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The six houses (Rhyd-y-car Terrace) in St Fagans are great examples of Welsh working-class houses. The houses were built by Richard Crawshay around 1795 in Merythyr tydfil, he built the houses for the ironworkers that worked in his iron mines (Museum Wales, 2025). The terrace was removed from Meryther Tydfil and moved to St Fagans in 1982/1983 the reconstruction of the buildings was completed 1987 (Museum Wales, 2025). St Fagans added a different outlook on the buildings compared to the original, they did this by showing the changes that accrued over the years. These changes would have happened due to easier access to new building materials and the fashion at the time. By doing this St Fagans provided a glimpse into the past living standards of the Welsh working class. 
In the earliest houses, representing 1805 and 1855 the structures show how the builders at the time focused purely on shelter from the elements. The windows were fixed and could not open to let fresh air onto the home this would have caused many health issues. Furthermore, the lack of eaves to prevent rainwater getting into the home would have been a big contributor to the damp and unsanitary conditions like Mold. The external walls were covered with a lime or chalk wash this was done to prevent rain getting into the house but also allowing the walls to breath the 1855 house did not continue to use the whitewash on external walls. The internal walls consisted of a simple plaster along with a whitewash over the original stone, this offers little to non-insulation or comfort (Museum Wales, 2025). The floors were made of hard stone flags that was most likely taken from the local area, this would have been used for its durability over warmth. The front door was minimalistic and was built just to keep out the rain and wind, due to the minimalistic nature of the door it did not stop drafts getting into the home. Both houses used local slate for roofing tiles. The Welsh slate would have been used to keep costs down as it was easily accessible and can be found in abundance in Wales. To save on costs the slate would have been used as a chimney cap to prevent water entering the homes. The 1805 home had minimalistic joinery most likely due to lack of money but when compared to the 1855 home you can see more decoration and improved Furniture. Homes built in 1855 would not have DPC (damp proof course) or DPM (damp proof membrane) the DPC would have stopped water gaining access to the walls preventing damp rising up the walls. DPM under the foundations would have stopped water rising from under the home. The builders would not have added these because at the time it was not invented. Furthermore, the foundations of the homes were non-excitant the walls might have had some rubble to support the stone walls (Museum Wales, 2025). The stone for the walls would have been taken from local quarries or coal mines found in the area, they also built the walls thick to stop water penetrating too deep along with the need for structural strength due to the lack of foundations. The flag stones inside the home would have been laid onto soil or possibly sand as the houses built at that time did not have foundations or damp prevention measures.
The core structural shell of the house (the thick stone walls and roof pitch) remained largely unchanged during 1895 and 1925 period. The improvements were focused on the internal lining and openings, driven by public health and social standards. One of the significant changes and improvements in 1895 and 1925 houses are the sash windows this would have greatly improved the air quality inside the homes and helped to prevent Mold inside the home (Museum Wales, 2025). Furthermore, the fireplaces in the homes had a cast iron kitchen range. This would made the community oven redundant along with improving heating around the home from the radiant heat produced by the fire increasing the over-all living standards in the homes. The mass production of wallpaper and linoleum flooring in the early to mid-19th century made it possible for more homeowners to gain access. This did not just add a greater appearance to the homes, but the wallpaper would have stopped the cold radiating from the walls and the same would apply to the linoleum flooring preventing the cold rising from the flag stones underneath. The staircase in these houses had an improvement by being boxed around the base of the steps this would have helped with drafts. Not only would it prevent drafts coming or going but it would have helped in keeping the warm air created by the fire in the desired rooms. 
By the time the terraces get to 1955 and 1985 massive changes begin to appear with the introduction of electricity and plastics this can be seen before entering the home as the gutters had been changed from iron to plastic. The flag stone in these houses was covered with carpet and linoleum, this would have greatly improved comfort and helped with reducing cold coming up from the ground. Furthermore, plumbing had been installed inside the house along with the kitchen being moved from the living room to the back of the home. The chimney pots also had been improved, instead of the left-over slate from the roof the houses had acquired clay pots, the roof tiles have also been changed from Welsh slate to a manufactured clay tile. The external walls have been plastered with mortar to improve insulation along with making the walls watertight. On the 1985 house you can see that the introduction of eaves on the external wall where the roof and wall meet, this is done to provide extra protection from rain during this time-period it was most likely made from asbestos because of its strength and fire-resistant properties. This would have been introduced due to water getting into the wall from side on rain, this then causing damp to run down the wall so by adding eaves this prevents the rain getting access to the upper walls. Another addition added to these houses are the improvement to the doors as they added draft excluders to the base of the door this would decrease the draft gaining access along with preventing water getting under the door from rain.
Conclusion 
Ultimately the architectural changes of Rhyd-y-car Terrace is a steady process that had taken years of trial and error. The journey started from a poorly ventilated home that was damp and cold to an almost modern style home with some of the comforts enjoyed today. This change would have not been achieved without the hardships the people of that time had to endure, but because of these hardships the occupants could see what problems they needed to change with their homes and experimenting with new ways to improve it. An example of this would have been changing the windows from being fixed in place to sash windows that could be opened for better ventilation and air quality. Another example would be the cast iron bread oven added to the fireplace, this would have been a much-needed addition to the homes as cooking and heating the home can be done at the same time. 
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