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1.0 Positionality and individuality

Research for business takes many steps into considerations. As per the methods set in the study, the researcher follows the process of the steps. For the case of positionality, the researcher tends to position itself as per the topic. It is the positioning of the researcher, which is based on the previous work or activities undertaken by the researcher or the circumstances or situations faced by him. The topic is the field, where the researcher is carrying out the research (Hopkins et al. 2017). Often, the researcher itself becomes one of the participants of a group where the research is being conducted (Shuck et al. 2017). However, the researcher is always cautious and aware of the differences arisen between his principles and the ideals adopted by the participants.  In research, there are two kinds of approaches followed by the researcher (Moernaut et al. 2017). Research not only depends on the way of attitude towards research. It is also the methods where the study relies on. These methods of analysis can be mixed or multi-methods (weingartenlrc.wordpress.com, 2019). The individuality is the setting up of objectives as per the society in which the researcher belongs (tandfonline.com, 2019). For multi-method researches, the researcher utilizes both qualitative as well as quantitative data. So, the researcher follows mainly the positionality. It can be stated that both quantitative and qualitative methods despite their differences and their strengths and weaknesses can be used together in conjunction. By positionality, the researchers tend to define themselves as per the group where they are researching (Marlow and Martinez, 2018). If during the investigation, the challenges and benefits of a particular topic are identified, and the researcher intends to follow the first approach. But the participants focus on the secondary approach as there is an option for more versatile exploration of the topic. Hence, a mixed-method is considered suitable under those circumstances (isisell.com, 2019). In the case of business researches, the approaches are mainly concerning segments of the market (Tabachuk et al. 2018). Just like an example of a product to be launched in the market. In positionality, the researchers tend to position themselves as per the culture of the people they are interviewing with (Dean et al. 2018). The researchers interviewed the high class along with a lower level of people. When they talk, they have to go through a set of different types of people (theoccidentalobserver.net, 2019). 
Thus, it becomes easier for the researcher to create different market segments as per business research (Griffiths, 2017). In individuality, the researchers follow both qualitative as well as quantitative approaches. However, in this case, the researchers identify themselves as a member of a particular society (Amundsen et al. 2017). According to the paper, “personality: Reflecting on the Research Process” the author states that his personality of being a white man can have an impact on the research conducted on people of different races in underdeveloped countries. However, this statement has been proven false as the author in the paper “Benefits, Challenges, and (Jenkins, 2018). The dynamism of Positionalities Associated With Mixed Methods Research in Developing Countries: Evidence From Ghana" the author states that as a researcher, he remains unbiased over the topic of the research. This is due to the influence of his positionality concerning his experience (mssresearch.org, 2019). 
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After going through the concept of positionality and individuality, now I have a better idea about my positionality and individuality when I will be conducting my research. So my personal development has been made in this regard. 
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The evaluation of the causes of information is significant as it gives the proper idea about the topic on which the research is delivered. In the study, the objectives are set along with the questions in the examination. The researcher collects all of the available resources which can be useful for the research. After the collection of all of the sources, each source is identified, and knowledge is being taken (Hart, 2018). The researcher does not take the writings from those researches which are sourced. It is the collection of ideas from secondary sources and critically analyzing (writing.wisc.edu, 2019).
 After the critical analysis of the literature review, the researchers use their pieces of knowledge to use write the literature review of their researches. For the evaluation of literature and information sources, the researcher defines the researchers from the citing is done along with the hypothesis of those researchers (Smith and Wong, 2016). The researcher provides all of the information provided by different authors as well as giving the researcher's idea or viewpoint (hbr.org, 2019). 
The researcher takes all of the views from the availability of sources like journals or articles, and so on (Tummers et al. 2015). Then the researcher provides their ideas as per the knowledge. This is the way the researcher reads and evaluates all of the pieces of information from where the researcher takes help from (Filieri et al. 2015). In the portion of the literature review itself, the researcher finds out all of the gaps present on this part (Hauser, S., 2018). There will be literature gaps as not all of the information can be used as a form of knowledge or idea. The researcher writes down all of the points mentioned by other authors (uscupstate.libguides.com, 2019). This has been found out that the area about the “Supply Chain management” has been evolved with a “rapid growth” in this situation nowadays. However, the activities of reading as well as evaluation the different literatures and several sources from which the information could be collected about “supply chain management” could essential to carry out the research in this situation (Schilpzand et al. 2016). This overall process therefore has helped the researchers to carry out the overall work about “supply chain management” within this research ground in this situation. (asu.edu, 2019)
This is essential for the researchers to analyze as well as evaluate different resources as well as literatures for develop knowledge within this ground in this situation (Schneider, 2018). This also has been found out that there could be several limitations while carried out this research project about “supply chain management” within the ground of reading as well as different literatures in this situation as this is not always possible to gather more data as well as information through the process of learning as well as analyzing different aspects of the literature or other information sources in this situation (Liao et al. 2017). This has been found out that the literatures in this situation has some shortage, most of the researchers therefore faces problem about the journal as well as learning tools or information sources as they always can’t avail those sources in this situation (researchgate.net, 2019).
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Reading and evaluating literature and information sources have given me proper directions and guidelines regarding how to go about the literature while I will be reviewing literatures about supply chain management during my research project. 
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In a study, the study links all of the parts done in the study with the objectives. The analysis is followed by the goals set in the research; The business researches contribute to the development of the business. The researcher at the beginning finds out the problem. Based on the problem identified, the researchers start the process of the research. It is essential for the researcher to research in such a manner, the outcomes of the study have links with the objectives (Donate et al. 2015). Sometimes, the problem occurs with the writers regarding less knowledge on the field of development of an organization. (onthinktanks.org, 2019)
The development of the organization happens when proper research is done for gaining the experience of the researcher. The development of an organization happens through the objectives and goals set. The goals are strategic, and it is set as per the purposes of the organizations (Otley, 2016). The research follows both primary as well as a secondary form of research. The business researches are done in a certain way where the knowledge gained from the study can help the organization to meet the goals adequately (upenn.edu, 2019). 
An organization can be highly benefitted from proper business research. It can help in identifying the problems that can arise in the business and therefore improves the organizational setting and can act as a driving force for business. This can, however, pose a severe threat as well. This "driving force" can also create a lot of problems and can derail the company or set it on the wrong track if proper research or market evaluation of a particular product or service is not done. Hence it is safe to state that, detailed business research can be immensely helpful if it is done correctly. But a conclusion drawn from an incorrect research outcome can lead to the collapse of the entire business. This is essential for the researchers to conduct the overall research project in a structured manner. Nowadays this has been identified that the process of research therefore has different contribution towards the “organizational development” as well as also developing the knowledge in this situation (Namada, 2018). However, in this situation this is also necessary for the researchers to flourish their concept of the research about the concept of “supply chain management” as this area therefore could contribute in a structure manner towards the constructing the knowledge about the “process of supply chain management” in this situation. This has been also found out that there are some key issues that could be faced by the researchers while trying to research as the concept of “supply chain management” is a complicated area for conducting the research (Bharati et al. 2015). This is not always possible for the researchers to conducting the research in a definite manner through which the “process of organizational development” could possible within the ground of the “supply chain management” in this situation. This has been defined in this situation that the concept of “supply chain management” therefore could change an “organizational structure” based on which the overall work could be accomplished. This analysis therefore has been essential which could critically evaluate this field (explorable.com, 2019).
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(Source: https://www.slideshare.net/PratikshaDekate/organizational-development-12137618)
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Now I have got an idea about how my research is going to contribute towards knowledge and development of the whole organization. Therefore, I will be conducting my research in such a way that it contributes towards organizational development. 

[bookmark: _Toc7523898][bookmark: _Toc14693955]4.0 Defining the research question

For any particular research, it is necessary to identify the problems. These problems are linked with the topic on which the research is taking place. The study is done to solve the issues in the subject of the study. Based on the identification of the problems, the researcher set the questions. The researcher establishes the objectives of any research. For business research, the research sets the goals concerning the development of the business. The purposes are surrounded by the hypothesis (Weintrop et al. 2016). The explanation for any research gives a clear idea about the problems. In the portion of data analysis, the researcher justifies the thesis with the help of either some software or through valuable secondary resources. Thus, the answers to the research questions are solved. For any form of business, the problem statement can arise from market segments to the introduction of new competitors in the market (Flick, 2018). The new competitors in the market use a variety of co substance for their products. The researchers can be done on the problem of a counter which is required to compete (monash.edu, 2019). 
Though many researchers have a well-defined approach and the researcher is exposed to different methodologies and research question formulation throughout their entire life. A researcher always aims to develop the questions based on the topic of the research and from their point of view of the subject. Thus, to carry out research, it requires a large group with the different mentality and varied approaches to look at the problem. This is done so that every individual can come up with their explanation of the issue. The research question can be formed based on the research type, whether it is descriptive, a case study analysis or real experiments. Each type of research has its pros and cons (research-methodology.net, (2019).
This has been found out that constructing the “research question” is necessary for the researchers to carry out the research in this situation. This has been known by the researchers that the concept of “supply chain management” is a complicated area within which the critically research could be needed under different ground in this situation (Fletcher, 2017). However, if the researchers could construct any “research question” then this could help the overall research process in this situation (James and Busher, 2015). This could be complicated to develop some questions for carry out the research about the “supply chain management” as sometimes researchers get confused whether they could use the “qualitative method” or “quantitative method” in this situation. However, this has been appropriate for the researchers to conduct the survey method which could be accomplished through the “questionnaire method” in this situation to develop an idea about the research of “supply chain management” in this situation. Again, this is not an easy task to survey the local people as most of them are reluctant to give any kind of response under this ground. The researchers therefore could construct the “hypotheses” and through those hypotheses they also could construct some “research question” which could help the overall research work in this situation (explorable.com, 2019).
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Defining the research question is important and through some class lectures and activities I was able to develop my research question. 
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The framework is done linking with the way, the objectives of the research can be met. There is a variety of philosophies with which the researcher proceeds. As the researcher proceeds, the researcher has a point of view regarding the topic. The point of view of the topic, helps the researcher to identify the philosophy of the research. MNK Saunders developed the structure of the researches. There is much structure from what the researchers can select from. The structure is coined as research onion. For any business research, the philosophy of the research will mainly be the belief of the researcher. These beliefs include the way the process of businesses occur, the functions of the culture of work in an organization, the different kinds of factors associated with the development of the business, and so on (Wilson, 2015). In the journal by “Marlow and Martinez, 2018" it has been shown that joint analysis of these two types of data can be possible, and this can give rise to a thoroughly mixed analysis philosophy (Mayoh and Onwuegbuzie, 2015). On the other hand, the quantitative data also offers the best views as it includes the insights and knowledge gained from different authors (scholarworks.waldenu.edu, 2019).
The focuses on a topic are completely perspective. If the focuses are emic regarding the perspective, then the dimensions of intrinsic culture of the business research are purposeful or meaningful concerning the members present in the society (Schneider, 2018).  “Supply chain management” talks about the roles and functions that are performed by the owners of the business for a smooth running of the functions. The different philosophical frameworks are helpful for analyzing the data for qualitative and quantitative purposes. “Supply chain management” uses different models and frameworks for making a proper and appropriate data analysis (Dubey et al. 2017). This management also uses different strategies and data for understanding the roles that a company has. The work functions and roles that a company has in performing its businesses are analyzed properly with the help of these researches. There is another perspective focus known as the phonemic, where the phonological distinctions are intrinsic. There are different kinds of phenomenology as well. These are descriptive phenomenology, which is the idea gained by the help of any personal experience. The other is the transcendental phenomenology (Swann et al. 2015). The analysis for the research is done with the help of gathering data from different valid sources so that a proper data system is maintained. The different kinds of phenomenology that are used while performing the research helps the researcher to understand the depth and validity of the data collected. It can be seen that these data are useful for gathering a valid source for “supply chain management” (semanticscholar.org, 2019). 
The individuals and the data collected from them are helpful to give a detailed analysis of the methods and frameworks used.  The analysis is done in this case by perceiving the essences of the experiences of the individuals. The last kind of phenomenology is the constitutional phenomenology (niehs.nih.gov, 2019). 
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(Source: https://slideplayer.com/slide/7049130/)
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By the course of the module I had developed my knowledge about the philosophical frameworks of research. Now I have an idea of which philosophical framework should I use for my research. 

[bookmark: _Toc7523900][bookmark: _Toc14693965]6.0 Types of Research and Research Design

Research Methodology will highlight the way the research has to be carried out. The main types of studies that can be conducted based on the data and sources at hand are the primary research and secondary research. The primary research strategy uses first-hand and original data to carry out the research analysis. Surveys, questionnaires, and interviews are conducted to collect the data (Meyers et al. 2016) SPSS is a software that is used generally to carry out tests for the original dataset. The software produces graphs, tables that can be used to analyze the dataset (Amundsen et al. 2017). The strategy for conducting a primary research is mainly done through conducting interviews or surveys (Creswell and Poth, 2017). These data are valid and are useful for getting a one hand experience about the research (Formentini, M. and Taticchi, 2016). The data that are collected with the help of surveys and interviews are then used against a dataset for getting a proper number and graphs. These are important for analyzing and comparing the data in different categories (link.springer.com, 2019). 
The second form that can be used is the Secondary Research strategy. The secondary research strategy makes use of data and information from previously published journals, articles, books, and websites (Flick, 2018). It is so because for secondary research data is already available in different forms, whereas for primary research resources are spend for collecting the data that is required (Kshetri, 2018). The research strategy is crucial and plays a direct role in how the rest of the research is to be carried out. (libguides.tees.ac.uk, 2019). Secondary research uses valid books or published journals so that an accurate data is collected. It is essential to collect the original resources and data so that the research is accurate and maintains its validity (Bryman, 2017).  
The research design is used to understand what the problem is and how the objectives of the study can be achieved (yourarticlelibrary.com, 2019). 
The research designs can be of four types. They are experimental research, diagnostic research, detailed research, and critical research. However, in this kind of research design, the research is not initiated with a hypothesis, and typically, these hypotheses are developed after the data is analyzed, and the research is completed (Saunders & Lewis, 2012). Several analytical tools like SPSS can often come in handy to properly understand the significance of the raw data gathered. The variables that are mainly covered are education, age, marital status, income, and so on (Bell et al. 2018). It deals with the socio-economic aspects of humans (hbr.org, 2019). Research design uses different hypothesis so that different analytical tools are used for gathering a proper material and an accurate result at the end (questionpro.com, 2019). 
The several tools are helpful for collecting raw data and also getting a correct variable for analysis (Sekaran & Bougie, 2016). The third kind of research design is the diagnostic design that is aimed at knowing the main causes of the research problem. (Hopkins et al. 2017). The dependent and independent variables are used for this kind of research design to know their interdependence (Saunders, 2011). The research onion has several layers which the researcher needs to traverse from the outer to the inner layer (studylecturenotes.com, 2019). 
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Got to know about the types of research and research designs which helped me to shape my own research project as what kind of research and design should I adopt to conduct the research project.  
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It is essential for any researcher not to break any law while doing the research. It is crucial that a researcher does not violate the dignity, welfare, and privacy of any other inquiries. Just for example, if an article is referenced, then there must be a mention of the author of the material in the research. The researcher must follow the confidentiality and the protection of anonymity (Griffiths, M., 2017). There are other ways by which the researchers may not follow the ethics of the research or integrity. The validity must be there in research. Research must always be reliable, as well as valid. However, the traditional concept of reliability and efficacy has been challenged in the paper, “Understanding Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Research” (cirt.gcu.edu, 2019). 
In this paper, these theories of research ethics have been reestablished as a trustworthy process (Hedgecoe, 2016). A research follows certain ethics that keeps the research in correct form. The ethics that are followed in a research must state that the confidentiality of the participants who are involved in the research is kept. The rules and regulations that a research must keep are essential to follow in a research. The research must also state that no participant is forced to stay in the research and give their documents. The ethics while performing a research must also state that no information about any participant is falsified or taken without their information (Hedgecoe, 2017). It focuses on the quality and the rigor based on the qualitative paradigm. This can be better achieved based on the triangulation principle (Bharati et al. 2015). The novice researchers may face complexity in the reviews when the sourcing of unethical website or article. So, for safety measures, it is essential for the researchers to use valid sources of information or data during the research. An invalid approach towards research is termed as an unethical means of contributing to the study.  It must be seen that no invalid approach is taken while conducting the research. The researcher must also take safety measures for conducting any interviews, and there might be some problems while taking personal information (niehs.nih.gov, 2019). 
During any quantitative analysis, validation is essential (carnaghan.com, 2019)
The interaction of the researchers during the interviews must not be biased. Biased interviews can provide the wrong trends regarding the topic.  The studies done and the data collected must be reliable and true to its sense. There must not be any falsified information or wrong terms. These will reduce the problems caused and there will be no challenges faced by the researched. These measures if not taken will lead to inappropriate data and incorrect information. Then the problem rises rather than decreasing. Research is carried out to reduce the harm of a particular issue (Shannon and Eden, 2018). The qualitative analyses also follow ethics as well as integrity. Nowadays, reliability is also considered in these kinds of studies. The main objective for the researcher is to not violate any privacy of other researchers by maintaining integrity and ethics (libguides.library.cityu.edu.hk, 2019). 
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By the course of the module I have gained knowledge about the research ethics and its challenges. I can implement this learnt knowledge during my research project. 
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