipline of her mother, in a village of recent foundation called Eudov, and in those days when her youth was occupied in pasturing her father’s flocks, she so loved justice that she harmed no one by secretly pasturing her sheep in another man’s pastures, but according to the rule of charity, did as she would be done by. Then eventually so that the divine love might shine out more advantageously around his beloved daughter, the Lord put out his hand and touched her mouth and her flesh, and smote her with a terrible ulcer, so that from the sole of her fee to the top of her head there was no health in her. Then after a short while a pestilential smell pervaded the ulcers of all her palsied body, as a result her parents unable to bear her great decay, cast her off apart in a decrepit house, and every day, without seeing her and holding their noses against the smell, they pushed through the door the poorest kind of food.

However the Lord of all mercies and the God of all consolation, pleased by her long-suffering and pitying her tribulation and the grief of her parents, coming back again on Easter Saturday to her alone the One comforted her through his glorious emissary. Since she had a great affliction on that day on which other people, dressed in their finest to church, she, singularly unhappy woman, was wasting away lying in that dreadful squalor. What grief it was to her, what a burden to her parents, [and] it was no honour to God. Suddenly the Mother of mercy, the virgin came to the assistance of her cry of distress with a great light and at the same time the sweetest of smalls, and after her usual gentle greeting to her, she offered her words of consolation as is her wont exhorting her to shave faith and promising her from that hour as great a measure of patience and finally glory to come as before she had experienced dishonour, and that as much as had been despised by the world before, to the same extent she would be wanted by everyone in the future. And putting out her holy right hand she touched each of palsied woman’s limbs, and soon all the ulcers were healed, and all the stench went away. Then, her mission completed, she was received back in heaven, leaving behind her an indescribable fragrance. The parents, then came to offer food to the palsied woman as usual; but when she declared that now she did not want their food , she turned them too amazement, also by the miracle of the small having gone away and by the proof of her unusual sweetness.

Then indeed because she ate nothing thereafter, the distinguished reputation of her miraculous s fast reached the ears of the archbishop of Sens of good memory, William, uncle of Philip, illustrious king of France. And he, since he gave little credence to old wives tales of this kind, sent a crowd of respectable and wealthy women to her to test the truth of the unusual rumour, after these women had set cunning watches for a month or more, and at length were preparing to leave, the palsied woman proved, with gentle laughter, that all that time that they had been staying with her, nobody had brought her either food or drink.

Therefore when the archbishop had been assured of the genuineness of such a miraculous fast, he was quickly taken there, with only a few people accompanying him, he spoke pleasantly to the palsied woman and promised her paternal comfort, and the provision of all necessities. He promised to build a church above there immediately, with houses for regular canons, with rents allocated in sufficient alms for them, where they could celebrate mass in her presence, and they would be devotedly obedient to her orders. But the holy virgin, filled with the Holy Spirit, embracing the poverty into which she had been born and fearing the pomp of the world, since she was religiously searching for places of retreat, humbly contradicted the words of the archbishop. She asserted that the obscurity of her birth made such fame improper, such was the health of this worthless sick woman that it was not fitting that she was seen to be inside, it was not very desirable for the religious life if there were lots of people thronging about, in case she might be mortally tempted by vain glory. However, since the archbishop stood firmly by his intention, he went back to his seat, and very quickly instructed workmen, who immediately lay down foundations for each of the buildings and pressed on with the work. The holy virgin so shrank  from their intrusion that she fell into a state of great torpor as a result the depths of her grief, and did not call upon God’s grace for herself for a month or more (as she was so angry). She lay there as if she was out of her mind, being mindful in God of neither herself nor others. And behold suddenly, in this great silence of hers, God-made-man appeared to her, as if he was hanging and soaked with blood on the fork of the cross. At this vision she returned to herself and received the spirit of repentance, and then she rejoiced in the grace of God as if she had been raised up from Hell. It was not surprising that great turmoil possessed her for a long time, for inspired by the Holy Spirit, she foresaw that there would be great future tribulation for her as a result of that building. Because these canons were living there in this unusual way, they disturbed the peace of that holy recluse they roughly forced wearisome anxieties on her, and it was necessary for her repeatedly to be torn from the much longed-for embraces of the heavenly Bridegroom, when they prevailed on her that their disputes should be lawfully settled and the peace which had been disturbed be restored.

Archbishops and bishops came reverently to talk to her, and especially Cistercian abbots, to whom she was bound in a special and intimate devotion. Kings also and princes, and nobles equally with the baseborn came piously into her presence, and begged to be mentioned in her prayers. Every night the corporal sacraments were placed upon her breast. She always lay on her bed, because her whole body, except only her head and chest, were dead and had lost all feeling. But the blessed Thomas appearing to her in his pontifical garments restored to her her right hand with the [use of] the arm, with which, holding a fan, she drove off the flies in the summer, since before no fly had ever sat on her. Very often, as it were falling into an ecstasy, she was lost in divine revelations and visions, as a result of which she revealed many things that were to come to many people; especially she told prelates about the undisciplined attitudes of their subordinates, and made known what needed correction in their houses.

1201. Certain of the nobles of Aquitaine, namely Hugh, nick-named Le Brun, rebelled against King John and attempted to invade many areas of that province with their allies, because the aforesaid king had married the daughter of the count of Angouleme, whom he himself had betrothed before and had in his custody. For this reason the king went overseas  and curbed the rebels.

On the morrow of the nativity of St John a terrible storm blew up with thunder, lightning and hail with very heavy rain; which caused great destruction of men, animals, and crops, burning houses and uprooting of trees an many places. Again, about 15 days afterwards another storm came, rather like the first, as a result the meadows could not be mown, and what had been cut was washed away by the swift current of the floods. A great number of fish died because of the great pollution of the water, which had come from the rotting hay. So great was the downpour of rain in various regions that it had notable consequences, and it was not just for one day either, it broke down bridges, washed away crops and hay and drowned people, with the result that some people believed that this abnormal rainfall was starting the Lord’s flood again.

Concerning the Abbots who went to Jerusalem.

Many noble and powerful men took the cross this year through the encouragement of the Lord Pope, Innocent, and the preaching of Lord Fulk, Boniface, Marquis of Montferrat, brother of that marquis who was killed by the Assassins, was made their leader and commander of the army that had undertaken to go on crusade. Reverently going to the Cistercian chapter with many others, he commended himself to their prayers, and humbly requested and gained permission that a certain abbot from his region, that is to say the abbot of Lucelane, should join the company that were going on crusade. Similarly, Lord Fulk, came to the same chapter meeting with letters from the lord pope, and took into his company three abbots nominated by the lord pope, namely, the abbot of St Celle, the Abbot of Perseigne [Sarthe], and the Abbot of Vaux-de-Cernay. Also Baldwin, the count of Flanders and the Countess took the cross, and took into their company the abbot of Loos. Indeed the great crisis demanded that many men of proven religion should join the Lord’s army in such an arduous crusade, in order to strengthen the fainthearted, inform the unlearned, fill honest men with enthusiasm for the Lord’s struggle and give assistance to all endangered souls. Indeed many thousands of people from all parts of the world flocked there, who wanted the advice and help of upright men. Without mentioning countless others, Lord Fulk revealed to that general chapter, not without tears, that he himself, during that three years that he had preached the crusade, had made the sign of the cross with his own hand on two hundred thousand people, all of whom had left family, fatherland and all the fun of life for the love of Christ.

How the Lord Pope was reconciled with the Cistercians.

The Lord Pope Innocent sent certain special letters to the Cistercian chapter, in which he remitted all taxes and granted them the full grace of his love, the renewal of their privileges and joyfully bound himself to grant other liberties. For the lord pope had shown the order an angry mood for two years now, because of a certain money payment for aid to Jerusalem, which the Cistercian order refused to give him, being unwilling to submit to any exaction of this kind, having in the past in the times of his predecessors been in possession of complete exemption. Since the lord pope held off from such a tax, many abbots were sent time and again to the Roman curia, but they were unable to bring back the slightest indication of reconciliation; nor could anyone, even members of the order, meanwhile bring about any kind of deal to the purpose without great loss. The lord abbot of Citeaux set out for the curia because of this business with others, and the lord pope kept him there and ordained him cardinal-bishop of the city of Preaneste [Palestrina]. At length the lord pope, considering the preeminent position of the Cistercian order, and also warned by a certain vision, showed them the full grace of reconciliation and pardoned them this kind of tax, seeking the benefit of their prayers.

There was a certain monk in a monastery near Rome, of distinguished birth, learned in the Scriptures, but above all these things, remarkable for his good qualities within the holy order, who refused as far as possible the dignities of every kind of advancement and firmly adhered to the vow of poverty that he had taken. This man was called Master Renier [confessor to Innocent III] and he was friendly with the lord pope because of his praiseworthy uprightness, often helping him in his more pressing business. Then later on as he wanted to be free from all the hustle of business and all the strain on anxiety so he could give his free time more freely to God, he proposed to undertake a more enclosed way of life than the practice of a regular institution advocated. Therefore he got permission from his abbot, and removed himself to a hermit’s way of life, happy with the companionship of one simple man. However the Blessed Virgin Mary, moved by the prayers of her servants appeared in a vision to this simple man, ordering him to go to the Lord Pope, and command him on her behalf without delay to stop afflicting and persecuting her most beloved sons, namely the Cistercian brothers; for she considered the men of this order to be her most active servants and her dearest sons in this vale of misery, and in whom alone, of all other men of religion, she was well pleased. But if he was not very willing to stop persecuting them, he should know indeed that he would very soon incur the wrath of Almighty God and of herself. This vision appeared three times. And since that simple man was afraid to report a threatening vision of this kind to the lord pope, he was advised in this sleep to tell his companion, Master Renier, about the vision he had had, and that he should make it known to the lord pope on behalf of the Mother of God. Then he, having heard about the vision and knowing about the suffering of the order, weighing up the simplicity of his companion, who would neither know nor dare to fabricate such a vision, set off for the curia not knowing about the arrival of the abbots, who had been sent to the lord pope about this business, or that they had been sent away by him, the business remaining unfinished. And it happened that while he was on his way, it was revealed to him in his sleep that three abbots had come to Rome, sent there because of this problem, and he was told who they were, what they were called and where they were staying.

Thereafter Master Renier went to the pope, and told him in confidence the sequence of both visions. Then the lord pope, having faith in the story of such a man, quickly had the three abbots summoned to his presence, and also the Lord Cardinal Jordan, who was a Cistercian monk, and also the Cardinal Bishop of Praeneste, who was abbot of Citeaux. The lord pope humbled himself before these men alone, did satisfaction to the order and pardoned all financial exactions. Then the abbots, who had come to the Cistercian chapter, having heard and understood these things, rejoiced greatly and were comforted, giving great thanks to God, who Himself does the will of those who fear him and hears their prayer; and because they had avoided the compulsory bondage of man by the mercy of God, they decided by common consent to submit voluntarily of their own genuine free-will, laying it down among themselves that sums of money should be collected from the richer abbeys for the aid and ransoming of the poor and captives dwelling miserably among the pagans, that their cheerful gift should not be made out of sadness and necessity as though by force, but that it should be paid with gaiety and with the joy of the Holy Spirit, as though freely and spontaneously, because the Lord loves a cheerful giver.    

Pope Innocent sent the bishop of the city of Praeneste, who was the abbot of Citeaux on a legation to Germany, to force all the bishops and nobles of the whole empire to submit to King Otto, so that he could be made emperor, and to bind all the rebels with the bond of anathema. The aforesaid bishop, travelling through France, very severely reproved King Philip for having secretly brought in his adulterous wife, and threatened him in the name of Almighty God that if he did not send her away, soon one of them would die. The outcome of the matter proved the truth of this warning threat; for a month later that adulteress died.

A certain noble abbey in Spain, called Carazana, with 50 dependent houses, went over to the Cistercian Order this year, changing its ancient customs, and adopting Cistercian observances in everything, as the house of Savigny did formerly. Similarly two other distinguished monasteries with different usages in the empire submitted themselves to the Cistercian order that year.

The abbot of Flavigny, the companion in preaching to the Lord Fulk, came to England, and spread the Word of God throughout various regions. He, among other encouragements to virtue, took care to remind the people about the observation of the Lord’s day and the celebration of holy festivals, and he prohibited them totally from going to any market on Sunday. As a result in the province of Canterbury and in many places in England people gave up going to markets on Sundays, and attended divine services. Many astonishing miracles were told, and were popularised in many places in England, about divine vengeance brought down on those who were not willing to take time off from servile labour, after his preaching, on Sundays and on Saturdays after nones had been rung.

In the time of Lord Peter, fourth abbot of Coggeshall it happened that Brother Robert, a converus of that place, who had charge of the guests, one day before meal-time went into the hall of the great houses as usual. Having entered, he found some people of venerable appearance and dress sitting in the hall, wearing cloaks like the Templars, each one having a skull-cap on his head. There were about nine of them or possibly more, because that brother did not take sufficiently careful note of how many were present. Then the aforesaid brother, thinking that they were Templars, greeted them warmly. One of them, who seemed to be in charge of the others said to him: ‘Where shall we eat?’ And he said, ‘In the chamber, you will eat with the lord abbot.’ He immediately replied, ‘It is not our habit to eat in private rooms, but in the hall with the guests.’ After this the brother left the hall and went to find the abbot, informing him of the arrival of such guests, and he straightaway ordered him to prepare food and lay the table, and promised that he would himself eat with them in the chamber. Therefore the abbot when he was about to come to the table, ordered the aforesaid brother to bring in those guests. Then the brother, going into the hall, completely failed to find those guests whom he had left there a little while ago. Then he went into inner bedrooms and into other lodging places, but did not find any of them at all. He soon came out and hurried hither and thither through the court, questioning everyone he met about these men. And one did say that he saw some men like this going towards the church, hurrying towards the brothers’ burial-ground. Whither he quickly sent a messenger, but the messenger found no one. The door-keepers were questioned about guests of this kind and they claimed that no man of this type had either come in or gone out that day. Indeed who those men were, how they had come, and whither they left remains unknown to this day. As to the story of the aforesaid brother that saw them thus and spoke to them, we, who know the manner of his life and conscience, do not doubt it, since he has told the same story to us frequently, and even in his last illness, from which he died, he recounted his meeting with these men in a simple fashion. Indeed he was a man who told of things simply, using few words, showing no ostentation in words or deeds. 

1202. After a certain agreement had been made between Philip, king of France and John, king of England, in the absence of the count of Boulogne, who had committed himself to friendship with the king of  England, as he had done before to King Richard, also with the count of Flanders, king John immediately began to fight against the count of Le Marche, namely Hugh, called Le Brun, and his brother the count of Eu, because they had rebelled against him on account of the daughter of the Count of Angouleme, whom the aforesaid Hugh had affianced before [first?]. But since those counts could not sustain the King’s attack for long, they sought out King Philip, as their chief lord, about the great offensive of their lord the king of England. Then King Philip ordered the king of England many times to stop fighting them, and arranged some peace agreement with his men. But since the king if England was unwilling to pay any attention to their commands or the prayers of the king of France, he was summoned by the nobles of the kingdom of France, as count of Aquitaine and Anjou, to come to the court of his lord, the king of France, at Paris, and submit to the judgement of his court, ready to answer to his lord for the wrongs he had done and to comply with the judgement which his peers determined. However the king of England, replying that he was the duke of the Normans, asserted that in no way ought he to come to Paris to any meeting, but that he only ought to go to meet the king between both borders, that is to say of the kingdom and the duchy; because from ancient times it had thus been decreed between the duke and the king and confirmed by genuine documents. But then King Philip asserted that it was not all just that he should lose his right, which pertained to the county of Aquitaine, if the same man were to be both duke of Normandy and count of Aquitaine. There were long negotiations to resolve this controversy and many others which were coming up from day to day, and hostility of both kings began to grow little by little with brutal threats. Then at length, court of the king of France having met, it judged that the king of England should be deprived of all his land, which he and his predecessors had formerly held of the kings of France, because for a long time now they had failed to do almost all of the services due from those lands, and they were unwilling to obey their lord in almost anything. Therefore King Philip freely accepting and approving this judgement of his court, having mustered his army, immediately invested the castle of Boutavant in Normandy, which King Richard had built, and razed it to the ground. Then he took all the land of Hugh of Gournay and all the castles around there. He attacked the castle of Aumale, with the county, and the county of Eu, and all that land as far as Arques, meeting no resistance. The count of Boulogne abandoned his friendship with King John completely, because he had long since made peace with the king of France without him, and was reconciled with his lord, being the standard-bearer in every conflict and being outstanding in the whole army for complete uprightness; he [Philip] handed over the custody of Aumale to him and many of the castles which he captured.

Concerning the capture of Arthur and others at Mirebeau.

Then Arthur, count of Brittany, having been invested with knightly arms by King Philip, whose little daughter he had betrothed, being now sixteen years old himself, rebelled against his uncle King John and at the improper urging of certain people, adopting treacherous and very hasty advice, he set out with Hugh Le Brun and Geoffrey de Lusignan, and two hundred and fifty knights, and treacherously besieged the castle of Mirebeau, in which Queen Eleanor, Athur’s grandmother, was staying. Then the queen, afraid of being captured, sent word to her son, the king, to bring help as quickly as possible to the besieged. So the king marched there with part of his army to the castle. The enemy then entered the castle and had all of the gates blocked up, except a single one, and so protected awaited the arrival of the king, confident in the great numbers of first class knights and sergeants. Then the king arrived and after a difficult engagement entered the town, and, by God’s will, immediately captured all his enemies who had assembled there. He took his nephew Arthur, and Count Hugh and Geoffrey of Lusignan, and two hundred and fifty-two stalwart knights, not including other reputable sergeants-at –arms; and thus he freed his mother and her supporters from the besiegers. He made it his business to make this triumph of military talent known to the barons of England by letters, of which this is the format:

‘John by the grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland . . . etc . . ., to all his barons, greeting. Know that by the grace of God we are safe and sound, and that God’s grace has worked wonderfully on our behalf. For on Tuesday before St Peter in Chains, [July 30], when we were outside Le Mans we heard that our lady mother was besieged at Mirebeau, and so we hurried there as fast as we could, so that we arrived there on the feast of the blessed Peter in Chains, and there captured Arthur, our nephew, whom William de Braose handed over to us, and Geoffrey de Lusignan, and Hugh Le Brun, Andrew de Chauvigny, the vicomte of Chatelleraut, Raymond of Thouars, Savary  de Mauleon and Hugh Bauge and all our other Poitevin enemies who were there, around two hundred or more, so that not even a solitary foot soldier escaped. Therefore give thanks to God and rejoice in our successes.’

Meanwhile King Philip had been besieging the castle of Arques for a long time; although at first he hoped he would capture the castle, the disastrous of the capture of Arthur and the rest of those who were with him reaching him he quickly abandoned the siege, and returned to France, very perturbed by the misfortune which had happened to his men. Then afterwards King John took violent possession of Tours and King Philip’s castle which was in the town, and burnt almost all this famous town, for which reason he was much hated by the people of Tours and the princes of that region. He also burnt the city of Le Mans because it had received his enemies. He transferred all the opponents he had taken at Mirebeau to prison custody, sending them to different places. Afterwards, to his own downfall, he released Hugh Le Brun and Geoffrey de Lusignan from prison at the request of certain nobles, having taken hostages from them and their castles, and he also freed some others whom he had captured at Mirebeau, having first taken the precaution of extracting an oath that they would not rebel against him again: but they did not keep this oath for very long at all, and soon began to harass the king very bitterly, in alliance with many enemy troops.

William des Roches, a certain powerful man from the Angevin nobility, in association with other nobles from all over Brittany earnestly requested the lord king to hand over Arthur to them, whom he was carefully keeping in his own custody. When he refused they soon conspired together against the king and began a rebellion, collecting around themselves a great army from various provinces which ought to have been obedient to the king’s command, devastating his land with rapine and fire, and attacking many castles. As a result of this it happened that many powerful men left the king and joined their league; amongst these was Robert, count of Alencon, the Vicomte of Beaumont, William of Fougeres, and other Bretons. They also had the castle of Angers together with the whole of the city, and in a short time they acquired other fortified places.

Then the king’s advisers, perceiving that the Bretons made much disturbance and unrest everywhere in the interests of their Lord Arthur and that no reliable peace treaty would be made, with Arthur surviving, recommended to the king that he should command that the noble youth should have his eyes put out and be castrated, and then when he had in this way been made unfit to govern, then his enemies would relax the folly of unremitting warfare and submit to the king. And so, provoked by the indefatigable attack of his enemies and exasperated by their threats and improprieties, at length in anger and rage he ordered three of his servants to proceed to Falaise and carry out this hateful task. Two of the servants hating having to do such an appalling thing to so noble a youth, fled from the king’s court; but the third came to the castle in which the royal boy was being carefully guarded by Lord Hubert de Burgh, the king’s chamberlain, having three rings around his feet. And when the lord king’s order was reported to Hubert, great weeping and lamenting began amongst the knights who were guarding him, because they were moved to great sympathy for the noble youth. Then Arthur learning of the severe sentence imposed on him by his uncle, and fearing in every way for his personal safety, broke down completely into tears and pitiful moaning. And when that man who had been sent by the king to perform the deed was standing around waiting, and when he had become known to that trembling and weeping boy, he was suddenly aroused in the middle of his lamentations and jumped up and violently laid hands avenging his downfall on that man’s person, and cried out in a tearful voice to the knights standing around: ‘Oh, my dearest lords, for the love of God allow me for a little while to take vengeance on this criminal before he puts out my eyes; for he is the last of all whom I shall see in this life.’ Then to calm down this uproar as soon as possible the knights sprang forward and restrained the hands of both of them, and at the order of Lord Hubert, the young man who had come was thrown out of that room; as a result of his ejection and the sympathetic words of those assisting Arthur received a little comfort, his sadness of heart being soothed. 

Then Hubert, the king’s chamberlain, wishing to give consideration to the king’s good name and reputation, looking forward to the king’s pardon, kept the royal youth unharmed, considering that the lord king would immediately repent such an order and afterwards regard as odious the man who had dared to carry out such a brutal edict, because he believed that it sprang more from the sudden anger than from the uprightness of equity and justice. And so wishing both to temper the king’s anger for the time being and to restrain the savageness of the Bretons, he had it put about in the castle and in the province generally that the order that the king had delivered had been carried out and that the order that the Lord Arthur had died from misery of heart and the frightful pain of his wounds: this rumour was flying around continuously in both kingdoms for fifteen days. Finally a trumpet call was blown in every neighbourhood and castle, as if for his soul; his clothes were given to a house of lepers. It was even given out that his body had been taken to the abbey of St Andrew, of the Cistercian Order, and buried there. But the Bretons were not calmed down by such  rumours but were more and more worked up, and raged more fiercely than before, where they could; swearing that they would never abandon fighting the king of England, who had dared to commit such a horrible crime against their lord and his own nephew. And so it turned out that it was necessary once again to proclaim that Arthur, whose death they had reported everywhere, was still alive and unharmed, so that in this way the savage ferocity of the Bretons might be lessened a little. When the king was informed, he was not in anyway angry at that time that his order had not been carried out. Certain of the lord king’s knights even said that he would never again find any knight at all who would take custody of his castles, if he had dared to put into effect such an unfortunate sentence on the Lord Arthur his nephew; because if then it happened that any knights were captured by the king of France, or by his [John’s] enemies, immediately they would receive the same vengeance, without mercy.    

The same year a certain miraculous vision occurred to some monk of Strata Florida in Wales, on Whitsunday [2 June], of three angels who censed the altar while matins were being sung; and how one of them taking the lighted charcoal from the censer, suddenly threw it into the mouth of a watching monk, who in amazement was carried off by the angel.  And he was borne up into the air, as it seemed to him, between his wings, and was carried off by the angel towards the east thus enduring various revelations for a day and a night, meanwhile his body was carried to the infirmary by the monks.

This year there was a great earthquake in the land of Jerusalem, such as had not happened from Our Lord's Passion up to that time; for almost the whole of the famous city of Tyre was destroyed by the earthquake with many of the inhabitants, and a third of Ptolemais, that is Acre, with the castle and towers and other castles were destroyed both Christian and Saracen.  A partial earthquake took place in many areas of England even. There was frequent thunder, lightning and hail in the month of August, and a strong wind.

1203. In the month of April the water level rose suddenly above the norm, and much damage was done in various parts of England, which was remarkable because only a little rain had fallen before this great flood.

How the City of Constantinople was captured by the Latins

The city of Constantinople was attacked by the doge of Venice and Baldwin, count of Flanders, and by the rest of their allies on the way to Jerusalem, and after eight days of siege it was handed over to them, the false emperor fleeing, who had unjustly blinded his brother the emperor Isaac and thrust him into prison with his empress although this Isaac had  previously freed his brother from captivity among the heathens;  and Alexius, son of Isaac, was made emperor by the Franks, he had invited them to assist, and had led them by ship from Corfu to Constantinople through the port of Abydos [should be Buceavia] and through the straits and the arm of Saint George.  The ships (i.e. 200), excluding small vessels and barges, having put to sea from Corfu, sailed for eight days to the port of Abydos, from which it is a hundred leagues to Constantinople.  Then Alexius, having been made emperor, promised that he would provide food for a full year to the whole army which he had brought with him and that he would pay the expenses of ten thousand knights for a year's assistance to the land of Jerusalem.  Also he promised to pay the wages of five hundred knights in the Holy Land as long as he lived. He gave, in addition, a hundred thousand marks of silver to the doge of Venice, and he paid the whole army for their help as he had previously promised them.  Then the patriarch of Constantinople and the Emperor Alexius, together with the whole of the eastern church and the whole empire, promised finally to submit to the Roman pontiff, and recognise that they were sons of the Roman church, which they warranted upon oath, and that the patriarch of the said city would receive the pallium of his office from the lord pope. The leaders of this army were Baldwin, count of Flanders, Louis, count of Blois, the marquis of Montferrat [Boniface], the doge of Venice, the count of St. Pol [Hugh], Matthew de Montmorency, the marshal of Champagne, Conon of Bethune, M[iles] de Brabant, John Fussien, John de Friaize, Peter of Bracheux [or Braeieux], Anseau of Cayeux, the bishop of Halberstadt, the bishop of Troyes [Garnier], John Faicete, and many others.

Arthur was brought from Falaise to Rouen and was thrust into the tower of Rouen, in the custody of Robert de Vieuxpont. Then Philip, king of France and the Bretons immediately ordered the king of England to hand over his nephew Arthur to them, having taken hostages for him, coupling their orders with terrible threats.  On his refusal, King Philip again attacked Norman castles, and amongst others he took the isle of Andelys and the castle, and Vaudreuil, in which many noblemen had been placed to guard it, namely Robert Fits Walter with his knights, and Saer de Quincy with his, together with a great deal of military equipment. These men, not showing the accustomed uprightness of their excellent knighthood, because they were sceptical about the king's assistance, surrendered themselves and the castle to the king of France, as if they were inert:  and he ransomed them with a great sum of money, namely five thousand marks sterling. For this reason they were held in derision and disgrace by all the people of both kingdoms, and lampoons were sung all day, they had stained the glory of their excellence. Then afterwards, King Philip took that rock which had been regarded as impregnable, next to the isle of Andelys on the Seine;  King Richard had built this castle at vast expense, against the will of the archbishop of Rouen, because this land was his by right. The constable of Chester was on the Rock, with many distinguished knights and sergeants-at-arms, who for a long time held that castle vigorously against the might of the whole of the French king's army;  but, hard-pressed by lack of food, they were unable to fight on any longer against the enemy. For King John, being unwilling to bring any assistance to the besieged, because he always feared the treachery of his own men, sailed to England in the winter, in the month of December [between 5 and 7], leaving all the Normans in a great turmoil of anxiety; he heavily oppressed the English lands with many taxes, hoping to assemble a great army for himself from the various regions, and wipe out the aggression of King Philip.

1204. Queen Eleanor, the daughter of the count of Poitou, who married first King Louis, and then King Henry II of England, died.

This year, after mid-Lent [4 April], King John, having taken counsel, sent envoys to the king of France, namely the archbishop of Canterbury, the bishops of Norwich and Ely, and Earl William Marshal, with the earl of Leicester, to find out what was in the king's mind, and to negotiate some peace formula with him.  But King Philip was extremely aggressive, because everything had turned out for him as he wanted, in no way was he willing to make a peace treaty, unless Arthur was handed over to him alive.  But if he were already dead, he wanted his sister in marriage, with all the lands overseas. And although they discussed a peace agreement in various forms, King Philip did not want peace, because he was sure that he would get possession of all the king's land in a short time, and so he always proposed something that was unacceptable or something that was not possible in the composition of the peace agreement, which inflicted shame and a diminution of sovereignty on the king of the English, and detracted from the royal majesty. He was absolutely furious about the murder of Arthur, whom he had heard had been drowned in the Seine;  as a result he is said to have sworn that all the rest of his life he would continue to plague King John, until he had deprived him of his whole kingdom. Soon, hov/ever, the following Easter [25 April] having assembled an army, the king of France besieged Falaise and took it in a short time, with no-one resisting him; then he came to Caen, and was received peacefully by the people of Caen, since they had no-one strong enough to defend them. After this he captured the whole province up to Barfleur, Cherbourg and Domfront.

Then the citizens of Rouen and Verneuil, and also those who were in custody of the castle of Arques, asked the king of France for a truce for forty days, having given him money, so that in the meanwhile they might learn further through envoys the will of their lord, the king of England; because if their lord was not willing to supply them aid or was not strong enough to do so, they would surrender of their own accord to the over-lordship of the king of France without giving battle. And so they immediately sent their ambassadors to England with pretty doleful complaints, and they informed the king of the unhappy condition of Normandy, begging him for some protection against seizure. But as King John offered them no assistance, because he had suspicions of treachery amongst some of his men, the ambassadors returned home pretty unhappy and anxious;  and thus the eminent city of Rouen, up to then unconquered, and the citizens of Verneuil surrendered to King Philip, and afterwards those who were established in Arques. Thus stubborn Normandy and Anjou, the whole of Brittany and Maine, with the province of Touraine viere all subordinated to King Philip within a short time. And so this year, according to the prophecy of Merlin, "The sword has been separated from the sceptre," that is, the duchy of Normandy from the kingdom of England. Since Duke William, who conquered the kingdom of the English, the kings of England have always been dukes of Normandy up to the time of King John, who in the fifth year of his reign lost the duchy together with many other lands overseas, this duchy and kingdom had been held at the same time for 139 years.

Throughout the whole of that time there was a great conflict between the Poitevins and the people of Aquitaine since one group of them followed the orders of the king of England, under Robert of Turnham, to whom the region had been entrusted, who was very lucky in every conflict with the rebels and who was outstanding in all uprightness; together with Savary de Mauleon, who, having given hostages, went out of the custody of the king of England, fought manfully and loyally against his enemies.  But the other group, with William des Roches, and Count Hugh, attacked the king's land. So it was that King Philip, supported by their aid, brought under his authority almost all of Poitou, except La Rochelle, which had manfully defended itself for the whole of that year against everyone. Similarly, the castle of Chinon did not surrender to the enemy all that time, Hubert de Burgh being in there. Also Gerard d'Athee kept the castle of Loches, and he often fought fiercely against the enemy and defended that castle manfully. Then the Gascons still supported the king of England's cause; and so King John gave 28, 000 marks to Moreu, a certain Gascon, to lead an army of 30,000 men, who would be committed to make all speed to cross over to his aid at his command. The security for this money was the brother of the said Moreu, the archbishop of Bordeaux, who stayed for a long time in England on account of this unfinished business.

King John built a certain abbey in the New Forest, which is called Beaulieu, and had a body of thirty monks brought there from Citeaux.

Similarly William de Braose built an abbey in Wales, which he handed over to the Cistercian order.

The king of Bavaria in Germany gave a certain site to the bishop of Praeneste to build an abbey of the Cistercian order, when he was performing the office of legate in Germany.

On the death of William, archbishop of Rheims, the bishop of Praeneste, who had previously been abbot of Citeaux, succeeded him.

The bishop of London was sent on a legation by King John to Germany to King Otto, his nephew.  Now this Otto for the last seven years had very often had battles against the duke of Swabia, and gained control over many provinces, eventually in a certain conflict which he was about to have with the said duke, he was abandoned by treachery, by his own brother [Henry], namely the duke of Saxony, and he was stripped of the knights that he had led from many parts, and forced to seek refuge in flight; and so, unexpectedly robbed of the help of those in whom he had placed his hopes, he lost many of his acquisitions. Certainly the duke of Swabia had promised the duke of Saxony some county, and the restoration of the duchy of Saxony, which from the time that his father had rebelled against the Emperor Frederick, he had never been able to get together again with its appurtenances:  because the emperor otherwise could not overcome his nephew, Henry, duke of Saxony, unless he first conferred the greater part of the duchy upon the archbishop of Cologne and other powerful men, so that they would help him. The archbishop of Cologne and the duke of Louvain, whose little daughter King Otto had betrothed, withdrew from their alliance with Otto and made peace with the duke of Swabia.  And so it happened that, with their help, the duke of Swabia was crowned at Aachen by the said archbishop, and afterwards he was suspended from his office by Pope Innocent for doing this coronation.

The duke of Louvain did homage to Philip, king of France, and made an alliance with the count of Boulogne; this count, on the king's order, paid him an annual stipend from the county of Boulogne, which he held for a long time, namely five hundred pounds of Paris; and over and above that he added one hundred pounds. Then the king gave him £400 for his homage. The said five hundred pounds belonged to him by right from his wife's inheritance, she was the daughter of Matthew, count of Boulogne. Reginald count of Boulogne had married the other daughter with the said county. The mother of these girls was the daughter of King Stephen and Queen Mathilda. Therefore these men made peace with each other, and at the same time made an alliance under oath, and bound themselves by oath in the presence of King Philip, that each of them at the other's summons should come to England in force in all his might, and do battle with King John for the honours which had been taken away from them and the wide possessions which had been withheld, and which ought to come to them in England by right of their wives. After their oath, King Philip swore that within a month after they had sailed to the shores of England, he would follow them with his army. All the province of England was disturbed by these things and by other rumours of the same kind, being fearful of the alliance of a great number of people with King Philip, who had submitted to his will and who had lost great incomes in England; even fearing the ruin of their princes in the discord, who had similarly lost their fiefs in lands overseas.

Concerning the count of Flanders being made emperor.

Alexius, son of the Emperor Isaac, who had been made emperor by the Latin army which he had brought to his aid in Constantinople, was slain by the treachery of a certain Murzulphus, a relation of his, who for a long time had aspired to the imperial office. Then the Greeks chose a certain Nicholas in Alexius' place, he was soon killed by them at the persuasion of the said traitor, who declared that he (Nicholas) was allied in friendship with the Latins who had come there. After this when Murzulphus was made emperor [Alexius V] by the Greeks he immediately prohibited food and purchasing in the city to the Latins, and he molested them as much as he could through the Greeks, while they were living in tents and ships in severe winter conditions outside Constantinople.  Finally he made an attack on Henry, brother of Baldwin, count of Flanders, who had gone to the city of Philippi with his allies to acquire food: he was put to flight there by the Latins, and he even lost his imperial regalia there, namely a golden shield and a gold icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which afterwards was sent by general agreement to the chapter of Citeaux. Therefore the Latins, who expected malicious deceit from the Greeks, again attacked the city, and took it within a short time together with its palaces. The town of Constantinople looks sort of triangular, being, they say, six miles wide; but the circuit is roughly 18 miles, being, that is, six miles from one corner to another. The height of the walls is fifty feet; the towers around the top of the walls are twenty feet apart. In the city there is a certain famous imperial palace which is called Blackernae and the palace of Constantinople, and the palace of Bohemund. Within that town there is that incomparable church, which Justinian built, namely Hagios Sophia:  many wonderful and unbelievable things are frequently told about the size of this building and the magnificence of its riches.  The said emperor enriched this church with many sources of income, laying down that there should be nine hundred and fifty canons there. Those who are familiar with this city declare for certain that it has more inhabitants than live between the city of York and the river Thames.

Having taken the city, by common counsel Baldwin, count of Flanders was made emperor, Murzulphus taking to flight, and he immediately distributed a third of the imperial treasure among the princes and the Latin army, this third represented eighteen hundred thousand silver marks. This huge sum of money seems incredible to us, as do all the other things which are related about the wealth of the Greeks and the construction of the said city and Hagios Sophia.  Then those who have come back say that the daily income of the emperor is 30,000 perpres; a perpre is a gold coin, and is worth three silver shillings. He showered dignities and honours, and many splendid presents, on the princes and others who were with him. He sent King Philip, formerly his lord, a certain carbuncle, a very precious stone, which could light up the whole palace by its shining brightness, and two royal robes wonderfully covered with gold and precious stones.

In Constantinople a certain ancient column was put up, they say, by mechanical skill by some prophet, whose pedestal is always in motion, on top of the capital of the column three statues of emperors have been placed, one of which faces Asia, another Europe and the third Africa. There is a circle above the heads of the statues, on which is seen written in Greek letters that, after three emperors called Alexius have ruled in Greece, the kingdom of the Greeks shall come to an end, and the empire shall pass to people from a strange land. And so a fourth statue stands above that circle, that is, above the heads of the rest, which is more outstanding and sublime than the other statues, which seems to be looking towards the western quarter of the world, and extends its hand to the west. If anyone wants to know more about how the city of Constantinople was captured once and then again by the Latin army on its way to Jerusalem, and how the count of Flanders was made emperor, and about the taking of the remaining cities, and about the quarrel which developed between the said emperor and the marquis of Montferrat let him read the letters which the same emperor and H[ugh] Count of St Pol sent to their friends living in the western regions of the world.

The countess of Flanders died at Acre, Count Baldwin, afterwards emperor, had one daughter by her, who was born the same year that her father began his journey to Jerusalem.  The countess was the daughter of Henry, count of Troyes, the sister of that Henry, who fell to the ground from an upper storey in Acre, to whom King Richard granted the kingdom of Jerusalem after the death of the marquis.

Godfrey, bishop of Winchester, son of Richard de Lucy died.

1205. There was a severe winter and the rivers froze, so that the Thames could be crossed on foot. Indeed the land was so ice-bound that from the day of the Circumcision of Our Lord up to the Annunciation of Our Lady it was not possible to plough. The winter sowing was almost wiped out in ground which was moving because of the force of the cold; green vegetables even quickly dried up. And so there was a very great dearth, so much so that a measure of corn was being sold for a mark in many places in England, which was often bought for twelve pence in the days of King Henry II. A measure of beans or peas was to be had for half a mark;  a measure of oats for 40 d, of which it was once possible to have the same quantity for four pence. Even the public coinage was debased by clipping it smaller, so that was necessary to reissue it that year.

Robert of Turnham, who had fought so vigorously against the rebel Poitevins, was captured by the French king's army. Both Gerard d'Athee and the castle of Loches, which he had manfully held for a long time were captured. 

King John, who was greatly concerned in his mind, although he seemed to hide his sadness, about the principality of outstanding provinces which he had lost overseas, about summertime arranged to go overseas with a strong army, seduced by the numerous pressures of Poitevin and Gascon princes. Even some of the Normans importuned [flagitabant] him as strongly as they could, complaining greatly about the tyranny of King Philip. So King John, after Easter, having taken counsel at Northampton, set out with a great and noble army to the sea at Porchester, where a great number of ships had been assembled from various ports. When the ships had landed at the port they were shared out at the king's order to each of the nobles, and they were loaded with a store of food and various kinds of weapons, and the day approached when they were to make ready to sail, behold, Lord H, archbishop of Canterbury, and Earl William Marshal who had recently returned from overseas, came to the king, and recommended against the crossing in every way, putting forward many difficulties which might come about as a result of the expedition, namely that it would be very dangerous suddenly to force his way into the ranks of so many enemies, since he had no safe refuge overseas;  that the French king could produce a much more numerous army against him, since he had overrun almost the whole land; that it was not safe to trust himself to the deceit and fickleness of the Poitevins;  they were ever wont to contrive some kind of plot against their princes; that the count of Boulogne, with his allies, would quickly attack the shores of England, having heard that the land was without its princes and its excellent knighthood;  and it was greatly to be feared that while he was seeking to recover the land that had been lost, he would lose what he had, especially since he left behind him no obvious (certus) heir to the kingdom, who could take up the reins of government, if any misfortune happened to his own person overseas. Since the king could not in any way be turned aside from the plan of making an expedition by these or any other arguments, they, prostrating themselves at his knees, held him fast so that he could not leave them, declaring truly that if he was not willing to pay attention to their prayers, they would detain him violently, lest the whole kingdom be brought to confusion by his departure.

And so the king was hampered from every direction, on the one side by the shame of having to give up the project, on the other by the earnestness of the prayers to stay, weeping and wailing he entreated the archbishop to give him the sort of advice that would be useful and beneficial to the kingdom and bring honour to the king's reputation, and which would very much expedite his arrival among the overseas princes who were expecting him.  So having taken counsel, they determined that some of the nobles of England should be sent with stalwart knights as assistance to those awaiting the king's arrival. At length the king, overcome by the pressure of his advisers, of his own accord gave his assent to their line of argument, instructing the princes and knights that they should go home and that they should pay the money for the expedition that had been abandoned to those who were going to make the crossing. And they returned home complaining exceedingly one after the other, in high indignation about the great losses sustained and the heavy expenses which they had incurred because of that expedition, and about the dispersal of the food which they had brought, invoking much evil on the archbishop and the other advisers of the lord king, who had give such abominable advice to the king, as it seemed to many people , and principally the sailors, who were said to number 14,000, who had brought their ships to that port from remote areas, and had waited in vain for such a long time for the crossing with great weariness and loss of saleable commodities. For they say that never had so many ships sailed into any English port to cross the channel, and that never had such a large army of stalwart knights been assembled in England, all of whom were keen and eager to go on expedition with the king. For now the rumour of their coming had so thoroughly terrified the French knights who were in Normandy, that some of them abandoned towns and castles which were near the coast, and sought safety for themselves in the refuge of flight.

Then the king set out, with great sadness, to Winchester [John left Porchester Thursday 9 June, reached Winchester Saturday 11 June, and left the next day for Portsmouth] , by sea, he was moved with such great pain and sorrow of heart that the next day he immediately returned to sea, and went on board ship with his men; and thus going out to the Isle of Wight he sailed about at sea, hither and thither for two, with his friends trying to persuade him not to take it upon himself to go on the expedition without the army, which had stayed behind. Furthermore those who had stayed behind on land, considered that the king would undoubtedly go overseas: and so the rumour went around the whole country continually that the king had crossed the channel. Then the earl of Salisbury, the king's brother, crossed the sea at that time, with many knights, and sailed to La Rochelle. Geoffrey the king’s son by a mistress went on ahead a little before him, with many knights. O what a huge sum of money, what piles of supplies, what endless costs were incurred making ready and getting together the ships in stockpiling the foodstuffs and the weapons of war; it is not easy to count it all up.

On the eve of St John the Baptist's day Hubert de Burgh, the chamberlain, was captured at Chinon, by the king of France’s army: he had kept the said castle safe most honourably for a year after the capture of Normandy and Anjou. Since the greater part of that castle, which had always seemed to be impregnable, had been almost destroyed by the besieging French, he rode out onto the plain with his men, manfully doing battle with the enemy, and was seriously wounded before he could be captured.

On the night of St. John the Baptist's day dreadful thunder was heard throughout the whole night and frightful lightning, coming incessantly from storm clouds was seen throughout England. A certain monster, struck by a thunderbolt, was discovered in Kent, near Maidstone, where an absolutely terrible crashing noise rang out, it seemed to have an ass's head, a human belly and other unnatural limbs deeply unlike those of any one kind of animal; scarcely anyone had the strength to come close to the very blackened corpse, scorched by the thunderbolt because of the unbearable smell.

Then on the night of St Felix, after the feast of St James, there occurred throughout the whole of England at one and the same time such a noise of dreadful thunder and a continuous flashing of crackling lightning throughout the whole night from the collision of clouds, that people believed that Judgment Day had begun, men and animals were almost frightened to death by terror and fear of waiting for what would happen to the whole kingdom.  For many people of both sexes in various places were killed having been struck by lightning. Also animals were struck in the same way, houses were damaged and burned down, cornfields were flattened by hailstones which, in certain places, were said to be as big as goose-eggs, with prickles all over them. Some trees were uprooted and blown away, some were twisted like ropes, and some were obviously cut in half. The next day also some monstrous footprints were seen in several places, the like of which had never been seen before, which men said were the footprints of demons, who wanted to flee hither and thither away from the terrifying noise of the good Angels, according to Jerome from Aethicus. The good angels vent their rage on the ancient enemy with various missiles and darts by closing the routes of the skies and the clouds, rolling thunder and crackling lightning into the angelic pursuit, until, having been forced into a cleft in the earth and the depth of the abyss in the trail of arrows and lightning, they are hewn down and forced back.  The fiery hands of the Angels have such great strength, that rocks are cut up into little pieces, and trees are uprooted.  If the rage of rebellious men breaks out, innumerable thousands of people are cut down and perish by the blow of one single angel.  This philosopher discussed things from above more than others.

The venerable Hubert, archbishop of Canterbury, after he had left Canterbury with a considerable company, to reconcile the monks of Rochester with their bishop with whom they were in disagreement, on the appointed day at Boxley, was seriously distressed on that journey by the double calamity of a fever and a virulent ulcer, so that he turned aside to a certain manor of his, which is called Teynham, and there after four days, that is on 13 July, he died.  In the suburb , (that is to say), certainly below nature's belt, namely on the antepenultimate vertebra of his back the ulcer broke out, which he had hitherto been embarrassed to show to those who shared his bed-chamber, because it seemed to hang over his private parts, A test can be made concerning the nature of the danger of this kind of virulent ulcer. If the sick man feels prickling sensations between the breasts, or sweats, he must know that his death is imminent. It is customary to treat this kind of ulcer with a mixture of equal quantities of raw yolk of egg and salt, if the poultice be applied to the affected area and frequently renewed.  The sick man also must be dieted on plain bread and water, until the flesh be mortified.  However beware of blood-letting, lest the puss get into the veins.  If the archbishop had revealed this complaint more quickly he could have received the infallible cure, as the doctors declared. Warned by Master Gilbert de l'Aigle, for fear of the poisonous material and the burning fire of fever, that he should firstly be reconciled with his Creator through confession, with a manifestly joyful spirit he heeded this man who advised him on the safety of his soul, and so the very next day he confessed his sins to three people, namely the prior of St. Gregory, Master Aaron, confessor of Holy Trinity, and Master Firrainus, the secretary of the Blessed Thomas. Therefore when his confession had been accomplished with the sorrowfulness of a contrite heart, and mass had been celebrated, he completely dissolved into tears, like melted snow, on receiving the eucharist. Then, kindled by the press of conscience and the fire of perfect charity, the moisture of his brain dissolved, producing from itself a torrent of tears.  When these things were done, he was brought to table, and he ministered in some measure to the failing substance of his weakened body with very meagre food and a draught of tepid water, warned by the aforesaid Gilbert that he should compose his will, he replied, "It is now seven years since I, being of completely sound mind, have yearly thoroughly taken stock of my treasure and gone over my jewellery and reckoned up the expenditure in my accounts, and as if I had been about to die I have drafted memoranda of ray possessions in the form of a will, and set it down in writing, and authenticated it by the application of my seal, and I have revised it every year.” Then, therefore, all the venerable men having been called together he ordered that the will that had previously been drawn up by him should be read aloud in their presence, requesting and entreating them greatly, and beseeching them in God's name, that if anything in his will had to be corrected, since nothing in human affairs is in everyway perfect, that his legatees should have the power according to the impartiality of their conscience, to make changes, take away or add.

Then on the third day, namely 12 July, the aforesaid Gilbert observing him at dawn with the eye of the inward mind, urged him to receive extreme unction.  He freely acquiesced but asked for a delay until the arrival of the venerable bishop of Rochester. He, arriving at about the third hour, wished to annoint him, but the archbishop had now been made much stronger by a certain doctor, namely, Henry le Afaitie, and wished to put it off until the next day.  For, he argued, it would be more proper for him to be annointed before luncheon rather than after. Then roundabout the ninth hour the poisonous substances were carried to his brain and for some time he was delirious. But the ill-effects of the disease were fought off by medical treatment namely by moistening his head with warm vinegar and rubbing his feet with both vinegar and salt, and he returned to his own mind, and most piously requested unction. Therefore, at about the hour of vespers he was annointed, he himself singing the psalms with the others, sitting down, and praying with upraised hands joined together, with elevated voice and a cheerful and beautiful expression he three times gave his blessing to those standing around, and then, having been somewhat strengthened by food, he was more peaceful until the middle of the night, and much comforted those who were watching with him, and he discussed fully his will and other business matters. At length the malignant disease attacked him, there was an intensification of feebleness, and his panting body burned up in the furnace of his fevers, the hungry fire continually took away the strength from his pitiful body.  He lay there burning up with breathless lungs, his body shook with continual gasps coming from deep down and with repeated rattlings in the throat, and he showed the signs that his soul would leave its bodily home;  and now when he had passed through the contest of a worthy life and broken free from the last thread of healthfulness, a little fox entered by stealth a crack in the ramparts  of human sickness, and after the fashion of a worm began to destroy the garment of his mortality, and his little ship was tossed about on the waves of his mortal illness and the hosts of his raging symptoms pressed in in troops.  Neither friends, nor the medical remedies provided could relieve him. For this particular lassitude had to end, not with any kind of cure, but only in death. At length the sickness of his body conquered his vigour, and the furnace of his fevers in an extreme act of separation forced his soul to leave its place in his body. 

We have carefully set down these things then, about the death of this venerable man because of those who alleged that the archbishop died intestate, and made machinations to mar the reputations of a man who had been an ornament both in military affairs overseas and in the government of the holy see of Canterbury. But away!  Away far off with this suggestion, and may fortune hide away mischief in a remote part of the world, that he, who was a faithful executor of other men's wills, might have died intestate! Certainly it was fitting that his life which was of approved goodness be closed in a happier ending. Often he placed himself like a wall for the house of the Lord against the torrent of the wicked, so that whatever those about to die declared in their last breath, might be inviolably observed, and those who opposed with royal connivance, he bound with the bonds of anathema. This was confirmed by his co-bishops, when he enjoined it upon King John, and it was approved by him. 

Then when the archbishop had been ceremonially entombed in his cathedral seat, King John came to Canterbury with all speed, and disposed of the affairs of the archbishop in a paternal fashion, just as he pleased. However the aforesaid archbishop more than all his predecessors had enlarged the archbishopric in many ways by various increases in returns, with estates, and abundant possessions, he had adorned it with splendid buildings, leaving out nothing which seemed to pertain to its honour and excellence and the enhancement of its glory. And as he was pleasant and agreeable to everyone who came, indeed he showed himself to be pleasant and kind especially to men in holy orders, freely showing them the courtesy of hospitality, he made them sleep in his own chamber on all sides around his bed, and frequently divided the straw of his own bed, with those who by chance had no bedding, he offered an imitable and praiseworthy example to all pastors that their bedchambers should not be in the least private or closed to men of religion. He devoutly built a certain house of Praemonstratensian canons, which is called Dereham. He had arranged to build an abbey of the Cistercian order at Wolverhampton, a place which he had obtained from King John with its appurtenant rents, and confirmed by royal charters, and fortified with papal privileges, and he had handed over that place to the abbot of Boxley, so that an abbey could be built there with his advice and assistance. But, his unexpected deathbed interrupted his praiseworthy concern, and he was not able to put into effect in his lifetime what he had begun with religious generosity.  Secular canons had been established in that place from former times, who dwelt very much in secular affairs, and showed no pleasing obedience to God.  If the archbishop suffered after death those kinds of torments, that the visions or rather the dreams of some people publically declare, this seems chiefly to be the reason, excepting that which is hidden inside, that he strove with Insatiable covetousness to encompass lands, rents, money and honours to the end of his life, which might be worth enough to meet his enormous expenses.  None of his predecessors, no prince, not even any king contemporary with him, had such great expenses as to be put on equality with him; namely, in manifold pomp, in the abundance of a magnificent table, in the noble company of clerks, knights and retainers, in the paying out of largesse, in the building of sumptuous buildings. For this reason the archbishopric was not sufficient to carry through such great business matters, without the chancellorship of the lord king, without indeed taking into his protection by the king's grant the sons of nobles who had died, with their fathers possessions, and for a long time preventing them from having full control of their father’s inheritance.  For expiation of these and other sins of this kind therefore, perchance he was made over, not undeservedly, to the sharper punishment of the just Judge. Therefore, taught by this example, why, O Man, do you lick all around each of the lips of things, you whom showers of kisses deceive, deluded by the brief passage of sunshine times? Whatsoever you relate of things, of shape, of origin, intelligence, praise and victory or of disposition, it is nothing if you reflect upon the ashes of the noble men who are chronicled in the present pages of this book.

There died in the city of Paris Peter of Poitiers, a distinguished doctor of theology, who produced various treatises. Aimary, brother of King Guy, to whom Jerusalem together with the island of Cyprus, had been committed, died. 

Baldwin, emperor of Constantinople, was captured at Adrianople, a city of Thrace, by a certain John the Vlach, a Greek ruler, in ambush, and was thrust into prison.  Count Louis, son of Theobald, count of Blois, was killed in that battle, and Stephan, brother of Robert, count of Perche, and many others of their army were killed. Then, Henry, brother of the emperor, governed the empire in the meanwhile, and fighting on manfully against the enemy addressed a golden bull to kings and princes, begging them to send him vigorous men in assistance.

The marquis of Montferrat, who had acquired possession of a certain kingdom in which the city of Nicaea is situated by gift of the aforesaid emperor, sent envoys to the Cistercian chapter asking them to send seven communities of monks to build new abbeys in his kingdom; but they did not believe that it was safe yet to offer their assent to his petition. Some said that the Greek empire was greater and broader than the whole of Gaul, Spain, and Ireland with the whole of England.

In Easter week, on the fifth day, the aforesaid emperor was captured, while he was incautiously riding out separately away from his army with sixty knights for a meal. The son of the aforesaid John the Vlach meanwhile was with Pope Innocent, to be crowned by him, at his father's request, king of the kingdom which is called Blakia [i.e. Vlach-Bulgaria].

The brother of the doge of Venice was consecrated patriarch of Constantinople by Pope Innocent, with great ceremony; which had not happened for many years past.

Lord Ralph, second abbot of St Osyth's, who had adorned that place splendidly with grand buildings, with income and with the worship of holy religion, died.

John, bishop of Norwich, was elected archbishop of Canterbury, at the instance of King John, since the sub-prior of Christchurch, Canterbury, had been previously elected by the convent and sent to Rome. As a result of the election of these men by each party, occasion was created for great dissension, and disagreement, and an infinite number of expenses.

Peter des Roches, a king's clerk, was consecrated by Pope Innocent as bishop of Winchester. Savary, bishop of Bath, who had gone to Rome with the same Peter, and had worked in many ways both among the senators and cardinals to bring about his consecration, died: but soon after his arrival at the curia he came to the end of his life in an unpraiseworthy way; so he has this epitaph;

You were well known in the world, ever travelling across the world,
And this day of your death is your first restful day.

It was he who translated the seat of the bishop of Bath to Glastonbury, by permission of King Richard.

1206. Master William, bishop of Lincoln died.

The queen of France, mother of King Philip, daughter of Count Theobald, who was brother of King Stephen died.

1207. Lord Thomas, fifth abbot of Coggeshall, died, he was succeeded by Lord Ralph, monk of the same place, who wrote (descripsit) this chronicle from the capture of the Holy Cross up until the eleventh year of King Henry III, son of King John, and took pains to write down faithfully certain visions which he had heard from venerable men, to the great edification of many people.

Master Stephen Langton was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury by Pope Innocent. The convent of Canterbury was expelled by King John, and all the possessions of that church were confiscated.

Henry the eldest son of King John, by his queen, the daughter of the count of Angouleme, was born.

1208. The whole of England and Wales was placed under a general interdict. The day before the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary [24 March] the estates, the incomes and the moveables of the clergy and monks were confiscated. The king of England sent to Rome and promised to make satisfaction in all matters to God and holy church and to the lord pope; but he did not keep it in any way.

1209. Richard, the king's second son was born.

Henry, Duke of Saxony, brother of the Emperor Otto, came to England.

At mid-Lent at mid-day, with the sun in the east, an extraordinary battle of the clouds with the sun took place, and lasted beyond the first hour of the day.

The queen was confined at Devizes. King John ordered that the houses of the bishops who were executors of the interdict should be demolished, the woods cut down, the fishponds destroyed.

Otto was consecrated emperor by Pope Innocent.

1210. King John imposed a very heavy tax generally on all the religious houses of the whole of England; but he oppressed the Cistercians particularly greatly, and did not give permission for the abbots to go to the annual chapter of Citeaux.

Irreconcilable discord arose between the lord pope and the emperor, Otto.

The king led an army to Ireland; he expelled Hugh de Lacy from Ireland, and received the surrender of the whole of Ireland.

Again the archbishop was called to Canterbury; but he did not come very far because he had not received adequate safe conduct, which the king had promised him.

Again a battle of clouds around the sun appeared in the morning.

William de Braose fled from England; his wife and sons were killed at Windsor castle.

1211. Emperor Otto and the king of England were excommunicated. All bishops and clerks who were active overseas were recalled by a public edict in the shires.

John, count of Brienne was crowned king of Jerusalem at Tyre.

1212. The son of the king of Scots was knighted at London.

The king again found fault with the Cistercians, because the count of Toulouse had been brought down with their advice and assistance, he had married his [John's] sister Joanna; the king demanded twenty-two thousand pounds compensation for her loss.

Frederick, king of Sicily, was elected emperor, Otto having been condemned.

Ferrand, nephew of the countess of Flanders, Portuguese by birth, received the daughter of the emperor Baldwin together with the whole of Flanders.

The king asked for and received a fortieth from the Cistercians.

The count of Toulouse, expelled by the army of the Lord from all his cities and castles, in Toulouse alone found bare shelter.

The Welsh made a foray, to England, whatever they could they put to fire and the sword. The king collected together a very considerable army against them; but having heard that the barons of England unanimously wished to rise up against him, took refuge at Nottingham castle, and allowed the whole army to return home. He wrote to the Londoners about this matter; but the barons cleared themselves of the charge of treason in the king's presence, and he condemned Eustace de Vesci and Robert Fitz Walter to perpetual exile, they had not turned up at the king's occasion for clearing oneself.

The king put to death Geoffrey of Norwich, a clerk who had been brought before him for being in sympathy with the aforesaid conspiracy and thrown into prison for a long time.

The king extorted charters from all the clergy of England in which they falsely bore witness to the effect that whatever the king had taken for himself by force, they had freely granted to him of their own will.

The last sacrament was permitted to the dying and those devoutly entreating it with sincere penitence, by the bishops of London and Ely; also permission was given for mass to be celebrated once a week in conventual churches. 

Frederick, king of Sicily crossed the Alps into Germany with a few men against the now false emperor Otto, and was acknowledged by the archbishops and bishops and princes of Germany with solemn ritual. The Germans rose up as one against Otto.

1213. The duke of Louvain laid waste Liege and the lord pope excommunicated him.

The king having summoned Eustace de Vesci and Robert FitzWalter three times in the county courts, outlawed them with their supporters, destroyed their castles and took over their estates.

The archbishop of Canterbury with his co-exiles went to Rome to petition against the king's envoys, and were received with due honour by the pope and the cardinals, and were listened to to some effect concerning their affairs.  They accepted Master Pandulf as advocate in their suit, and so returned to France.

The king of France made ready a naval expedition against England, to fight the king of the English, and subject the whole of England to himself with the agreement of the nobility. Pandulf forbade the king of France to enter England before the king of the English had come to make satisfaction and had learned repentance.

Meanwhile the king of France occupied the whole of Flanders, because the count of Flanders refused to cross over with him to England.

The king of England burned the king of France's boats;  he gave sworn security about giving satisfaction to the church, and receiving the archbishop of Canterbury, to all the co-exiled bishops, clerks and laymen, and twelve earls and barons did the same with him, and so he was entitled to be absolved publically.

The king of England granted the whole of the kingdom of England and the whole of the kingdom of Ireland to God and His blessed apostles Peter and Paul, and to the Lord Pope Innocent and his catholic successors as a perpetual gift, and confirmed this by his charter, so that so long as they were feudal vassals both he and his heirs should do liege homage to the lord pope and his catholic successors, if they were able to go to them; and moreover, a thousand marks sterling, namely 700 for England and 300 for Ireland, excluding blessed Peter's pence, were to be paid annually at Easter and at Michaelmas to the lord pope and his catholic successors. And if King John, or any of his successors, tried to go against this he should lose his right to the kingdom, unless, having been forcibly reminded, he duly came to his senses.

The archbishop of Canterbury, with his co-exiled bishops, monks, clerks and laymen, came to England, and received possession and full administration of their lands.

The king of Aragon, while he was rashly aiding the count of Toulouse against the catholics, having joined battle, was miraculously, but wretchedly, overwhelmed with the whole of his army.

The lord pope ordered archbishops and bishops, abbots, priors, archdeacons and deacons from the whole of the Christian world to come to Rome on the first of November 1215, where he arranged that a general council should be held. The lord pope appointed cardinals and legates to every single Christian kingdom, to assemble people, arms and money for the aid of the Holy Land.

The king of England, having prepared ship for Poitou, asked the Northumbrian barons to go overseas with him; but they refused with a single mind and the same attitude alleging that they were not liable to do this for him according to the obligations on their lands, and moreover that they had been greatly exhausted and thoroughly impoverished by expeditions in England. The king, therefore, was angry, and when he had gathered together a great force of knights, he wanted to terrorize them, but the archbishop of Canterbury, attempting to show him reasonableness, restrained him from attack.

Peter of Pontefract, who had been prophesying for a long time that the king would not reign much longer, was hanged, by the king's own order.

Nicholas bishop of Tusculum, legate of the holy see, came to England, he seemed to many people, to show favour to the king in settling disputes and ecclesiastical affairs. The Northumbrians made peace with the king, through the intervention of the legate, the archbishop of Canterbury, and other bishops and barons; on the condition that they should be allowed to enjoy their ancient liberties, as the king had sworn by public oath before his absolution.

Almost all the barons of England were united in a league to protect the liberty of church and the whole kingdom.

On the order of the lord pope, the bishop of Norwich and many other ecclesiastical persons, who had communicated with the king when he was excommunicated, and had received ecclesiastical benefices when excommunicate or from excommunicates, were required to go to Rome.


Geoffrey Fitz Peter, justiciar of England, died, and the bishop of Winchester succeeded him in that office, to the mutterings of the nobility of the whole kingdom, because a man of foreign birth was set over them.

Giles de Braose, son of William de Braose, received in custody all his paternal property, together with his nephew, until the boy came of age; and the bishop absolved the king, and quit claimed him from all restitution of what had been taken away which he reckoned to be his.

The count of Toulouse, who had been driven out of all his possessions except Toulouse alone, came to England, and did homage to the king, and handed over Toulouse, and, it was said, took back with him ten thousand marks.

1214. Ferrand, count of Flanders came to England, and the king went to meet him at Canterbury, and the king received there his homage for the whole of Flanders, and showered royal munificence on both the count and those that came with him in the form of copious gifts of gold, silver and precious stones.

The king having assembled a large fleet, at about the time of the Purification of the Blessed (Virgin) Mary, [John embarked at Yarmouth 9 February and reached La Rochelle by 15th] in the company of a few earls, but a vast number of soldiers of lesser fortune, set sail and voyaged to La Rochelle, taking with him his queen, and his son Richard, and Eleanor, Arthur's sister, with countless treasure of gold, silver and precious stones.

The king sent the earl of Salisbury with a great deal of money to Flanders to assist the count of Flanders.

Three preachers were assigned to three parts of England to collect arms, money, ships and sign men with the cross to aid Jerusalem.

The king's envoys, coming from Rome, brought back details of the rate of compensation, that the king first of all was to pay 40,000 marks to the archbishop of Canterbury and his fellow bishops who had been despoiled in the past; and then having taken an oath, he was to commit himself on the authority of his charter to pay annually 12,000 marks, until the whole amount which had been confiscated was repaid; moreover he was to give pledges to the bishops, earls, barons and their successors, who had made promises on the king's behalf on oaths and in public charters. And thus finally the interdict in England was lifted.

The king of England received the surrender of the whole of Aquitaine, with the exception of the city of Poitiers and a few castles; he captured the brother of the count of Brittany with twenty-five knights, at the siege of Nantes; he made peace with Geoffrey de Lusignan and the count of Eu and the count of La Marche, who is called Hugh Le Brun, and also Savary de Mauleon.

Gilbert, bishop of Rochester, died. The interdict was lifted from the whole of England on the day of SS. Processus and Martinianus at London [2 July].

Open warfare broke out between the king of France and the aforesaid count of Flanders with his allies, and the castles of Flanders fell to the French, and the count of Flanders, and the count of Boulogne, and the earl of Salisbury, the illegitimate brother of the king of England, and a great number of knights of lesser ranks were captured. Indeed this battle took place on Sunday, 20 July, near Douai.

Lord Simon, fourth abbot of Tilty [Cistercian abbey in Essex] died, who, by the grace of God coming to his assistance, built up from the poorest of granges a most beautiful and wealthy abbey in which religious enthusiasm strove with secular good sense.

Aubrey de Vere, earl of Oxford, died.

The king of England however made little progress with his expedition; but instead the vicomte of Thouars abandoned him and went over to the king of France. The king of France mounted a very strong expedition against the king of England. Truces were made between the two kings from the day after Easter for five years, according to some people, on the instructions of the lord pope; according to others, because of the appearance of 60,000 marks, which the king of England, fearing the great numbers of the enemy army opposing him, paid to the king of France.

Master Robert of Couricon, since he was acting in an increasingly insolent way in France, was sharply reproved in letters from the lord pope. But also Lord Nicholas, legate of England, when it was made known to the lord pope that he was very well disposed towards the arrogant actions of the king, and took little care about restoring the freedom of the church, and covetously organized his relatives into ecclesiastical benefices, when he had been recalled by letters from the lord pope, hastened to return to Rome, greatly fearing for his cloth.

The king returned to England from Poitou. [He was at La Rochelle on 2 October 1214 and at Dartmouth by 15 October.]

John de Gray, bishop of Norwich, died overseas.

The barons of Northumbria, coming together with one accord to force the king to restore the liberty of the church and kingdom, and to abolish evil customs which both his father and his brother had invented in times past to the hurt of the church and kingdom, together with those abuses which the king himself had added, as the king had sworn the previous year, they talked with the king about these matters for many days and in many places assigned for this purpose amongst them, and they entreated him and earnestly beseeched him about them; moreover they produced the charter of King Henry I, which described liberties, which had been abolished in the past, which the nobles now strove  zealously to revive. But as the king tenaciously refused both sides departed in enmity.

Lord William, king of Scotland, of pious memory, died after he had reigned for more than forty years; his son Alexander succeeded him to the throne.

1215. Master Eustace, bishop of Ely died. King John took the cross to go to Jerusalem.

The barons of England renounced their fealty to their king and withdrew their homage to him; having occupied Northampton, they attacked certain royal castles, and manfully seized plunder from his plunderings. Then, having made alliances through intermediaries with the citizens of London, when the earl of Salisbury was advancing on London, on Sunday 17 May, having positioned their troops, they approached the city, and while the citizens were busy at mass, they broke through without opposition. Then, having entered, they captured those king's supporters that they could find and plundered their possessions; they broke into the houses of the Jews; they smashed repositories and treasure chests, and they copiously filled their purses which had been empty for a long time in that religious expedition. Then Robert fitz Walter, marshal of the army of God and the holy church, and Geoffrey de Mandeville, earl of Essex and Gloucester, paid meticulous attention every day to strengthening the walls of the city with the stones from the houses of the Jews; however they did not take the Tower of London, as the few men on the inside resisted manfully. And when it had been spread about far and wide throughout the kingdom, that the barons had occupied the king's metropolitan city, everyone (except the earls Warenne, Arundel, Chester, Pembroke, Ferrars and Salisbury, and among the barons, William Brewer and a few others, all of whose knights, however, both the earls and the barons, had gone over to the baronial side,) the rest, as I say, all of them, went over to the army of God daily in troops, until four extremely strong armies were formed in England, and such great terror possessed the king that he never now dared to go beyond Windsor. 

While all this was going on, the king of the Franks encouraged the barons with letters about his loyalty and complete support and energetic commitment, promising them as much assistance as he could supply, allowing for the truces which were in existence between himself and King John. He also pledged that he would not allow anyone within any of his domain to come to the aid of the king against the barons. He even sent engines of war to them through the agency of Eustace the Monk, and if they needed it, he arranged to lend them large quantities of his treasure, but he kept quiet about freely sending over some of his stalwart troops to assist the barons. When these things were known it made the king fearful and the barons annoyed.

On the day, therefore, which had been fixed for the meeting, the barons assembled together between Windsor and Staines, in the meadow which is called Runnymede, with a large number of most distinguished knights well-armed in every respect, and when they had pitched their tents they stayed there. But the king remained apart with his own men in the same meadow in pavilions. And so through the mediation of the archbishop of Canterbury together with many bishops and not a few barons, a sort of peace [quasi pax] was made between the king and the barons, and everyone swore by the halidom to keep it inviolate, even the king. Then soon the treaty was formulated in a charter, so that every county in the whole of England should have a charter of its own in the same form authenticated by the royal seal. There, also, the king restored their rights to the barons, and to other people those things which it was established without doubt pertained to them. Then, another day having been fixed for the restoration of those rights about which there was controversy, the barons returned to London. Then the barons occupied themselves in tournaments in various parts of England. A general oath was taken by everyone both knights and free men in every county throughout the whole of the kingdom, on royal orders set out in letters patent, that they should keep the charter faithfully and honestly, and attack with all their strength those who were not willing to do so, including even the king himself.

The king refused to come on the day fixed for the meeting, but deceitfully repeatedly asked for the accustomed postponements. At length, when he had agreed on a day for a meeting at Staines in Kent, he did not come; but preserving himself carefully by day on the coast, by night at sea, he increased the size of his fleet wherever he could; he summoned foreigners to him; the treasure that he had amassed in the ships with him, he lavished about in gifts; all the English people fled from his court. Further, he blockaded the sea-ports of Kent and Surrey and Hampshire with close guards, lest anyone should even go to the Roman council without his permission. Then he spewed out allegations against the archbishop of Canterbury, accusing him of underhand treachery, demanding from him the castle of Rochester, and the Tower of London, which he had taken in hand to keep as a mediator and trustee, until it was decided by judgment in whose lordship they belonged by right. The archbishop, however, after a limited delay for replying answered to the king that he was not able to hand over the said strongholds, except after judgment. But then the bishop of Rochester boldly appealed to the lord pope against the archbishop and the king that nothing should be done concerning the castle of Rochester which might make a change to the prejudice of archiépiscopal right which pertained to the church of Canterbury in the aforesaid castle. Moreover he asserted that it was his legal concern to appeal on behalf of the right of the church of Canterbury, as he was chaplain to the archbishop. Then, after a short time, Robert Fitz Walter, fearing that the king's insistence would force the archbishop to surrender the castle of Rochester, secretly entered there, with the permission of Reginald of Cornhill, who was the custodian of that castle, with a considerable military force, and remained there for some days, while the king rode about in the area of Canterbury and Dover.

Meanwhile the king, having sent Hugh of Boves, a former exile from the king of France, with letters from the pope, (whether false or true is uncertain), had it publicised throughout Brabant and the neighbouring provinces, that everyone trained in military skills should come to England to acquire remission for their sins, and subject that country to a policy of extermination without any respect for order, office, sex or age, because, according to that lying trickery, everyone had abandoned the catholic faith.

Meanwhile the archbishop went overseas, the king being unwilling and threatening him with reprisals; but the bishop of Winchester, and Pandulf, elect of Norwich, together with the abbot of Reading, already armed with letters from the lord pope (either true or false, or acquired by false pretences) to excommunicate all those causing the king trouble, suspended the archbishop himself from office, proclaiming it while he was still at sea because he had been unwilling to pronounce sentence of excommunication against those named to him who had troubled the king, and because he thus went abroad to the councils he did not defy their sentence, although it was unjust, out of respect for the lord pope, rather he observed it humbly and respectfully.

And so when all the forces had been got ready and the foreigners set sail for England, the Lord raised up extraordinarily dreadful storms and whirlwinds and thrust a great number of ships down into the depths of the sea, together with the aforesaid Hugh, their leader, who sank like lead in the raging waters together with the king’s own personal ship and a force of knights, and much treasure. However some escaped shipwreck, and many of these were captured by the English and experienced a woeful dungeon. The king, then, deeply depressed by this loss, collected together many forces and approached Rochester from the side where the river flows, wishing to burn the bridge down, in order to prevent help reaching Rochester from that side from London. But Robert Fitz Walter defended the bridge with 60 knights and sergeants and stalwart crossbowmen, and put out the blaze, and forced the king, whose plan was in vain, to flee, many of the king's men were drowned, or wounded, or killed. Of the barons' knights there were captured there Oliver of Argentan and David Giffard, who, while they were struggling hard beyond their might to capture the king's knights, were themselves, the victors, carried off violently by the vanquished, at a moment when they could not get help from their fellows who were engaged in other matters. On the occasion of this man's capture, because the king declared his intention to kill the aforesaid valiant Oliver cruelly by starvation, the eldest brother of the same O[liver] who was passionately committed to the baronial cause, moved by brotherly pity, since he had offered the king a great deal of money for his ransom, but could not gain a hearing, at length after three days’ starvation of his brother, with the barons' permission, went over to the king's side bodily, but not in spirit, and having given securities for his steadfastness, released his brother at very great risk.

The king having once again reconstructed forces of armed men, on Sunday 11 October, unexpectedly took possession of the city of Rochester and besieged the entrance to the castle, harassing the besieged with engines of many kinds. However there were there in the castle the distinguished William d'Aubigny, and Reginald of Cornhill, William of Amesforde and many other nobles with more than a hundred knights and sergeants, and many stalwart crossbowmen, and the siege dragged on for almost two month. In that siege the king spent more than sixty thousand marks on mercenaries, and the whole of Kent was cruelly billeted, including the episcopal see of Rochester, the church and cloisters and offices of the monks, and they even stabled their horses next to the high altar and the tombs of the saints, Paul, first archbishop of York, and Blessed Ithamar, a former bishop of Rochester, and they occupied themselves in that place in revellings and drunkenness, and even bedding down and lewdness, having no respect for the holy place and the saints.  But those who were inside the castle defended themselves busily enough and in a very disciplined way, killing innumerable men on the outside. But at length, when the walls had been shattered and undermined, and since there was now no food for the besieged, they gave themselves up into the king's hands, committing themselves and their affairs to the king's mercy.

While this siege was going on approximately seven thousand armed men sailed to Orwell and the neighbouring ports, whom Louis, son of Philip, king of the Franks, had sent to the barons' aid, the barons of England had chosen him to be their king, having declared forfeit and forsworn King John and all his family, Saer de Quincy, earl of Winchester acting as intermediary (with Prince Louis). King John also contrived a deceitful trick as was his custom, he sent letters then to Philip, King of France, in the name of all the barons of England who were in opposition against himself, and he sealed these falsely, having forged each of their seals, [writing] with a great show of importuning friendliness to the effect that he should not allow his son, Lord Louis, to come and be a nuisance in England because an agreement had been made peacefully between themselves and their lord the king of England concerning all those things which they had demanded of him in return; and also that they would give full satisfaction to Lord L[ouis] for the expenses which he had incurred in coming to their assistance. When letters of this kind were read aloud in the presence of the king of France, he threateningly accused the earl of Winchester, who was there in his presence at the time, of treachery. But the earl, realising the trick, swore on his own head to the king that those letters were forged. King J[ohn] sent letters of a similar nature from R[obert] Fitz Walter and other barons of England to the Northumbrian barons, which delayed their arrival in London. Also the king of the Franks demanded hostages from the barons of England as cast iron security, and so G[eoffrey] de Mandeville and H[umphrey] de Bohun, earls of Gloucester and Hereford crossed the channel and he accepted them as hostages.

1216. After he captured the castle of Rochester, King John divided up his army placing half under the command of Savary de Mauleon, the Poitevin, Fawkes [de Breaute], the Norman, and the earl of Salisbury, his illegitimate brother, and Gerard of Sotengaine, the Fleming, and Walter, nicknamed Buck of Brabant. Then he himself went with the rest of the army against the Northerners (Norenses). And the aforesaid Savary and his companions, 	lay siege to Plessey castle, which belongs to Geoffrey de Mandeville, on the night of Christmas itself; many of their knights and sergeants turned their attention to laying waste the countryside round about, they went so far as to force a violent entry into the church and offices of the abbey of Tilty on Christmas Day itself, while solemn mass was being celebrated after tierce, and threw down all their furnishing, and broke into many strong-boxes and siezed many things placed in safe keeping by founders and carried them away.  Also on the day of Our Lord's Circumcision [1 Jan], they broke violently into Coggeshall church while tierce was being said, and took away twenty-two horses which belonged to the bishop of London and the brother treasurer and others.  Then they went swiftly to Bury St. Edmunds, then surrounded the Isle of Ely with a siege because of the many knights and noble ladies, who had fled there in the face of the plunderer to the refuge of a place under the protection of St Edmund. Then at length having managed to get onto the island they inflicted heavy losses there, as they did everywhere wherever they went, sparing neither age, nor sex, condition or religion; also they broke into churches, and took away whatever had been placed in safe keeping there; they even subjected men to dreadful tortures in order to cheat them out of their money; and this was especially true of the followers of the aforesaid Buck.

On the Saturday next before Epiphany [5 Jan 1216] the earl of Winchester and other earls returned to London from overseas, bringing with them forty-one ships full of knights and sergeants. On the Friday before the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary [29 Jan] the aforesaid Savary and his allies laid siege to the castle of Colchester; but having heard that the barons at London were hurrying to the relief of the castle, on the Wednesday after the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary [3 Feb] they retreated in the direction of Bury St Edmunds.

During the night before the previous Sunday, 31 January, a little before the early light of dawn, two groups of stars were seen by many people coming towards each other from the east and from the west and closing together in a portentous confrontation; with one giant star remaining immobile in the middle of them all. And after this battle had been going on for a long while, eventually the eastern stars plummeted down into their own region, and the struggle was over.

Then the king marched with his army as far as the Scottish sea, depopulating the barons’ lands harassing them continuously with fire and the sword; and also he razed to the ground their castles which he took either through surrender or by siege; indeed the northern barons fled at the sight of him, with the exception of a few who surrendered to the mercy of this pitiless man. The king spent so long on this expedition, and he travelled such a distance, that it was more or less impossible to know what had become of him, to the extent that a false rumour went around that he was dead and that he had been buried in secret at Reading.

Geoffrey de Mandeville died at London, from a wound which he received while, after the French custom, they were riding swiftly around with spears or pikes, charging in turns, the day before the beginning of Lent (i.e. Shrove Tuesday, 22 Feb 1216); he was buried at the priory of Holy Trinity, London.

At this time a pronouncement was made of the excommunication which the lord pope publically imposed at the Lateran council on all those attacking King John of England. However the canons of St Paul's, London and many other ecclesiastical persons then in the company of the barons at London appealed against the sentence; pleading against the sentence to the effect that it vías imposed on the evidence of false witness.

About mid-Lent, the king with a large army laid siege to Colchester, and after a few days received the surrender of the French who were holding it, on the condition that those Frenchmen there be allowed to return freely to their own people with all that belonged to them; then the English who had been found there were to be released free of ransom having been fined.  The earl of Salisbury swore on oath on the king's behalf to keep this agreement inviolate, the king then allowed all the French to go; however he transferred the English into close custody in chains, never showing any fear of God's justice or the violation of an oath. Then those Frenchman, on their arrival in London, were immediately taken prisoner and were straightaway accused by the native barons of having betrayed their fellow English soldiers basely and disloyally, since they had committed themselves to a different condition. Then a serious discussion was held about hanging them; but on the recommendation and advice of some intelligent person the sentence and its execution were put off until Lord Louis was present; but meanwhile they were put in chains.

Then the king when he had captured Robert de Vere’s castle at Hedingham, rapidly handed out rewards to his mercenaries, so that he could besiege London immediately. When he made this known to the Londoners, they opened all the gates of the city, ready to hold a meeting with the king, if he approached within a distance of ten leagues from the city. However the king withdrew from the danger of putting them to the test, their animosity, numbers and vigour in battle having been made known to him. However Savary de Mauleon, unforeseen by the Londoners, joined battle, and having lost many of his men, was gravely wounded almost mortally. Also the Northerners, having summoned up their strength, besieged York and attacked it ferociously, at length having accepted an offer of more than a thousand marks, they permitted a truce up until the octave of Whitsun. Meanwhile the Londoners took prisoner sixty-five pirates who were blockading the river Thames, countless others having been killed or drowned.  Plundering and burning were committed by the king's allies throughout England, and even the barons devastated the lands of their opponents.

The king, meanwhile, forewarned by certain spies that Lord Louis had firmly decided to come to England, sent the bishop of Winchester, William Marshal the elder and certain others to France, to King Philip; trying to see if by some means he could persuade the king through them to restrain his son from such an enterprise; but they returned without having had a hearing. So the king, making a tour of the coastal areas, fortified his castles; he committed the Cinque Ports to his support, having extorted oaths and hostages from them; he assembled a great fleet of ships from Yarmouth, King's Lynn and Dunwich and the rest of the ports of England, equipped them and filled them with forces of soldiers; ordering them to confront the French in a naval battle as they arrived. But, behold, an ill and stormy wind blowing down from the north in great part destroyed the fleet, some by collision, some by being overturned and sunk, some being blown far to the south. Moreover the king, played false by hostile fate, lost many of those ships which he had sent over to attack and burn the French fleet.

However Lord Louis, equipped with all kinds of reinforcements at Calais, Gravelines and Wissant set sail for England with a north-east wind blowing, (called north-east because being mid-way between east and north it shares in both), however he sailed with difficulty, because the wind filled the sails obliquely rather than directly, and he arrived at Stonor on Saturday after Ascension Day, that is 21 May. Having seen him land, John fled straightaway terrified, weeping and wailing, and all his army with him. And since only Lord Louis' ship had landed, the others sailing some distance away, he [John] could easily have captured him with all his men if fate had not forced the king on, as they [Louis' men] were very exhausted after two days in a storm-tossed sea.

So with the king fleeing so cravenly at their sight, Louis advanced boldly with his army, and first they received the surrender of the city of Canterbury with the castle ; and afterwards all the other castles of Kent, the heavily fortified Dover being the only exception. Then he came to London, and was honourably received by the nobility and citizens, and they all equally swore fealty and homage to him. Then, having captured certain castles, he hurried off to capture King John, whom he had heard had erected the dragon battle-standard at Winchester, as if he would engage Louis in battle, if he came. But John, having learnt of his approach furled his dragon and fled, having first set fire to the town in four areas;  but even more swiftly the citizens put out the fire and went out with pleasure to meet Louis as he arrived, and having handed over the city to him, they swore him fealty. Then he laid siege to the castle of the city and forced it to surrender. Almost all the earls and barons of the kingdom came to him there, who had previously supported John. Also the earl of Salisbury went over with his castle to Louis; only a few then still firmly adhered to John.

Then when these things had been done, around about the feast of the blessed Mary Magdalene, he besieged the castle of Dover, and the siege dragged on until the feast of the Blessed Pope Calixtus. Then Hubert de Burgh and Gerard de Sotengi who were in command in the castle, not being strong enough to sustain any longer the assaults and siege engines of Louis, requested truces from him, so that when they had sent envoys to John they might either get help from him, or hand over his castle to Louis.

Meanwhile, while the said siege was dragging on, John was marching about the land laying it waste with fire and the sword wherever he could. Also the count of Nevers, who had come with Louis, besieged Windsor castle for almost two months with an army of many Englishmen. And when John approached with his army, as if he were going to raise the siege, they prepared to confront him in battle:  having heard of this, he fled from them, and rapidly proceeded to visit castles, which had received truces of surrender from the barons, and took them, hostages having been given, namely in Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex; and while he was travelling through he piled on the burning and destruction everywhere, not even sparing churches. Hearing of this, the barons who were besieging Windsor, all withdrew from the castle, burning their siege engines and moved rapidly to follow the king: he then having heard of this, fled even more quickly.

Innocent the third died on 16 July at Perugia, he was succeeded by Honorius.

Alexander, King of Scots and the northern barons came to Canterbury to Lord Louis.

Concerning the death of King John.

The king, having learnt that the barons had stopped following him, returned to King's Lynn, and Savary de Mauleon, the Poitevin, having set out to join him there, he began to fortify King’s Lynn. But there, it is said, due to the great greed which always made his appetite Insatiable, swilling until he was drunk, as a result of surfeiting his stomach, he collapsed with dysentery. Then afterwards when the flux had dried up for a little while, he was bled at a village in Lindsey, which is called Lackford. Therefore when the messenger arrived there from those besieged in Dover castle, and informed him of the reason for their visit, the illness broke out again as a result of the grief he sustained. Moreover an enormous grief wracked him, because he had lost his chapel with his relics, and some sumpter horses with various furnishings in the course of that journey at Wellstream, and many of his household had been drowned in sea water and sucked down into quick-sands there, because they had gone in carelessly and precipitately, when the tide had not yet gone out. Then his illness getting worse for a few days, he died intestate at the castle of Newark, on the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist, his disembowelled body was taken to Worcester, and buried there in the cathedral. However his household plundered everything which he had with him and simply abandoned him leaving nothing with his body with which a corpse could decently be covered; but his castellan, took care of his disembowelled and naked body, in so far as he could.

Around about the middle of the night, namely at the hour at which he died such a noise of wind and whirlwind sounded through that town alone that the citizens feared that their houses would be blown down, as Lord John the Savignac told us having heard it himself from the townspeople: he came to the town at dawn after that night, and met the household of the dead king, and they would not tell him anything about his death; he having been asked by the castellan, stayed with the disembowelled body for about an hour, and celebrated mass there for his soul. Many dreadful and fantastical apparitions were afterwards recounted by many people about him, the nature of which we refrain from writing down here. However he reigned with some difficulty (satis laboriose), as can be seen from what has been set down above, for seventeen years and 5 months, and he was succeeded by his son Henry a boy of ten years; and he was consecrated king at Gloucester, on the day of the apostles SS Simon and Jude in the presence of the legate Guala, who landed in England that year. Afterwards he mercilessly despoiled Master Gervase, dean of London and priests of that city and other clerks of their benefices, and others whom Louis had preferred and who had celebrated during the interdict; and he distributed their ecclesiastical benefices to other people according to his will.

That year Herbert, bishop of Salisbury, called Le Poor died.

Concerning the capture of the barons at Lincoln.

In the year of grace 1217 Louis sailed from England to get more help; and meanwhile many nobles who had supported him, changed over to the king's fealty on the recommendation of the legate and bishops.

Then Louis returned and began to besiege Dover again, but in vain. For the barons and knights who supported him, went with a great army to Lincoln, doing much damage en route, and were captured at Lincoln on the eve of Holy Trinity, which then fell on 20 May and they were taken captive by the royalists who had adhered firmly to John, and were heavily ransomed. Also the count of Perche was killed there with many others. The legate Guala was present at this capture, together with the earls and Fawkes. Louis hearing of this disaster, left the siege of Dover and went to London, waiting in vain for help from overseas. At length the greater barons of France, with a certain Eustace, formerly a monk, set out to come to England to the assistance of Louis, with a great company of armed men, having got together a great fleet, namely 60 ships. But Lord Hubert de Burgh, constable of Dover and king’s justiciar, set out to meet them at sea with a crowd of men-at-arms and ships from the Cinque Ports, and Eustace their captain was killed, he being the first to clash with his ship, and everyone was captured who was in that ship, some were drowned. And so the Lord smote the heads of his enemies who were coming to scatter the English people, and many were captured with the rest of the ships and taken away captive; and the Lord recalled some of those fleeing across the waters of the sea and they sank like lead in the turbulent waters. And thus Almighty God, not fighting with a great host, cast down the strength of the enemy and his right hand was glorified in his people.

Therefore having heard these things, the said Louis did not know where to go, because there was no safe place for him anywhere; and so, driven by necessity, he asked for terms of peace.  At length there met together the said Lord Louis and Guala, the legate, and the bishops and other prelates and the greater men of England, on a certain island in the neighbourhood of the town of Kingston, and they had a long conference about peace and concord; there the aforementioned Louis in the presence of everyone, was freed from the penalty of excommunication by which he was bound, he renounced the kingdom of England, and thus the peace of the church and of the kingdom of England was made and set down on the eve of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross; this done, Louis returned to France with his men.  Then afterwards the legate sent abbots and monks throughout England, who absolved everyone who had had dealings with Louis and his men.
