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Women in Religion: An Enduring Transformation
[footnoteRef:1]Religion was a gendered subject: that is, religious belief and practice were understood in terms of human relationships. As social roles altered, so religious changes occurred. But it was no simple, one-way process. Any alterations in religious ideas, in the boundaries between sacred and the profane, had profound implications for relationships between men and women.    [1:  Patricia Crawford, Women and Religion in England 1500-1720 (London: Routledge, 1993), pp. 125.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack][footnoteRef:2]The significance of gender in religious faith has been the subject of exciting studies of Christianity. The purpose of this paper is to explore the intellectual influence and change in women in terms of religiosity in a gendered society. It will explore and analyse the themes of women’s status in the religious society, marriage and childbearing: as well as the subject of women in religion, which has always been a widely debated topic in the sociological field. The focus however, will be on the enduring transformation of women in religion since before civilisation till present date. Popular debates by sociologists suggest that most religion practiced a patriarchal society as women are regarded less significant in the society except for conquests and making babies; while men are regarded as natural leaders in the society. It is only on rare occasions that they assume a position of authority. Although Christian women were permitted to be prophets and Visionaries in the Church, they rarely played important roles in the church organisation. Perhaps this is in accordance to Paul’s declaration that women should not be allowed to speak in church.  [2:  Ibid pp. 11] 

It will examine the work of Sue Morgan’s Women, Religion and Feminism in Britain, 1750-1900 which are series of essays that explores women’s historical discourse in a traditional dominant heterosexual and patriarchal world and how they have come to their full spiritual potential. The book discusses issues such as the dominant symbol of femininity; motherhood as the designated role as saviour of humanity, female education and moral reforms as well as sexuality. Pat Holden’s Women’s Religious Experience: Cross-Cultural Perspectives uses a wider social context in the world to examine how far women have in terms of social significance. Holden Explores the traditional symbolism of what being ‘feminine’ means to women and the society. This symbolism shows how women are required to be obedient, gentle, pure and innocent. The theme of submission is a great symbolism in the lives of women as they are required to submit right from when they are born, in their marriage and until their deaths. It also explores the theme of how women are morally responsible for, household obligations as well as their children, this shows a very glaring disparity between the roles of men and women.  Holden uses case studies in exploring how women are treated in various religions. 
Women and Religion in England 1500-1720 by Patricia Crawford explores how the cultural disruptions of a chaotic and challenged reformation was affected by women. Crawford explores the study of the female gender in the religious context to enhance our understanding of them in history. The book explores the significant of religion to the present-day women by focusing their roles in history and how the social context of how the women claimed to right to get their voices heard in church. It talks about the Quaker movement and how women transcended the beliefs on always being in an inferior position and went on to profoundly change history.  
[footnoteRef:3]Women have come to realise that they are not as incapable as they are being portrayed in history. The influence of the stereotypes of a good woman has a great impact on how women continued to exhibit the essential elements of inferiority, passivity and dependence remained constant whilst the negative construction of the female biology influenced their roles at a social level. However, contemporary women realised that some women despite these biologic complexities are more intelligent and capable than men and they strove to break the social expectations for women barrier. According to Crawford, women were active participants in the religious change of the sixteenth century. She suggests that women had more influence in the protestant household than they did in their catholic counterparts. Since protestants were great advocates of individualism. They however, strongly supported the teachings of a family with patriarchal authority. This is basically like relegating women back to their past states of always being weak and waiting on men. The protestants probably supported this because they detested the catholic way of worshiping the ‘Holy Virgin Mary’. [3:  Ibid pp. 10] 

In conclusion, women’s search for meaning and comfort in life rather than being relegated to the kitchen and bed has led them to shed the stereotypically labelled feminine weakness, to venture outside their so called ‘natural disposition’ and affect social and religious change. 
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