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Targets:
* Ensure that key theorists are included in both discussion and referencing.
* Try to support your key messages with research, who agrees? who disagrees?
*  Provide a counter argument for recommendations made or critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with. 

There are many opportunities and challenges presented within a school's community that can influence both the learning, teaching and other aspects of a school's culture and ethos, such as the students and the staff's well-being.   

Bronfenbrenner, a well-known theorist in education, had the theory of an ecological system that everything and everyone impacts an individual and how they feel and behave. There are multiple layers to the ecological system, the first two layers being an individual's family, school and community. This shows the significant impact a school's community can have on a pupil and how they behave and interact in society. (Darling, 2007)  

Poverty is one of the many challenges many schools nationwide face. Specifically, within the last four years, after the effects of Covid-19. Many schools face the challenges of poverty and all that it brings to society and our children. In 2021, 14% of Welsh households lived in fuel poverty alone, which meant they could not keep their homes heated and their families warm. In 2022- 23, 3% of Welsh households said they had to use the food banks to provide for their families (Welsh Government, 2023).

Maslow (Burleson and Thoron, 2014) is believed to have a hierarchy of needs for an individual to thrive. Within Maslow's studies, he concluded the hierarchy of needs. He studied monkeys and humans, concluding that an animal's most crucial need is food, water, warmth and rest (Poston, 2009). As we know, a large percentage of the Welsh population currently live in fuel poverty and cannot provide adequate heating in their homes, so one of Maslow's physiological needs is not being met. Likewise, families who depend on free meals rely on the school and council to provide their children with the essential physiological need of food.   

The Welsh government has introduced a scheme to ensure that no child will go without food, allowing these physiological needs to be met (Welsh Government, 2022a). By 2024, they expect all primary school children to be entitled to free school meals, a significant opportunity within the school community. In my experience of working in schools, I have encountered staff who were bringing food for students as they were obviously coming to school hungry, which was symptomatic of them becoming tired throughout the day.  

Within Wales, there is a 'Flying Start Program' that is a huge opportunity for many families across the country; it is a program designed to support families living in disadvantaged communities throughout Wales; it offers an equal start to life to all children across the country. The program provides various resources such as classes for parents, childcare, and enhanced health visits, ensuring all children have an equal start to their lives and education (Welsh Government ,n.d & Welsh Government, 2017b). 

To address the challenge of poverty, schools would benefit from more funding to offer more opportunities for their students, such as school trips, school uniforms and other equipment to advance educational advancement. Schools can provide some opportunities without funding, such as after-school clubs that staff run voluntarily, and perhaps opening doors to other organisations such as Scouts and Brownies, church-run clubs, sporting facilities, URDD, etc., so providing opportunities that children may not otherwise be fortunate, enough to access at home. Although the Department of Education states that schools are entitled to charge for these after-school activities, it is rare to see this as they wish to provide equal opportunities for all their students. (Department of Education, 2018)  

The lack of money within the schools impacts the education and well-being of all students as it affects the standard of education that the schools can provide. Not all schools within Wales will have this challenge, although most will. The shortage of funding minimises the resources and equipment that staff will have on hand to make lessons more engaging and fun for their pupils. This pressure will add to the already high pressure and stress that teachers are under and affect their ability to teach in a happy and calm manner and atmosphere, therefore changing the atmosphere and ethos of the classroom environment and then affecting the well-being of the pupils. Along with the poor equipment funding, schools have the added challenge of staff funding, and due to the shortage of teaching staff, schools have had to adapt by increasing class sizes, adding even further pressure on staff. (See and Gorard, 2019)   

Within the classroom setting, there are many challenges and opportunities that teachers must face, not only the size of the classroom, as previously mentioned, but also the student's broad ability level and varying developmental stages. With Wales having their updated curriculum, which no longer expects progression to be made at a certain age but rather a gradual progress, the teacher's role in education has changed to adapt the lessons to the needs and abilities of each student rather than the whole class itself (Hwb, 2023).    

Additional Learning Needs (ALN) play a prominent role within a school's community and the lack of support and knowledge surrounding it. School A has identified that 22% of their students have additional learning needs, but only a handful are diagnosed (Estyn, 2018); the role of the teachers and how they educate children as a whole, specifically those with ALN, will impact the standard and quality of education delivered. Teachers should have the knowledge and ability to adapt their teaching to fit all students' needs; the need for such knowledge and skill is evident when pupils say they rely on their teaching assistant more than their primary teachers. (Ofsted, 2021) 


Other opportunities that schools offer are after-school clubs provided by outside providers; however, some may require payment from parents. An example of an external provider could be the Urdd or 360 Sport Education. These providers come in and offer regular sporting clubs after school for a small fee. Schools sometimes also invite their local community clubs, such as dance clubs or gymnastics, in and ask them to offer taster sessions for the students to demonstrate and highlight opportunities available outside school that can help and aid children to develop and socialise in other areas.  

The local community and authorities provide many opportunities within a school's community. One of the many opportunities is a visit from your local fire service; the South Wales Fire Service offers visits to their fire station, but they will also visit the school. They offer these services to educate children on safety and what not to do around fires. Along with visits to the station and visits from the fire firefighters, they also offer resources to help educate and introduce themselves as friendly faces of the community (South Wales Fire and Rescue Service, 2024). South Wales Police and policing services across Wales also play a significant role within the education system; they have set up a program called SchoolBeat, which is full of resources and visits to the local schools (Schoolbeat.Cymru, 2024). The impact that both the fire service and policing have on the pupils is enormous. These visits allow schools to build a relationship with the local community and enable children to understand who plays a role in keeping them safe.   

Along with the visits from the police and fire service, the NHS also visits primary schools, offering essential routine examinations. The NHS run a scheme where the school nurse comes in to take measurements such as the weight and height of the pupils. The measurement survey is done when the pupils are in the reception class and turn five within that academic year (Public Health Wales, n.d a.) The NHS has set out a Framework that means that an NHS nurse will work within the educational system, specifically with secondary school children and primary-aged children. Their role within the school is to offer support and guidance and advocate for the children when and if they need it. (Welsh Government, 2017a). The school nurses also give immunisations such as the nasal flu to primary-aged children throughout Wales to all children aged 5 to 11. (Public Health Wales, n.d.b) These opportunities are provided by the Welsh Government, which allows for all children to have the chance to be vaccinated, as well as advocated by their school nurse.   

In Wales, there has been a significant change in cultures, minorities, and language, which has become a complex challenge that schools across Wales and the UK have had to overcome. According to the UK Census 2021, the population of Wales has increased, and a large percentage across the UK does not hold a UK passport. This shows that English is not now the principal language spoken in the UK (Welsh Government, 2022b). With this in mind, teachers and school staff have had to adapt and overcome many language barriers and the challenges of educating children who may have moved to the UK in their later years, with English being their second language. To tackle this issue, many schools also offer English and Welsh learning opportunities for parents in the hope that this will, in turn, help children's Language skills and educational development. 

Along with the language barriers the schools face, there are also cultural differences. The Curriculum for Wales allows the curriculum to be tailored for the pupils. It, therefore, will enable schools to educate each culture and celebrate each student who walks through their doors. This allows each student to feel welcome and wanted, allowing them to feel safe within their schools; the impact this has on their learning is positive, as they want to learn.   

Religious and cultural differences: many schools may invite their local church groups and other religious groups into their schools to support the education of religious studies, providing the students with more visual teaching and enabling them to experience different religions and cultures. For example, Bridging School A visits their local church often and this opportunity can help children and their families learn to understand and accept each other's differences.  

The bridging school (Thomas, 2024) prides itself on its relationship with its parents and believes that this plays an essential role in the learning and teaching of the students. Schools acknowledge that a positive relationship with parents will positively impact students' educational outcomes. It is believed that if the parents feel welcome and wanted within their child's school community, they will impact the child's desire to participate in their lessons. Bridging School A provides parents with lessons to involve them in their child's education and uses a school diary and their website app to communicate with their parents, constantly letting them know what is happening with their child's education. The school has a straightforward website that can be easily accessed and clearly states all the information a parent may need.  

To conclude, many opportunities and challenges exist within schools and their local community. As described, poverty is the main challenge that schools face today; from my experience with bridging and working in schools, a teacher's role can and should have a significant impact on the well-being of students, as should the ethos in the classroom impact learning and teaching. With Bronfenbrenner's theory in mind, the positive attitude teachers hold within the classrooms affects how students feel in their classroom environment and the impact that positive attitude has on their development.
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