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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

Calder and Archer, (2016) suggest that social workers benefit from role clarity when safeguarding children under the age of 18 and this requires an understanding of the legal framework and knowledge of signifiers of abuse for example, unexplained injuries, physical symptoms, emotional state, changes in behaviour, indirect and direct disclosures (NSPCC, 2022). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1992), ratified in Wales within the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. Provides some clarity for example, Article 12 emphasises the importance of listening to and involving children in decisions and the Welsh Government (2019) mandates an anti-oppressive child centred approach, focusing on strengths, rights, and what matters to the child. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2024) describes the right way to engage with families and children and suggests that collaboration and treating citizens as individuals, promotes engagement and positive change. Research suggest, respecting the wishes and views of citizens maximises engagement and personalization, while empowering citizens to collaborate on mitigating risks and focusing on personal outcomes - this avoids, people becoming mere objects of concern (Welsh Government, 2019; Morris and Burford, 2017),  A language sensitive approach is mandatory in Wales under the More than just words: A Strategic Framework for Promoting the Welsh Language in Health, Social Services and Social Care (2022-2027).
Further role clarity around ethics and values, is provided by the Code of Professional Practice for Social Care for example, under Section 1; respecting culture, diversity and under Section 2: ensuring confidentiality (SCW, 2017). The Welsh Government (2019) consider information sharing as key to effective safeguarding and stipulate the General Data Protection Regulation (UK, 2018), and the Data Protection Act 2018 are not barriers to sharing information (WASPI, 2005).
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019 (SCW, 2020) stipulate safeguarding is, “Everyone’s responsibility”. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) Section 7 (130) requires that relevant professionals collaborate to ensure children’s safety and places a statutory duty on them to report safeguarding concerns to social services. Section 130 (4) of the SSWBA, 2014 defines a child at risk and regional Welsh safeguarding boards were created under the Children Act 2004 to co-ordinate services for the protection of children and publish safeguarding guidance (NSPCC, 2024).
Children safeguarding enquiries in England and Wales are undertaken in accordance with Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) with reference to volume 5 (SSWBA, 2014). Welsh Government guidance (2018a) states the local authority must consider if there are grounds to investigate under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989. If the threshold of suspicion of significant harm is reached a strategy meeting is held - significant harm is defined in Section 31 as, ill-treatment or the impairment of health or development in comparison with that which could reasonably be expected of a similar child. The social workers role is to undertake an enquiry and make a professional judgement to determine whether intervention is required. The categories of abuse: physical, sexual, emotional/psychological, and neglect (SSWBA, 2014; Children Act, 1989). If the child is in immediate danger, the police can intervene and court orders are utilized for example, emergency protection orders and potentially a case conference convened and decisions made on child protection plans and inclusion on the child protection register (NSPCC, 2024).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

In Wales, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales Act) 2014 (SSWBA) has put adult and children safeguarding on an equal terms within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019 (SCW, 2020). However, key differences remain between adult safeguarding and children’s work. The categories of abuse for children:  Physical, sexual, neglect, emotional/psychological with an additional category of financial abuse for adults (Douglas and Barlow, 2023). Safeguarding enquiries with children are undertaken within 45 working days under Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) with reference to volume 5 (SSWBA, 2014) and with adults within 7 working days, under Section 126 volume 6 (Part 7, SSWBA, 2014). The court order available to protect adults: Adult Protection and Support Orders, can be utilized to speak with adults alone, but cannot remove adults (SCW, 2020). While court orders available for children for example, Emergency Protection Orders have the authority to remove citizens from their home environment (SCW, 2020). The High Court’s inherent jurisdiction can be utilized in exceptional circumstances for adults who are determined to be adults at risk and maybe utilized to provide a safe environment, but does not apply to children (Allen et al., 2022).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adults have the right to self-determination (Human Rights Act, Article 8., 1998), make their own decisions, provided they have the mental capacity to make the decision, even if the decisions are unwise (Mental Capacity Act, Sec 1 (4)., 2005) (MCA, 2015). Meaning that generally consent is required from the adult for safeguarding enquiries to be undertaken and if no consent, the investigation ends unless evidence of criminal activity (SCW, 2020).  Section 7 of the SSWBA defines an adult at risk as adult (18yrs of age and over) who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support, and as a result of these needs, is unable to protect themselves from the abuse or neglect or the risk of it. The MCA, 2015 applies to adults and children under the age of 16. When an adult is assessed to lack capacity, then consent is not required and best interest decisions are made to protect the individual (Hewitt, 2009). Whereas, safeguarding investigations are undertaken when necessary to protect the child without the consent from individuals with parental responsibility or the child, under the Children Act, 1989 the child’s welfare is paramount (Fortin, 2003). Children under the age of 16 are able to provide consent (Without parental consent), under case law: Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority 1986 (With reference to Frazier guidelines) dependent on their maturity, understanding, and ability to assess advantages and disadvantages of available options (NSPCC, 2022).
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