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Legal Issues - Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry
Fire safety is the set of actions and procedures to minimise the destruction caused by fire. It is one of the most important factors in any infrastructure to ensure the security and safety of the people and the buildings (Zhang et al., 2019). Like other infrastructures, fire safety measures are also crucial for hotel buildings. Furthermore, fire protection systems and measures legal requirements for buildings of hotels. Hotels are required to put fire protection systems in their buildings to ensure that employees and guests are aware of the event of a fire. The main purpose of these procedures is to protect property and people as effectively as possible to reduce interruptions in operations and loss of customer base (Chi, 2014). Therefore, it can be viewed as a long-term investment by hotel companies for ensuring safety and success of their hotels.   
Fire safety measures are the most important legal requirements for hotel buildings. Hotel companies are required to comply with the legal requirements while developing infrastructures for hotels. They need to establish and post hotel evacuation plans throughout the building. Employees must be trained on emergency response protocol, fire extinguishers and fire drills (Manes and Rush, 2021). Hotels are required to follow regulations set by the local authorities. For example, the hotels in the United Kingdom must follow the obligations of the Fire Safety Regulation (2022) under the order by Fire Safety Act (2021) (Home Office, 2022). The act states that hotels of all sizes must check all the buildings to ensure that fire doors are not damaged. The hotels need to assess, identify and reduce the fire risks associated with the hotel buildings. A warning and detection system must be in a network of smoke or fire detectors that are linked to alarms. It helps to warn others about the fire (Hopkin et al., 2020). Overall, hotels must ensure safety standards and principles to protect the employees, customers, guests and property from destruction of fire. 
Hotel companies should ensure security and safety for the customers, employees and their property to increase customer loyalty. Although some accidents are unavoidable, proper prevention measures can minimise the effect on property and people. They require to ensure that they adequate measures and policies for fire safety while complying with the legalities. It is essential for hotel management to establish an ordered and timely escape plan, emergency response and fire prevention training in accordance with fire safety regulations. Thus, they will be able to make their customers and employees feel secure. 


References
1. Chi, J.H., 2014. Using FDS program and an evacuation test to develop hotel fire safety strategy. Journal of the Chinese Institute of Engineers, 37(3), pp.288-299.
2. Home Office, 2022. Fire safety legislation: Guidance for those with legal duties. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fire-safety-legislation-guidance-for-those-with-legal-duties.
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Hopkin, D., Spearpoint, M., Gorksa, C., Krenn, H., Sleik, T. and Milner, M., 2020. Compliance road-map for the structural fire safety design of mass timber buildings in England. SFPE Eur. Q, 4, pp.27-34.
4. Manes, M. and Rush, D., 2021. Assessing fire frequency and structural fire behaviour of England statistics according to BS PD 7974-7. Fire Safety Journal, 120, p.103030.
5. Zhang, D., Zhang, J., Xiong, H., Cui, Z. and Lu, D., 2019. Taking advantage of collective intelligence and BIM-based virtual reality in fire safety inspection for commercial and public buildings. Applied Sciences, 9(23), p.5068.

3

