Strata Florida

Below are two texts relating to Strata Florida.

Extracts from the Brut y Tywysogion, or Chronicle of the Welsh Princes. This is a record of events in the history of Wales from the time of Cadwaladr ap Cadwallon, who, according to the Brut, died in 681 or 682, to the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in 1282. Uncertainty exists as to the actual authorship of the Brut but many historians assign it to Strata Florida. Certainly there are frequent references to the abbey.

1164	In that year through the will of God and at the instigation of the Holy Spirit, a community of monks came to the place called Strata Florida…

1185	In that year died Dafydd, abbot of Strata Florida

1186	In that year, about the month of July, a community of monks went from Strata Florida to Rhedynog Felen in Gwynedd. And then died Peter, abbot of Clairvaux.

1191	… and Owain ap Rhys died at Strata Florida.

1201	In that year the community of Strata Florida went to the new church on the eve of Whit Sunday after it had been nobly and handsomely built … and in that year died Gruffudd … son to the Lord Rhys and a prince of Wales by right and inheritance after assuming the habit of the Order at Strata Florida, and there was honourably buried.

1204	Hywel, son of Lord Rhys the Great, was slain in Cemmaes through treachery by the men of Maelgwn his brother; and he died after he had assumed the habit of the Order of Strata Florida, and he was honourably buried in the same grave as Gruffudd his brother.

Extract from the ‘foundation charter’ of the Lord Rhys, 1184

Be it known that I, Rhys, prince of South Wales, have begun the task of building the venerable abbey called Strat-Fflur; since its inception I have loved and cherished it, increased its possessions, and enlarged them as much as I could, with the assistance of the Lord, granting to the abbey, with a devout mind for the cure of my soul and the souls of my predecessors and successors, pasture, arable, and mountain land for the grazing of animals, as much as was fitting. And the same gift which I have conferred on the said monastery I confirm again in this year of 1184. Also my three sons, Gruffudd, Rhys and Mareddudd have at this same time, in the same place, conferred the same gift upon the abbot of Strat-fflur. 


