Analyse some uses of the depiction of Achilles as a youth in any Latin texts focussed upon in this module. Do not use more than three sources.

[bookmark: _Hlk106023384]The representation of mythical figures in their youth can offer important insights into the values and behaviours that adults and parents wished to instil in their children. This aspect of a civilisation is often one of the most crucial in the development and sustainability of the culture. One of the most well known Greco-Roman mythological figures is Achilles, possibly due to the legend of the fall of Troy, which has been used as a setting for many modern media projects. Achilles was also the grandson of the God Zeus and he was crafted into the perfect warrior with few weaknesses. However, this power proved to be insufficient, as Achilles died during the siege of Troy during the Trojan war. Achilles is a mythological figure complex who is difficult to understand as he experienced many events that traumatised and shaped the mind of Achilles. In this essay the youthful part of this mythological figure will be analysed from three primary sources and further secondary sources, in order to assess how Achilles is depicted in each source and to highlight the cultural effects these myths would have had on the general population of the Greco-Roman world. The primary sources this essay will focus on are “ACHILLEID” (J.H. Mozley translation), “Isthmian” (C. A. Wheelwright translation) and, “Iliad” (Homer) 
One of Achilles’ most well-known myths is the origin of his strength. Texts tell us that Achilles was given immense power from the river Styx after his mother submerged him in its waters as an infant. This left Achilles with two weaknesses which, were the back section his ankles, as they were covered by his mother’s hands as he was submerged in the river.[footnoteRef:1] This is the origin of the phrase Achilles heel.  This myth demonstrates that the strength of Achilles is not his own but is instead godly given to him both by the river and his bloodline inheritance, as the grandson of Zeus. This type of endowment is a common theme among pagan religions. Potentially this is due to the mythologisation of historical figures in paganistic cultures. This inheritance can be seen with Achilles later in his life as the siege of Troy is a historical event however, knowledge of the truth behind this event is shrouded in speculation. However, there is another depiction of this myth. where Achilles, instead of being submerged in the river Styx he was placed on fiery embers and anointed with ambrosia each night and day. However, this process was incomplete when his mother ceased to continue this treatment.[footnoteRef:2] Both interpretations of Achilles origin of power show his mother as one of the key figures in his life as she is the origin of his strength. Nevertheless the events leading up to his mother strengthening his body do always come at a cost, as the fates had already seen that Achilles would die in Troy. This prediction was also the reason for his mother’s actions.[footnoteRef:3] This myth could be symbolic of the role that the mother plays in many pagan myths, as she is the creator of new life and the defender of their children. Another example of this can also be seen in Zeus origin myth when his mother hid him away from Cronos in order to save him from being consumed by the titan. [footnoteRef:4] This story may also be open to the readers’ interpretation, as there are numerous theories that one could devise in order to gain a lesson of moral standing from these texts. Stories that are open to interpretation are commonplace in the classical world, as they allow the reader to build their own ideas of morality and interpret the texts in their own way. It is this author’s theory that the loose nature of pagan and classical mythology was a driving force in the development of modern philosophy, due to the questions of the self and morality originating in ancient mythology.   [1:  ACHILLEID, I. 18-40, Loeb translation]  [2:  Isthmian 8.26–47]  [3:  ACHILLEID, I. 18-40, Loeb translation]  [4:  Hopkinson, N., 1984] 

Contemporary Latin sources claim that Achilles was the grandson of Zeus. This noble ancestry in itself indicates that Achilles was an extremely important figure in the Greco-Roman world, as figures who are considered the child/grandchild of the gods are usually portrayed as figures with many accomplishments and feats to their name. Notable examples of this are Alexander the great and Caesar. In Roman texts Achilles, is taught by Chiron, a centaur and son of Cronos. He was friend of Achilles father Peleus, who was himself a member of the Argonauts during their mythical journey to retrieve the golden fleece. [footnoteRef:5] Chiron unlike other centaurs as he was considered wise and righteous, both of these attributes where rare in the rest of his species.[footnoteRef:6] Achilles’ mother Thetis was a water nymph in myth meaning that she was a beautiful, mythical creature similar to a banshee from Celtic myth or alternatively she was likened to the modern interpretation of a mermaid.[footnoteRef:7] The parentage of Achilles then would indicate that he was bound for greatness. Such viewpoints towards the heroes of the Greco-Roman world arise from the common theme in its mythology that enforced the idea that greatness was due to the parentage and blood ties of the figure. One of many examples is Alexander the great, who had become heavily mythologised under myth as the son of Zeus, creating yet another bloodline of power.[footnoteRef:8] This important aspect of many ancient civilisations as it gives legitimacy to the leaders of the time, through the claim that the ruler is the relative or descendant of a God. However, this common theme could also be linked to the mythologization of history and the beliefs at the time, as their context is far from our modern understanding. Another aspect of Greco-Roman Culture in myth is the importance of a teacher who is outside of the family group. For nobility or those of a higher social status, teachers of philosophy were essential to their development. Yet again an example of this can be seen with Alexander the great, who was taught by Aristotle, who is thought to be one of the most influential philosophers during the 4th century BCE. [footnoteRef:9] [5:  Homer, “Iliad,”]  [6:  Cameron, A., 2009]  [7:  Homer, “Iliad,”]  [8:  Heckel, W. and Tritle, L.A. eds., 2011.]  [9:  Mackie, C.J., 1997] 

Achilles’ childhood was portrayed as no less dramatic compared to the stories of his life as an infant. During his childhood Achilles was subjected to the Greco-Roman customs that would if carried out today would be grounds for imprisonment such as pederasty.[footnoteRef:10] This was a common practice during the Classical era in the Greco-Roman world. Achilles was also subject to another custom that would be considered odd in the modern-day this is that during his youth he was portrayed as a female as seen in the “Iliad” (Homer). [footnoteRef:11] the reason for this mythological representation could be due to Achilles’ mother as having lost six children before Achilles. his representation as female could indicate that he was preserved as a fragility that Achilles would have been seen as weaker due to his mother’s loss of children. Women would also have been seen as something to protect, and with the preserved weakness of Achilles maternal lineage, Achilles may have been viewed similar to a female as during his youth, as he supposedly would have needed more protection under this interpretation, despite his deeds to come in his life. [footnoteRef:12] [10:  Micheaux, D., 2006]  [11:  Homer, “Iliad,”]  [12:  Cameron, A., 2009.] 

The youth stage of mythological figures is often employed in many cultures as an educational tool, as a way of indicating to children or their parents what the child’s role in their perceived societal role. Both Homer and Statius make reference to Chiron as being the teacher of Achilles and many other Greco-Roman heroes. Chiron’s inclusion indicates the importance of being taught philosophy and becoming knowledgeable, rather than just being taught to fight and become strong. This assumption is supported by numerous sources from the Greco-Roman world, as without this acquisition of knowledge and written language would not have been as crucial to their society as we understand it was. [footnoteRef:13] Without this thirst for knowledge, it is arguable the deep philosophical tradition in Europe may never have been ignited as modern science is the descendant of Greco-Roman philosophy as are modern Physics and mathematics alongside Philosophy.[footnoteRef:14] Clearly then the use of teachers in these myths implies to the reader during the Greco-Roman period that this is the way that their society decrees is the proper way to raise a child. A further aspect of Achilles myth that could be that would apply to the parents are the early actions of his mother and father and is much more prominent in “isthmian.” The parenting methods used by Peleus (Father) and Thetis (Mother) would in the modern-day audience seem neglectful or even harmful to the development of a child. One example of this is the neglect shown towards Achilles when he is sent by his parents to be taught by Chiron despite a child being sent to and taught by a philosopher during this age was common among the nobility and many citizens of Rome and Greece. [footnoteRef:15] [13:  McKitterick, R. and Mc Kitterick, R., 1989]  [14:  Hadot, P., 2002. ]  [15:  Lesser, H., 2002..] 

Achilles’ childhood in myth is strife with traumatic events. In some texts depict his mother Thetis had abandoned Achilles and left him with his father.[footnoteRef:16] Due to the fate’s prophecy that Achilles was to die during the battle for Troy he was hidden away on an island and dressed as a girl, in some sources such as “Iliad” (Homer) and in “ACHILLEID” (Statius). This was due to Achilles being the only man in myth strong enough that could win the Trojan war. [footnoteRef:17] In some translations of the “Iliad” Achilles is considered to be full of rage. It is possible that traumatic events in Achilles’ early life would lead to the instability his mental state shows during the trojan war but would also contribute to the peculiar and aggressive behaviour he exhibited in numerous sources portraying him.[footnoteRef:18] Whether intentional or not, the myth of Achilles from these sources gives an outline of the traumatic events that shape personalities and demonstrate how negative experience as a youth can lead to aggressive behaviour and a struggle to understand social norms.  [16:  Homer, “Iliad,”]  [17:  Cameron, A., 2009]  [18:  McNeil, E.B., 1959.] 

During the Roman period it became more common to portray Achilles as an anti-hero. This may be due to the uncontrollable rage that often consumed the character. However, this may also link to the Christianisation of Rome in the later periods as Achilles in some texts has what many consider as a male lover as there are many references to Achilles being in love with a man known as Patroclus. If this is the case Achilles myth would have been a lesser part of Roman identity due to the integration of hatred based on sexuality being much more prominent after the Christianisation of Rome. Although this relationship with Patroclus differs between sources and he may have seemingly been Achilles closest friend rather than a lover. The impact of this myth would portray to the youth of the Greco-Roman world that connections through experience rather than blood are what a human often strives for. 
To conclude the youth of Achilles in myth (much the same as any myth) was used in order to give a role model to young Greek or Roman boys to teach them the importance of strength and knowledge, alongside teaching them the morals and social norms of the time with no adherence to modern moral standards. The role of Achilles parents also gives examples to the parents of a classical era Greek or Roman child by giving them moral lessons that are open to interpretation through the myth. Achilles myth also demonstrates how a traumatic childhood can lead to issues with the development and societal understanding of an individual as well as putting forward the anti-authority mentality that can follow such traumatic events. Achilles then is a complex character whose experience shaped his understanding of himself and the society he lived in with his mother in each text examined committing some act that would traumatise Achilles as a child. Alongside this are his father’s efforts to hide Achilles away dressed as a girl which impacted his development and understanding of society as he was not able to socialise in his crucial years leading to the aggression depicted in his myths. Seemingly the only good influence on Achilles was the Centaur Chiron who could be considered more of a father to Achilles than Peleus. However, many of these aspects to Achilles character differs between sources as is seen with the origin of his strength. 
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