
Question 2
Within a given time period, select examples of what could be considered high and low cultural artefacts. Discuss these taking into consideration the surrounding social, political and historical context.
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Introduction – What is the meaning of High & Low culture 

Through-out this essay, I will explain what was considered high and low cultural artefacts during the Dada art movement. To discuss the social, political and historical context of the time period of Dada which was formed in 1915 – 1922. The explanation of high culture is art that is produced under the influence of sophisticated, high educated class and elite aristocracy that are in the creations of high level art, for example fine art, theatre, opera, architecture and high end fashion. Creators of high culture are required to possess high education to be appreciated with highly skilled labour. Each culture shows the difference in social stance, the higher educated becoming more successful from their high cultural background, less educated people with less connections and opportunities struggle more to find the path of successes and less access to traditional methods. 

Low culture art is a popular form of art that appeals to a mass of people in middle class and low class people. It is art created by the less well-educated creating artefacts that are accessible to all in the forms of film, television, magazines, music and journalism. Low culture is also known as popular culture as it is open to the mass of people making these forms of art popular all over. Although becoming popular these artefacts were produced by less educated people with less resources and didn’t regenerate a high amount of money compared to an artefact produced by a high cultural artist. Looking through the history of Dada to find what were considered high and low artefacts of this time. The next section will introduce the history of the Dada art movement and how the effects of high and low culture is shown throughout the movement. 



History of the Dada movement   
Dada was a group of artists who responded to the first World War based on its political and cultural values that they believed led to the war. Zurich was the place the movement originated, starting in the cities Cabaret Voltaire in February 1916. Artists of this time wanted to have no part in the War that was happening throughout Europe, fleeing to Zurich a place that was untouched by the War, starting the first group of Dada artists. They were the first to create an art protest movement where the government was creating carnage, Dada artists were creating absurd art to draw people attention to a new art movement that was a different way of thinking from traditional art, creating a sense of confusion and madness. These performances were a form of art protests that were performed the Cabaret Voltaire, for people to watch and get a new understanding to what this new art movement was. 

Artists of this movement were called Dadaists, creating a name for themselves as they were a group of artists working together to portray the same political message in their art. Artist Hugo Ball who was the leader of Dada, who originated the nonsense sound poems, creating his own new language and performing these poems to an audience. Hugo Ball wrote:,

"I don't want words that other people have invented... I want my own stuff, my own rhythm, and vowels and consonants too, matching the rhythm and all my own. If this pulsation is seven yards long, I want words that are seven yards long." 

July 1916 Hugo Ball gave a vigorous of speeches introducing the Dada manifesto, prided the modern manifestos of that time. 


Artist Richard Hulsenbeck who was part of the Zurich Dada movement originated from Germany, Berlin which he fled back to his country to spread the Dada movement in Berlin. Berlin Dada created club Dada which created more political rage against German establishments, mocking them. The Dada scene was male dominated until Hannah Hoc joined the group who introduced a new way of making art called photomontage. She satirised the German political stance and the social culture. As this was during the war, Dadaists had little money and little resources to create art so they used materials that were around them at the time, creating the cut and piece style of art.  

Dada then moved to New York where the decent of the art was formed using objects that have already been made and turning their meaning into something else, creating a new art. Artist Marcel Duchamp was well known for using everyday objects displaying them as art, raging the art world with it being a ready-made object.   

What did the art stand for
Dada artists were out to make a change on the 20th century art, questioning the aspect of society starting the First World War. They were out to destroy the traditional ways of art where they would be thought out before created using traditional media like oil paints, Dada artists used every form of art from performances to poems and sculptures to photomontage. Their work started off as anti-war as this was the inspiration for their art being surrounded by War at that time, also becoming anti-bourgeois to political figures. 





As the artists Hans Arp said;

‘Revolted by the butchery of the 1914 World War, we in Zurich devoted ourselves to the arts. While the guns rumbled in the distance, we sang, painted, made collages and wrote poems with all our might’ – Hans Arp.

The Dada movement influenced many artists like Marcel Duchamp and Kurt Schwitters who then later went on to create the art movement Surrealism. 
 
High and Low cultural Artefacts in the Dada movement
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Hannah Hoch – Cut with the Kitchen Knife Through the First Epoch of the Weimer Beer-Belly Culture, 1919. 



From the image above, artist Hannah Hoch emphasises her attitude towards the first World War, showing the political chaos and madness that the world has turned into, the war destroying humanity. The collage it-self has many different images and meanings going on at the same time conveying many messages but with one overall meaning that War has created this chaos. 

The high culture aspect of this piece of work is the artist herself, coming from a middle class background with an educational background. The low culture aspect is that of the materials and the message the piece portrays. Certain aspects of the work: on the lower left corner of the piece there is a map showing the countries which at the time had women’s voting rights, and the countries that did not. This Anti-war attitude that the image portrays shows the status of other countries, making herself vulnerable to high status individuals of the time, going against high culture.

“It wasn't just some primitive precursor to Photoshop. And in the hands of these artists it became intensely ideological, a defence in times of tyranny and a weapon against injustice.”- Laura Cumming White Chapel review, 2014 (The guardian)

In an article from The Guardian Cummings writes about Hoch using her work as a form of anti-propaganda and a weapon against injustice, showing the truth about the war and the political issues that surrounded the fighting. This went against high culture at the time, challenging them to see the truth for themselves in the form of art. The government is seen as the machines in this artefact controlling the political and social aspects, showing them as mean and controlling.  


She would use newspaper articles and photographs from newspapers of her time cutting out parts and sticking them down creating a reconstructed story from her point of view taking in the social and political aspects of things, using government figures. Hannah Hoch was the first artist to create the photomontage process which later on became a well-used process of hers. 
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                               Raoul Hausmann – The Art Critic, 1919-20, Tate

The image created by artist Raoul Hausmann is a photomontage piece with the inspiration of Hannah Hoch working along side each other. Hausmann also came from a middle class background studying in high education in the field of arts. Being part of the Dada movement in Berlin, Hausmann had the same political views creating artefacts that go against the government and the social distraction they have caused. 

Using cut outs from newspapers and posters, he has layered these images to create one figure surrounded by others meanings. He uses and anonymous figure to depict him being controlled by capitalist forces with the German banknote behind him. Showing that the high culture is influencing the social culture. The target that his worked was aimed at become a popular choice for other artists to use, which is being used by artists modern artists today and what the social culture has evolved to. 
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            Jamie Reid’s cover for God Save the Queen – Sex pistols album cover, 1977

According to Polly Cantlon ‘The work of Jamie Reid was clearly influenced by the image and type collages of the Dadaists. These influences on Reid’s typography, with its deliberately erratic and eclectic mixing of fonts, sizes and styles, can be seen in many Dadaist artworks.’

Artist Jamie Reid who created the album cover artwork above, has a very similar style to artist Raoul Hausmann with the way of defacing a figure and including personal social messages. Reid used the same methods as the Dadaists with using newspaper clipping and reconstructing the meaning to the original image. 


Through the inspiration of the Dada movement bands like the Sex pistols, used the style of Dada in their music with controversial lyrics and even in the bands artwork, using photomontage. The music scene is based around low culture as it is accessible to all, a popular form of art. 

Punk was born in 1974, a long time after the Dada art movement but was influenced by the movement in the style of photomontage art, and political and social messages of the government controlling the people, creating chaos and anarchy to what the believe in. Dada was known as ‘Anti-war’ art movement and punk was known for being rebellious against the government, still having the same social outburst just with different period times. 

Dada art was a way of escaping the traditional ways of art, making a statement that art can be created from anything and it would still be art, as well as being ‘Anti-War’. 

‘The movement was, among other things, a protest against the barbarism of the War and what Dadaists believed was an oppressive intellectual rigidity in both art and everyday society’ – Ashleigh Berryman

Punk also created their own movement in the art field of music as it was going against the government and the normal social status, creating a movement for freedom created through art and music. They both have the same styles as using any items or materials they could find to create art. 




Conclusion 
Overall my conclusions from the research into the history of Dada, some of the artists had come from a well-educated background. When wanting to become part of the Dada group, this was and art movement during the time of the First World War where they had little money and resources to art materials. 


Dada art is seen as low culture as the art produced through performances and poetry, accessible for everyone to see. Creating their own style; pushing boundaries within the art movement; individuals challenging the hierarchy by portraying the thoughts of thousands within their work. Using the Cut and paste aesthetic which is even used in modern day art, creating an influence to low culture art displayed through television, music and magazines. Through the Dada period, the artwork produced would be displayed through low culture. As the year have gone by, some of the Dadaists artwork in this century would be classed as fine art and displayed in museums costing thousands to buy, making them high cultural pieces. The influences that the Dada movement has given with new styles to approaching art has been used over the years in modern music, graphic design and magazines and will always take place in the low culture art with the movement having influence through many centuries.  
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