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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What are the advantages and disadvantages of Online Child Abuse Activist Groups (OCAGs) and should Police forces work with them in detecting and apprehending potential child abusers? 

INTRODUCTION:

With the ease of accessibility to social media over the last several years vigilante groups that focus on luring potential paedophiles to public places with the belief they will be meeting an underage child for sex. This is done by entering online chat rooms posing as an underage child and actively seeking out and engaging with people until they can find someone who is willing to engage, and the conversation turns sexual. When confronted by the OCAG they are usually shown printed logs of these conversations and asked to explain with the interaction being posted online to sites such as Facebook. (Purshouse, 2020).

A brief look at one such OCAGs profile on Facebook “Dark Justice” shows that their last video was viewed by two thousand nine hundred people, and on Twitter they have a following of over five thousand people (Dark Justice,2023). With these numbers it shows a public interest to some degree, and by analysing their methods, looking deeper into the people they “capture” and studying the legal and ethical issues around these groups I can get a better understanding that can assist policing forces in gaining a better understanding of these groups. 

While reading background information on this topic I found papers covering the topic as a whole (Frampton 2020) and CPS guidelines around cases involving OCAGs (CPS 2020) as well as the social media page of one of the frequently mentioned groups “Dark Justice”





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

From my research I want to answer:

What are OCAGs doing that is positive (Criminal detection, Prosecution, Conviction) 
What are OCAGs doing that is negative (Entrapment, Types of people who are “Caught”) 
What are the ethical issues in relation to the methods of OCAGs
What would be the ethical issues if Police forces worked closer with these groups?



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

While reading background information on this topic I found papers covering the topic as a whole (Frampton 2020) and CPS guidelines around cases involving OCAGs (CPS 2020) as well as the social media page of one of the frequently mentioned groups “Dark Justice”



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will predominantly be using both academic and social media sources. I have arranged an attachment with the Police Online Investigations Teams (POLIT) where I will be able to get first-hand experience working with officers whose main role is to detect, collect evidence and eventually arrest paedophiles. While there I can gather more information from a Policing viewpoint of OCAGs and their role in criminal justice. Given the nature of my topic around child abuse I will also be seeking an attachment with Public Protection Unit (PPU) so I can see what safeguarding measures would usually be put in place for the protection of child abuse victims, and also what measures are put in place to protect suspects from the public. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

As part of my research I will seek attachments to specialist units who work with victims of child abuse, and the suspects who are suspected to be guilty of child abuse. While working with these teams I will be seeking perspectives from them. These expert views will assist best with answering my objective questions. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

While working with the POLIT team I will be subject to viewing evidence of real child abuse victims. If discussing any of these cases I will need to be careful not to disclose any personal information. 

As part of my research, I will be viewing “Paedophile Hunter” videos. This may present ethical issues as many of these videos are monetised meaning I am potentially rewarding the groups for carrying out ethically and legally ambiguous activities. 

	TIME SCALE:

Due to the nature of working with a response unit in a busy area, the attachments are not guaranteed and knowing an exact time for these attachments will likely be short notice. If I do get to work with these teams it will be for a period of 6 days. 
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