This assignment will look at three theorists and compare and contrast their beliefs and theories which have influenced the thinking behind education and the educational philosophies we have today. The three theorists chosen are Piaget, Dewey and Vygotsky.  The three theorists’ whose ideas have guided our understanding of educational pedagogy and how learning takes place. 
A key point when discussing Dewey, Piaget and Vygotsky throughout this assignment, is that it is  important to know how these three theorists have brought about how the child develops and learns, they may have similarities or differences, however, it is important to know that above all, they have all contributed to the development of teaching and learning as we know it today. For the purposes of this assignment, the school mentioned will be referred to as School A for anonymity. 
Historically, in the 1800’s, education took the form of sitting in rows in classrooms, listening to the teacher and the rooms were quiet, while the teacher spoke.  Education was learnt in rote form and there was very little interaction between pupils and teacher.    Vygotsky, Piaget and Dewey became leaders in their philosophies. of which, were then classed as revolutionary as educational thinkers.  Grey and MacBlain (2019 p. 37) state that “It must be recognised from the outset that Dewey was writing at a time when much of the learning and teaching that took place in schools was a very formal nature”. 
“Dewey maintained that learning should focus on practical life experiences and social interaction rather than the more traditional and staid manner of instruction”. (Aubrey and Riley, p.8 2019). This is also likened to Vygotsky’s approach where social interaction and communication with family in the early years of life, and then within friendship communities later on develop the thought process and builds their knowledge. 
This is currently evident in classrooms where the preferred approach to learning is one of talking and explaining answers to enhance the experiences in learning in which the child is exposed to, this is of benefit to those children who enjoy the practical aspects of learning. “Vygotsky believed that the process of learning involves being able to think creatively, plan what to do and then be able to do it” (Graf and Birch p.7. 2009), according to Vygotsky, this way of teaching is allowing the child freedom and giving them confidence to ask questions of the more able child or the adult to support their learning, Vygotsky, called this the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). 
“Vygotsky defined ZPD as the distance between a child’s actual development level as determined by independent problem solving and the level of potential development as determined through problem solving under adult guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers”. Palmer (2003 p. 35)
Piaget’s influential theories of his four stages of development, he believed that “people were reacting differently to learning may not be as a result of their age, but at what stage they are at in their cognitive development” Bates (2019 p.50). Piaget’s work and theories stand today in classrooms, teachers today, constantly adapt their teaching styles and approaches to learning to accommodate every child in the class. Halfpenny and Petterson (2014 p.144) remark “it is interesting that so many years after his theory was developed, Piaget’s ideas still play a major role in influencing educational practices.
“Piaget, had the concept of maturation was applies to cognitive growth…he explained cognitive growth as being driven by an internal need to understand the world.  He saw intellectual and moral development as sequential with the child moving through stages of thinking”. Bartlett and Burton (2016 p.232). 
However, unlike Vygotsky, who thought that children will develop when they are cognitively ready and not their age determining what they should be and how they are learning, not needing scaffolding and support to construct their knowledge and understanding.  
Learning through play and having fun is important for younger children in foundation phase, this makes the learning easier for the children to understand.  Whereas, Pound (2014 p.29) notes that, 
“For Dewey, having fun is not enough.  He wanted children to have opportunities to, develop their own interests, to discover the relationships between knowledge and experience; to work in ways that match their age and stage of development; and to engage in activities and experiences which contribute to their understanding and appreciation of their world”.
Furthermore, this theory, is paramount for children who have an additional learning need, it is these kinds of interesting experiences that help a child who has additional learning needs more meaningful and purposeful, as it is irrelevant of whether their age matches a certain point in development. It is imperative when children within a Specialist Teaching Facility is not reaching their age appropriate stage of development, that due to certain conditions such as them having an ASC or ADHD, the children need more time to think about what is required of them. This is noted by Fisher (2005 p. 13) who said that “Piaget, also emphasised the view that thinking was an activity.  We should allow children to have thinking time”. 
Children who attend a specialist teaching facility will not be meeting their age appropriate stages of development, whether this is supported by an adult or not.  It is important to adjust teaching to suit the individual child with additional learning needs.  
This is also documented by Flanagan who said Dewey, 
“wanted his new laboratory school to replace the dependency and submission of traditional classrooms with opportunities which would allow learners to create their own experience: to experience, to enquire, to create.  He wanted a classroom where children could move about, form groups, plan and execute operational solutions to self- selected problems; in short, to learn for themselves and between themselves, under the direction and guidance, rather than the command, of the teacher. (2006 p.144) 
Vygotsky and Dewey, both consider, the support of the adult as beneficial to the child, Palmer (2003 p.35) expresses “when copying, the child is able to perform much better when guided by adults than when working alone”.
In School A, it is now common practise to model an example of what is required by the children, especially for those children who have a special educational need. In School A, staff can be seen, modelling a piece of work, as to remove ambiguity.  Some children will benefit from having support from an adult sitting at their table offering encouragement and helping with concentration to complete work.  According to policy in School A, the current policy is not to allow the child to copy written words unless there are extenuating circumstances, as it is seen as a meaningless exercise and they feel the children will learn more by having a go themselves and discovering what they can do with some support from an adult or a more able peers. 
It is commented by May (2011) in Halfpenny and Petterson (2014 p. 12) that 
“curiosity is one of the main driving forces of children’s search for meaning, while having a sense of agency, or belief in having some control over the learning process, is also central to cognitive development”.
As shown by May 2011, it has become a feature of current thinking that children have some control over their learning in the classroom, for instance, the child having some control over what they would like to learn about in a given topic.  The children discuss in detail in small groups or as a class and a child scribes if the children are older or if in foundation phase the teacher acts as scribe for their ideas to be recorded, to be researched and to act upon for that term.
The classroom which promotes the group discussions and conversations, are reflective of Vygotsky’s theories which, 
“the learner should be encouraged to participate in the decision – making process; learning is an active and social process, with the learner at the centre; a ‘community of learners’ should be fostered, whereby learners are encouraged to view learning as a shared and co – operative enterprise”. (Curtis and Pettigrew 2009 p. 57)
In conclusion, the three theorists, discussed in this assignment, have been pivotal to the education system we see these days in classrooms around the country.  A lot of the school’s education policies are based on the thinking from the three theorists discussed. Likewise, there are significantly more theorists that have contributed to the roles and practices within the classroom, the basic principles of education will always be to educate and support the children with their learning. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alfrey (2003 p.2) refers to, 
“what we are concerned with is how children come to understand the world they live in and their understanding of their social world as well as the cognitive and cultural nature of their world and with their understanding of themselves as people”.  
Learning can be complex as there is no one theory that is always suitable for use in schools, this will always depend on the demographics of the school area and most importantly the cohort of pupils in the school, learning is always developing. Everyone continues to learn throughout their lives, it never stops. There is always a need to maintain a thought for the children that, as discussed previously, who learn through different ways, some of the theorist’s theories, suit some children more than others.  It is beneficial to be mindful of an experiential and play based approach to learning for younger children and children with special educational needs.  Older children are now being given the opportunity to access a skills-based curriculum with more emphasis on alternative approaches to learning.  This is noteworthy, to the extensive research of the likes of Piaget, Vygotsky and Dewey, some similar in their ways of theories and approaches and some with different beliefs. Thus, informing and educating the educators to impart knowledge and skills to the pupils.
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