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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
ASSIGNMENT 2: Archival Exercise

Methodology

For this assignment I chose to research sources for Edward the Black Prince and Valle Crucis Abbey.

Edward the Black Prince is perhaps one of the more enigmatic figures in British history and, due to his numerous official titles and multiple official residences, the records relating to his life and activities are spread across numerous collections of archives around the United Kingdom and beyond.

By contrast, Valle Crucis, my other chosen subject, is by its nature somewhat fixed to one particular geographic area and the sources are perhaps narrower in terms of location and type. That said, the fact that Valle Crucis was a daughter-abbey to Strata Marcella means that the historian, in some cases, may find it fruitful to search out references to the abbey in works dealing with the mother-abbey or more general topics.

The first step in identifying useful sources for the Black Prince was to conduct online searches of the main repositories of medieval manuscripts in the United Kingdom. The main online catalogues I identified comprised of the following:

The UK National Archives
The British Library
The Bodleian Library
The Borthwick Institute

I made multiple searches of each website, utilizing the specific manuscript search engines available for each institution. I tried searching by different titles held by Edward the Black Prince and focused on the various geographic regions where he held residences or spent significant amounts of time. I found that the National Archives and the British Library were the most useful in tracking down relevant manuscripts. Since there were a large number of records included in the search results, I refined the searches to return results for the Fourteenth century in order to identify primary documents created during the lifetime or shortly after the death of the Black Prince.

These initial searches led me to look at local archives that hold records either created by or pertaining to the Black Prince. Of particular interest in this regard were the following:

Canterbury Cathedral Archives
Northamptonshire Archives
Cheshire Archives and Local Studies
Cornwall Record Office

The manuscripts I identified as a result of my search can be divided into several different categories: petitions; charters or grants of privilege; letters; household accounts; poetic verses. Taken collectively, these records offer historians various kinds of evidence relating to the military and administrative activities of Edward the Black Prince in several regions of the Kingdom of England, as well as Aquitaine and Gascony.

In identifying sources for Valle Crucis, I took a similar approach. In addition, I searched the National Library of Wales and tried to identify other local sources for the history of the abbey. There is some useful material from the foundational years of the abbey, connected with the patronage of Madog ap Grufyd, as well as the later years in the era of the dissolution of the monasteries. This underlines how the medieval monasteries were dependent upon patronage and the political vicissitudes of the times for their development and survival. Conversely, it also hints at their important role in medieval society.

List of Sources

Topic 1: Edward the Black Prince

CANTERBURY 

Canterbury Cathedral Archives And Library (CCA), CCA-DCc-ChAnt/F/50
Item Detail: Letter of Attorney from Edward the Black Prince to William de Fullbourne
Date: 1 September, 1362
Description: The letter is one of a number of records held in the archives of Canterbury Cathedral relating to Edward Woodstock’s patronage of priories and convents in southern England.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/c2e076b3-bde7-4e4a-90f2-c50b4651ac17




CHESTER

Cheshire Archives and Local Studies
ZCH/17
Item Detail: Letters patent by the Black Prince granting annual payments to the Earl of Arundel
Date: Mid-Fourteenth century
Description: This document is part of the collection of charters, writs of privilege and grants of arms held by the Cheshire Archives. It relates to Edward the Black Prince’s activities in his capacity as the Earl of Chester.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/cd73902f-0fdc-41e4-bf0f-bfbaf02127bc

LONDON

The British Library (BL)
Cotton MS Titus A XX
Item Detail: Verses on the expedition of Edward of Woodstock to Spain
Date: 1367
Description: This manuscript, relating to the Spanish expedition led by the Black Prince in the mid-1360s, is part of the Cotton Collection held by the British Library. It consists of poetic verses composed to commemorate the expedition after the Black Prince’s untimely death. 
http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=IAMS040-001103511&indx=1&recIds=IAMS040-001103511&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&dscnt=0&scp.scps=scope%3A%28BL%29&frbg=&tab=local&dstmp=1542694260988&srt=rank&mode=Basic&&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=edward%20of%20woodstock&vid=IAMS_VU2

The National Archives 

SC 8/333/E1037
Item detail: Petition to the King by Edward the Black Prince
Date: 1375-1376
Description: The petition is found in the Ancient Petitions section of the  Exchequer Series, contained in the Special Collections held by the National Archives. The Special Collections contains numerous petitions, writs and other manuscripts relating to the activities of Edward the Black Prince in the Fourteenth century.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9683160

E 101/399/15
Item detail: Imperfect account of daily household and foreign expenses of Edward [of Woodstock], earl of Chester.
Date: Mid-Fourteenth century
Description: This manuscript of Edward the Black Prince’s household and foreign accounts is part of the records kept by the King’s Remembrancer and is held at the National Archives, Kew. It provides historians with financial details pertinent to Edward’s domestic and foreign activities.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C4517876

NORTHAMPTON

Northamptonshire Archives
C136/7/1

Item Detail: Grant of Edward III to Edward the Black Prince
Date: 19 May, 1362
Description: This is a record of a grant from Edward III to the Black Prince and is one of the miscellaneous papers in the Cokayne (Ruston) Collection.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/99fb8f0d-e76b-490b-a604-2811be746908

TRURO

Cornwall Record Office
BLAUS/642
Item Detail: Charter of the Black Prince to the burgesses of Launceston.
Date: 20 August 1355
Description: This charter grants various freedoms to the burgesses of Launceston and forms part of the Borough of Launceston Records. It offers historians evidence of the Black Prince’s activities in his capacity as the Duke of Cornwall.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/9e68dff7-582c-40f2-b1a1-4b3853c7c019

Topic 2: Valle Crucis Abbey

ABERYSTWYTH

National Library Of Wales
Peniarth MS 20
Item Detail: Chronicle of the Princes, Brut y Tywysogion
Date: Fourteenth century
Description: This item is a welsh translation of a Latin chronicle, based on annals composed at various abbeys, including Valle Crucis. It may include information pertinent to the history of the abbey and could offer insights into the nature of scholarly work among the monks of the abbey.  
https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/darganfod/oriel-ddigidol/llawysgrifau/yr-oesoedd-canol/brut-y-tywysogion/

LONDON

The British Library

Additional Manuscripts 21253
Item Detail: Latin Homilies
Date: Fifteenth century
Description: This item is a book containing a copy of a grant by Madog ap Grufyd (the founder of Valle Crucis Abbey). The grant offers important early documentary evidence for the foundation of the abbey, including the reasons for its construction and the identity of its benefactor.
http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=IAMS032-002091630&indx=1&recIds=IAMS032-002091630&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&dscnt=0&frbg=&scp.scps=scope%3A%28BL%29&tab=local&dstmp=1542877521400&srt=rank&mode=Basic&&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=latin%20homilies%2021253&vid=IAMS_VU2

E 326/10141
Item Detail: Common seal of Valle Crucis
Date: Unknown
Description: Seals are a useful non-documentary resource that can reveal much about the standing and self-perception of the person or institution that used them.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C4535994

SC 8/268/13385
Item Detail: Petition by the abbot and convent of Valle Crucis to the king
Date: 1284-1300
Description: This manuscript is a petition regarding the rights of the abbot and convent of Valle Crucis in the weir of Overton. It provides us with clear evidence of the geographical spread of the abbey’s influence and perhaps of its involvement in the temporal affairs of the wider community.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9517332

SC 6/HENVIII/5543
Item Detail: North Wales: Monastic Possessions
Date: Mid-Sixteenth century
Description: This manuscript contains accounts of the monastic possessions of religious houses in St. Asaph, including Valle Crucis. It provides us with tangible data for the material circumstances of Valle Crucis at the time of the dissolution of the monasteries.
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5977123

RUTHIN
Denbighshire Record Office
DD/WY/4202
Item Detail: Foundation charter of Valle Crucis Abbey 
Date: 1201
Description: This is the original foundation charter of Valle Crucis consisting of a grant of lands from Madog ap Grufyd to Strata Marcella to found the abbey as a daughter-house in northern Powys. It may be useful to compare this original document with the copy held at the British Library.
http://archives.denbighshire.gov.uk


Future Directions for Archival Searches

The online catalogue of the National Archives has allowed me to locate records in a range of archives and record offices. However, there is always the possibility that certain items will appear in unexpected places or in repositories not participating in the A2A (Access to Archives) scheme. Therefore, it is preferable to utilize a range of search resources when seeking out manuscripts.
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