Archival exercise, 2105399 

The peasant’s revolt of 1381. 
Before deciding how to approach the archival exercise, I first made sure to choose a point of both interest and significance. Ultimately, I chose the Peasants Revolt which is known for its bloody and brutal mass executions of Nobel royal officials. Scholarship states that this medieval revolt boiled down to socio-economic issues that stemmed from the Black death[footnoteRef:1]. It has also been said that this revolt was the key propeller in the English fight for freedom – this along with the Black death, the peasant’s revolt paved the way against the feudal system[footnoteRef:2]. Thus, in essence, the governmental policy was to blame for the revolt as agreed by all historians. [footnoteRef:3] [1:  David S.Gilliespie, The Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt; A reassessment, (Department of Sociology, Humboldt State University, California), Humboldt Journal of Social Relations
Vol. 2, No. 2, 1975, ten pages, [pp.4-13]. 
]  [2:   Emma K. Atwood and Sarah Williamson, Jstor Daily, plague and protest go hand in hand, 2020,< https://daily.jstor.org/plague-and-protest-go-hand-in-hand/>, [last accessed 28th November 2021]. ]  [3:  Ormrod, W. M.,  The Peasants' Revolt and the Government of England. (Journal of British Published By: Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1990)., pp. 1-30 
Studies


] 

I made sure to pay close attention to the people who were executed from this event, as well as, highlighting public and ecclesiastical records that surround the revolt. It is well known that both the royalty and firm would have recorded such atrocities with the clergy, church and or God. In such examples, as diary entrees or any medieval documents. The historiography which I want to explore in this study will be as followed; the influence of the rebellion on feudalism using the Nobel Royal officials’ executions and charters that followed this significant historical rebellion. 
1. The destruction of tax records 1381 – The National Archives. Citizenship (nationalarchives.gov.uk), London- The National Archives, In the case of online-accessible public records and the citizenship exhibition records, Catalogue reference: C 54/221, m. 28 (16 December 1381). 
Taken from the Treasure and Barons exchequer; an important Tax Poll account detailing a roll of names without any other documentation to which may have been needed by the government. These were destroyed by the rebels to send a message to officials This significant fruitful source derived from The National Archives is the record in which documents the destruction that the revolt caused; demonstrating, that the rebels understood that the central powers of the government-controlled and manipulated the masses no matter the price albeit property or death. Thus, this source was extremely accessible to the public, with other wider content relating to the revolt.  This is an important component of the study as two major points, firstly, the peoples’ passion in the rebellion and how the ruined documents affected the king’s officials. 
2. The account of the Peasants’ Revolt in a London chronicle, the British Library’s Cotton MS Julius B. II.  Peasants and their role in rural life - The British Library (bl.UK) scroll down to Jean Froissart, Chronicles. London, The British Library, In the case of public records, accessed online, through Peasants and their role in rural life via Jean Froissart, Chronicles, (Royal MS 18 E I, f. 175r).
This source dates back to c1483 and Jean Froissart depicts the ‘roots of the rebel’s resentment’. It details the death of Wat Tyler, who was the leader of the revolt, during 1381 he and his band of followers marched from Canterbury to London to rebel and oppose the countries tax poll institutions. Froissart relied heavily on historical and eyewitness sources, to create his work of art. It is well documented by the British Library that narrative is a key theme in Froissart’s work, thus this has led to much of the scholarship surrounding the manuscript to be critical in the study, as it is widely used and recognized as being a key identifier of the revolt. This source was extremely accessible on many websites and has been digitalised for public viewing. It is worth mentioning that this manuscript by Jean Froissart is a part of a wider manuscript collating all events of the peasant’s revolt. a very useful source indeed, it can capture the essence of the people both from royalty/nobility as well as the labourers who felt betrayed by their system. This is significant as it can be related to the feudal system and how the black death caused the almost collapse of the nation of Great Britain. Many people are involved and depicted in this retelling which in essence captures the entirety of ‘the rebels demanded the abolition of serfdom opens a new window. The king agreed and charters of manumission open new windows were quickly issued. Unfortunately, these concessions sparked further outbreaks of violence, and the rebels also decided to execute the 'traitors'. [footnoteRef:4] [4:     Royal MS 18 E I, f. 175r, Jean Froissart’s account of the Peasants’ Revolt, MS. ] 

3. The inquisition of offences committed Essex 1381, London, The National Archives, In the case of online-accessible public records and the citizenship exhibition records, extract from the findings and commission of Oyer and Terminer, Catalogue reference: KB 9/166/2, no. 3 (1381). 
This source comes from The National Archives, which features, the investigators Robert Tresilian and William Morrers, to explore and express all treasons, extortions, felonies, trespasses, damages, oppressions and grievances in excess, done to the king's people on 23 June 1381. It is useful in identifying the criminalisation of the peasants against the officials; needless to say, this will develop as the historiography of the revolt is sure to expand on the treatment on both sides of the revolt. There was a significant amount of evidence[footnoteRef:5] along with this source connoting a wealth of information to historians for the study.  [5:  Kathrine Royer, The Body in Parts: Reading the Execution Ritual in Late Medieval England, (berghahn books, New York), Vol. 29, No. 2, Interpreting the Death Penalty: Spectacles and Debates , 2003, (21 pages), pp. 319-339. < https://www.jstor.org/stable/41299275>, [last accessed 28th November 2021]. 

] 

4. London, The British Library, Cotton MS Faustina B V, William de la Dene, Historia Roffensis, AD 1315–1350 (2r–101r); miscellaneous notes (101v–104v), western manuscripts, ([footnoteRef:6]https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/a-firsthand-account-of-the-black-death-written-at-the-cathedral-of-rochester)[footnoteRef:7].  [6:  ‘There was such a shortage of servants, craftsmen, and workmen, and of agricultural workers and labourers ... [that] churchmen, knights and other worthies have been forced to thresh their corn, plough the land and perform every other unskilled task if they are to make their own bread.’ - Catalogue reference (2r–101r(101v–104v), William de la Dene, Historia Roffensis, MS.  
]  [7: ] 

This manuscript is an equally important component in this databasing exercise, chosen for its well-documented statements on the extreme changes before the revolt, and its recorded location, close to the events of both the Black Death and the revolt. This document is useful for understanding the peasant’s struggles especially from 1377 to 1381. It also details that Richard (II) suppressed the revolt by assuring reforms but alas he did not keep to his words and therefore this led to extreme punishments on all peasants of society. This source in itself, is fruitful to the study of the revolt, for its declarations on the woes of ninety-nine per cent of the medieval society but also for its significant scholarship written by many professors over the years.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:   Notable here would be one such, Herbert Eiden,, Joint Action against Bad' Lordship: The Peasants' Revolt in Essex and Norfolk, (History library, Wiley online), Vol. 83, No. 269, 26 pages, pp.5-30. 

] 


In conclusion, it is important to highlight what this archival exercise has been able to ascertain information such as the revolts tax polls, which played a significant part in the origins of the revolt. As well as the painting by Jean Froissart discussed above that elaborates on the significance of the peasant’s ideology regarding the system of feudalism. These examples are to name a few of the sources accessed via archival methods; thus, learning when investigating, it is important to consult not just written historiography, whether that be through an article, journal or book; .rather than approaching the study of secondary sources to rely on this information. This exercise has also helped to navigate archives, to find worthy and notable sources to work with;  through perseverance and determination, an imperative skill, especially given our current climate. This exercise will henceforth enable my future studies to apply this analysis to further works and refer to archival research to have a diverse selection of sources to be working from. 
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