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Education is considered in western society, a fundamental and rite of passage within childhood and accessible through to adulthood should an individual choose to pursue higher education. The value that a quality educational experience and outcome, can offer greater opportunity and fulfilment. However, the right to an education can look very different in low to middle income countries and not accessible to all.  
According to the UN Convention on the Right of a Child, Article 28 states that, the child should have access to education in order that it came become its best version of itself, by way of a progressive and equal approach, enabling the subject to access free primary education and a pathway to secondary, with a range of suitable general and vocational pathways, to suit the learner. Similarly, it outlines western education in the right to access technology and specific modern teaching methods and that this should apply to developing countries also. This outlines that education should be a basic and necessary, human right regardless of their geographic placement in the world.
This essay will seek to outline many barriers that affect children and young people face accessing quality education, in areas affected by political and economic unrest although policies state otherwise, and the effect this has on prosperity and life chances in these areas.

Sierra Leone is a republic on the southwest coast of West Africa and has a population of 8,910,661, which equates to 0.11 % of the world population (Worldometer, 2024). It is noteworthy to add that Sierra Leone is a member of both the United Nations (UN) and the African Union (AU) and is ratified by the 2002 African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (AWRWC) (ARCER, AFRICA, 2002-2014).  It ranks 181 out of 191 as one of the countries experiencing economic hardship and access to facilities in the world. Access to quality education, is a significant issue within this region with research citing factors such as poverty, gender discrimination, distance to school and considered low value of education as social norm according to UNICEF (2017) who add that other contributing factors of a safeguarding nature, negatively influence access to education.
         Practices such as Female Genital Mutilation (FGM – 86.1 per cent), early marriage (30 per cent of women are married before age 18), teenage pregnancy, an unsafe learning environment. The percentage of school age out-of-school children in primary, junior and senior secondary schools is as follows: primary school (18 per cent), Junior secondary school (19 per cent), Senior secondary school (36 per cent) (UNICEF, 2017).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (2019) outlines a series of 54 articles that nations need to adopt and implement of a globalized perspective, to protect the right of child who is outlined within the document, to be any male or female up until the age of 18. These considerations are a direct request to countries to safeguard their children, until they are deemed able to make sound judgement and be independent.  Abrham Maslow was an American theorist whose paper on the “Hierarchy of Needs” and “Human Motivation” which was published five years ahead of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1943, also believed that the rights of the child underpinned any advancement in stages of progression through childhood years, with the most basic of biological and physiological needs firstly being met in order to do so. This suggests that Maslow may have played a significant part in modern day global directives that have been passed as International Law, for those that have adopted these principles.

Sierra Leone was a British Colony until 1961, when it became part of the decolonisation era (Brticannica,2024). The county has experienced many challenges that affects it citizens, especially its children. Factors such as an 11-year civil war and the Ebola outbreak in 2014 and more recently the Covid 19 pandemic, have impacted education and growth within the area. The former colony is recognised as one of the worst with regard to metrics, when reflecting literacy rates, citing that half of the countries 8 million population are currently literate. With conflict and pandemic aside, it is impossible to ignore nor consider, that insignificant value of charters and directives that countries have adopted and seemingly are not adhered too. From a global perspective, children are encouraged to be ethical and informed citizens outlining the need for a global and humanitarian approach to their fellow citizens nationally and internationally. Curriculum for Wales (2023) asks institutions to instil and adapt an education to support children to reach their highest aspirations through a range educational and vocational experiences, however western policies can often be written for just that and countries that have stability in political and economic areas and have infrastructure, can implement these. 
 As a result of previous conflict previously stated between 1991 and 2002, the civil war within this region resulted in 1,270 elementary schools being destroyed leaving 67% of learners of school age unable to attend school, then in 2012 the Ebola outbreak led to further closure of schools for 9 months (Son, 2016). Statistics show however, that enrolment for males in school education shows around 100% and for females 70%. However, learners that complete education reflects a drastic drop in education enrolment after primary education within this timeframe showing 3% for males and 1% for females, suggesting that education was not a high priority when faced with poverty and being unable to have basic necessities. Many children were orphaned as a result of unrest and pandemic, or females became parents themselves due to the cultural implications of child brides and teenage pregnancy (Broken Chalk, 2024). “The Out of School Children of Sierra Leone” by UNICEF (2008) identifies poverty as the main reason for children not attending school, suggesting children would rather work and eat than attend school (Coinco 2008:4). Education within this time could be deemed secondary when faced with survival given little to no resources or means to live.
Given these factors, as educators, we are required within all countries to view education through a “Global” lens as such. This means that a broader perspective is required when considering globalization which looks at local, national, and contextual facets that influence in a unified manner (University of Bolton, 2021). Policy requires that we extend this to all we partake in and teach in a diverse way. Whilst globalization is noted as means of cultural integration defined in economic terms, it also includes cultural, biological, and political uniform (Martell, 2007). This means that circumstances and needs of all other mankind, are needed to be viewed with openness and relativity, in order that we can truly view circumstances from a multiple perspective when viewing the world beyond themself (Finn, McNamara, 2011: p.259). According to humanistic psychology openness to others feeling and circumstances, are how we become the truest versions of ourselves. Carl Rogers (1959), believed that an essential part of a fully functioning person was to offer Unconditional positive regard, to others in the quest of reaching self-actualization, hence the fullest version of us to fully appreciate life. This can be considered as far more tangible for children and young people in Western countries, than that of such as Sierra Leone, when you consider economic and historical factors.
In 1924 the League of Nations adopted what is now known as the “Declaration of Geneva” which originated form the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. This acknowledged that society and mankind ‘owes the child the best that it has to give,’ the five principles outlined in this outline protection of weak and vulnerable children to aid child development. It also outlined that the responsibility of this was not just the responsibility of the family or community, but the world as a whole, should place a legitimate interest in an ethos of welfare of all children (UN, 1989). After 100 years of this declaration of protective rights, Sierra Leone still continues to rank as one of the poorest countries in the world. 
Within this period, much aid and policy has established and been implemented which bares the question of why statistics are there still significant barriers to education?
Save the Children claim that they have working in Sierra Leonne since 1999, focusing on under 5’s and new-borns in the most deprived of communities. Including Ebola survivors and their families, this charity organisation look to work with hidden children in society such as children in kinship care or more difficult to reach communities, stating a need for protective work to strengthen communities and safeguard structure (Save the Children, 2021). This suggests that our children are particularly vulnerable within our world in areas of crisis and are still not getting adequate support form services to be self-sufficient. The Save the Children 5-point charter was compiled back in 1923 in a declaration that aims to safeguard children from harm. These conditions note that children and young people require from the society they live, the most basic conditions and adequate protection needs met. Not only do children in Sierra Leone need this from their own government but tools and support to build on making their communities sustainable. Sustainable Devlopment Goals outlined within policy are now core purposes which children are required to adopt in principle. In 2006, Welsh Government Education for Sustainable Development in Wales began to gain momentum, with the launch of a clear plan for Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship. Sustainable development is now viewed as a central organizing principle for the Welsh Government, and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act passed in 2015 set long-term well-being goals into law, asking children and young people to become global citizens and work towards sustainable communities (Glover, 2023). Areas such as Sierra Leone reflect far from these requirements currently. Meeting any kind of sustainability requires citizens that live in communities, to be able to thrive there. Community schools in this region are primarily found in remote areas which depend on donations to cover costs of basic teaching and materials. In these areas, which are extremely poor schools are often required to limit teaching hour due to lack of funding. The dropout rate for these rural areas are 3 times higher than other areas which is 37% increase than urban areas (Thematic Report on Poverty and Durables, 2015). These are because people do not have access to all the facilities need in order that these goals can be fulfilled, and educational opportunities are not readily available even with charitable support and limited government funding.
Although charters and declarations are widely viewed as supporting humanity, many of these can be viewed as unrealistic when aid and support is not as widely available, nor prove realistic to the seek solutions to issues within areas such as African countries. When Africa adopted the principles of the UNCRC, they realised that often, these did not meet their cultural identity and were Western in approach. Criticisms of the convention are mainly about civil liberty and not about protecting children, which can lead children to dangerous freedoms and can be construed to undermine respect for adults and parents. Similarly, these are thought to aid complacency and generally not be adequate in aiding improvement in conditions for children (Alderson, 2000). 
The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child came into force in 1999 and adopted as noted earlier, by Sierra Leone. This charter is viewed as robust set of Articles, 48 in total, that reflect the needs of children within these regions. It notes with concern that the situation for most African children is critical due to their socio-economic, cultural, and differing circumstances, due to conflict, exploitation, and hunger (African Union, 1999). It could be widely viewed that Africa as a nation, views western policy as compounding political weakness, and inhibiting enterprise (Katz, 2004). Sierra Leone is a county that very much needs to tap into any natural resource or industry it is able to cultivate and with the implementation of its own sustainable development goals, why should this not be achievable for children and young people in the future? Education is vital tool for children within this region in order that it should regain its strength, resilience, and sustainability as a county.
In 2023 the president of Sierra Leone Julius Maada Bio pledged 20 million GBP, to funding to improve educational outcomes. This programme is named the “Radical Inclusion” programme with the aim of all children should have free access to quality education, with particular emphasis on marginalized groups. Until 2020, females that were pregnant, were not allowed to continue their educational studies, with the implementation of this new programme and (Guardian, 2022). These further high lights gender inequality within education placing barriers to females who wish to attend school. As part of the growing need for African children and young people to access sustainable education, in 2000 The Drakar Framework for Education outlined the needs of the children to be able to have full access to education, especially minorities and females and that this should be free as well as accessible. This supports that policy is not holding its intended purpose in areas such as Sierra Leone and that there is still much to be worked on. The Education for all Global Monitoring Report 2015 outlines the need for $39 Billion in order to reach global education goals over the next 15 years. By 2030, The Sustainable Development Agenda requires its member states to level up by, ensuring inclusive opportunities, all youth and adults are literate, have relevant skills through a range of vocational skills and opportunities and aquire the skills they need, to fulfil and promote sustainable development. This can be viewed as an unachievable and out of touch with reality in principles in countries that continue to face conflict, adverse weather conditions such as Sierra Leone. Even with many of these subjects being met, policy does not allow for acts of God, nor natural disasters that may occur within the region. Sierra Leone is prone to environmental hazards such as drought, landslides, and flooding near coastal regions as a result of ongoing climate change (UNICEF, (2024). This can impact those that rely on farming for their living and mining where conditions are harsh. However, it is important to note that much policy requires the needs for human beings to change their choices when discussing climate change and the western world can very rarely be, affected by these to the degree that developing countries are. Western countries may not be as forthcoming to act on climate change until it feels the pain, and this can be true within the history of the world (Aljazeera, 2022). This further suggests that policy can be just that and those that construct do not necessarily engage in practices. Paulo Freire (1968) was a Brazilian educator who believed that the oppressed should fight back in order to regain their humanity by educating oneself. People of Sierra Leone need access to education in order that they can unify and overcome such disadvantage, in addition to support they may receive of humanitarian kind.
Whilst examining low-income countries such as Sierra Leone, it is evident that there is much attention, global aid and much to document. However, considering ongoing conflict and recent pandemic times children of these countries are still being left behind in terms of progress. This cannot however all be blamed on lack of aid and disaster with many new teachers are being trained in order to supply quality education. The People of Sierra Leone need to be unified in effort to overcome hardship and rebuild links with poorer and inaccessible communities. Evidence suggests that progress is being made in accessible areas and not remote. However, much education may be available, parents of children that may be currently wishing to access school, need to be taught in how to build sustainable communities and be educated through literacy and numeracy in order that real change can happen. Vocational opportunities will similarly play a vital part in achieving sustainable development goals for change, so as natives and thrive through there national industries which will create jobs, opportunities and real change and growth. This may support the need for more qualified teachers and inspire its children to become future teachers. 
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