Research methodology
Violence against women: assessing the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence.
This research methodology examines the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence. The purpose of the research is to effectively identify the research aim, design and the objectives. The research methodology will outline the research strategy, data collection and analysis, ethical considerations and any limitations to the research methodology (BIGGAM, 2025). 
Violence against women can be a difficult subject to discuss, and it will be important to consider the research and provide an ethical approach. The study will use a quantitative research approach as its aim is to measure and generalise findings in a controlled setting using Google Forms an online questionnaire to be sent to serving Police officers (National University,2023). Using Google Forms allows the collection of data to be managed safely and to obtain data from serving officers around the experiences, training, and their perceptions when responding to domestic violence in the force. 
The methodology has been selected to ensure ethical integrity is met and that the data is reliable by gathering information from serving police officers who attend domestic abuse incidents. The study aims to gather information into current police strategies and their effectiveness in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic abuse through the use of a multi questionnaire survey design. The findings aim to assist in providing new information to evidence existing research. The survey will be influenced by positivist research so that objectively data can be measured and predicted by the quantitative date to uncover facts and patterns from the results. 
The primary data will be collected through Google Forms which will be an online based survey. Google Forms has been chosen due to its accessibility and reliability to reach the participants of the survey. Google Forms allows a questionnaire to be sent via a link to the participants where at their convenience they can complete the survey either on their mobile device, laptop or other suitable devices. Given the demanding role a police officer has and the unsociable shift patterns, they can complete the survey when convenient for them. 
The research will consist of structured questions around the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence as well as closed questions, this is to gather quantitative data relevant to the research aims. 
They survey questions may include: 
· Questions on their role and service
· Officers experience in domestic violence 
· Officer’s thoughts on police interventions
· Officer’s thoughts on current interventions and proactive measures
· Views on repeat victimisation 
The questionnaire will be sent via email or police communication platforms to 50 serving police officers in South Wales Police. The reason it will be sent via email or police communication platforms is to ensure that it is sent securely and to provide reassurance to the participants that it will not be a malicious email. The participants will receive information prior to completing the survey around the dissertation topic and a consent form which will be embedded in the survey as participance is voluntarily. 
A pilot study will be conducted with a small number of participants to sample the survey and test the function and length of the feedback. With the feedback from the pilot study, it will be used to get feedback from the participants and to change the question wording if needed. 
No personal information to identify the participants will be collected from this survey and all responses will be anonymous to protect the identify of those who have undertaken the survey. The data that will be collected will be held on a digital secure platform only accessible to the researcher and the university which complies with the data protection and privacy of the university.
When the survey is completed and the quantitative data has been collected, it will be exported from Google Forms to Microsoft Excel. A bar chart will be created using the data exported to Microsoft Excel. A bar chat will allow a clear view of the patterns and potential trends from the responses from the participants. The data analysis will focus on identifying common trends in police years of service, the thoughts of officers on effectiveness of proactive measures, the thoughts of police officers and their thoughts on current police interventions and their views on repeat victimisations. 
The findings will be used to evidence existing literature on domestic violence and police interventions allowing for comparison and discussion as this research strengthens its evidence in gaps in reducing victimisations in domestic violence. 
Extensive consideration and planning have been completed around the survey and have identified some limitations that may affect the research. The survey will be sent out using email and police communication platform to target 50 serving police officers in South Wales Police. 50 participants is a relatively small number and limits the potential available data collected. If it was available to more officers or there was an option to be sent to other forces, further and more extensive data could be collected. As Police officers having a demanding role and an unsocial shift pattern, this may affect the completion of the research survey due to low response rate due to operational demand and other commitments. Furthermore, the quantitative data from the findings relies on the participants experiences which may not reflect the actual practice and could contradict operational recorded data.
The positive of using a survey method for completing it is user friendly and the participants can complete the survey when it is convenient for them. The survey will give an opportunity to generalise the findings and valuable insight into the current practices by gathering research from serving police officers which will highlight areas for improvement in assisting in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence.  






Bibliography 
Reference list
BIGGAM (2025) Succeeding with Your Master’s Dissertation A Step-by-Step Handbook. McGraw-Hill Education (UK). Available at: https://r3-vlebooks-com.uwtsd.idm.oclc.org/Reader?ean=9780335253661# (Accessed: 21 January 2026).
National University (2023) What is qualitative vs. quantitative study?. Available at: https://www.nu.edu/blog/qualitative-vs-quantitative-study/ (Accessed: 21 January 2026).

