Preparing for higher education

It is the dream of everyone to join college in hopes of getting a better future. This may not be the case with some students. This is because many students fail to plan for college life.
Every student needs a plan for college. It’s meant to guide and help them achieve the purpose for joining college and pursue careers of their dream.
A plan for life goals, financial planning on how to deal with costs of higher education and especially for the field that each student wants to pursue.
There is no shame in asking for help in order to develop a plan. A good place to start is a guidance counsellor who can help inspire motivate and guide our next steps in life.
And then there is the financial aspect. It is important to be financially responsible and look into different options for financial aid to increase the chance of saving money.
[bookmark: _Hlk129271258]Time management is important too. Spending time every evening preparing your notes, arranging your work, or reading up on the topic is a way of ensuring that your time is managed properly. The habit of keeping notes improves the learning process that results in improved grades and academic performance of students (Kayla Morehead  - Note taking habits of 21st century college students: implications for student learning, memory and achievement , February 2019)
Most students appear to have managed the transition into university life successfully since they do not experience the academic, personal and practical difficulties they expected. (February 2003 – Journal of further and higher education).
As learning-to-earning pipeline becomes more closely connected, work experience acquires even greater importance. Although employability can’t be taught, students can be supported to apply their academic knowledge in the workplace (April 25, 2022 – The future of work: how universities prepare students for an uncertain future).
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Becoming a digital learner





Becoming a digital learner is all about embracing the rich educational platforms available. We know that online learning is both the present and the future (January 28, 2021 – 5 ways to be the best digital learner).
 Increasing speed and availability of internet access can reduce many of the geographic constraints that disadvantage poor students. Schools serving higher-resourced families are often able to recruit better teachers and administrators, perhaps the most important school resources, even without additional funding (Brian A. Jacob – The opportunities and challenges of digital learning, May 5, 2016).
What is most remarkable is the unbiased nature of digital technology and the way that it has allowed people of all socioeconomic populations to access information. Information today is often free, immediate, and much more convenient compared to the old days of library. Digital technology directly encourages self-participation and self-learning, which require a person to know how to evaluate and synthesize information (Spatt B. - Writing From Sources, 8th Edition, 2011)
The overarching impact of digital technology cannot be ignored. No one can discount that the internet and its many platforms have changed the reading culture of our lifetime and beyond. Adaptation and massive change on a cultural scale can make people feel uneasy, especially when society has adapted successfully to one form of doing something for such a long time. Mankind’s history has shown that not only can we create new mediums of communication and learning, we tend to learn and adjust to our changing environment and thrive (Spatt B. - Writing From Sources, 8th Edition, 2011)
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Starting university

Starting a new chapter in your life can be either scarry or exiting or both at the same time.
This is what I felt before taking the exam for the admission to my university. Scared that I wasn’t prepared enough but excited to take the exam and start something I desired to do for a very long time.
After I passed and I learned that I was admitted, fear was replaced by relief and the level of excitement grew to a higher level. Not just because I managed to get into the University I wanted but also because I knew that the chapter I was starting will bring me personal fulfilment I get to meet new people find a new perspective on learning and life
Learning new things every day, meeting the teachers and my colleagues has kept my enthusiasm as high as in the beginning. I feel confident now, I am absorbent of new information I want to do better each day both in my school and my personal life. College is not for everyone, but for me, college is something I planned on doing because of my career path that I chose.
Dreams aren’t always the easiest task to accomplish, especially if they may be outreaching, but if one is motivated and willing to work for it, they can be achieved. Pausch says “you give them something they can’t do, they work hard until they can find they can do it, and you just keep repeating the process” (Randy Pausch – Really achieving your childhood dreams, September 18, 2007).
So, university was one of my dreams and I am living my dream. And I encourage everyone who has this dream to work towards achieving their dream no matter how scarry might be. I am sure I made right decision and I look forward on what college will offer me in the next years to come. 
Education is the key to unlock the golden door of freedom (George Washington Carver – BrainyQuote, 2010).
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Self motivation
Succesful online learners have a good sens of self-motivation. They are willing to get to work themselves and feel driven


Goal setters
To become a good digital learner, setting goals is key to keeping focus. Goals can be big or small the best digital learners find enjoyment in challanging themselves and creating ways of being succesful


Becoming a digital learner


Celebrate blended learning
MIxing classroom experience with online learning is the way forward in education right now. It creates a powerful method of solidifing knowledge


Transfer the information
one of the most effective ways of learning nis transfering and maintaining the new information we learn in our long term memory. The best digital learners create something out of the information they received.


Reach for the resources
There are typically many facets to online learning experiences. Unlike the classroom, digital lessons usually have many ways of delivering the learning experience


