This essay is going to compare education in Somalia with education in Wales and the UK (United Kingdom). There will be a focus on the differentiation in treatment between genders and particularly the UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child) and the ACRWC (African Charter for the Rights and Welfare of the Child) Articles 11 and 16, as according to Unicef, Somalia is reported to have the highest rate of FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) in the world with a reported 98% of girls and young women being victim to FGM. (2015, No Page Number Listed)
Somalia, officially the Federal Republic of Somalia, is a country located in the Horn of Africa.  Somalia borders Kenya, Djibouti and Ethiopia by land and Yemen by Sea. Somalia has the longest coastline on Africa's mainland, and its terrain consists mainly of plains. The climate of Somalia is hot all year round with irregular rainfall. The official languages are Somali and Arabic.
According to Hassig et al the top exports of Somalia are sheep and goats, seconded by cattle and other animals. Sugar cane, coconuts and bananas make up a smaller but valuable percentage of Somalia’s of export each year. (2008, P36-38)   Alongside Kenya and Ethiopia, Somalia are also one of the world’s largest producers of Frankincense and Myrrh. 
Whilst the Central Bank of Somalia report exports of $270 million per year, the International Monetary Fund data suggests that they remain one of the poorest countries in the world, not even ranking in a list of 187 Countries. The United Kingdom ranked 26th most affluent country in their 2017 data.
Welsh government statistics currently note that men live to an average of 77.8 years and women 82.2. (WAG/Statistics 2011/12)  Somalia statistics sourced from Unicef report that life expectancy in Somalia is a much lower 48.0 Years with Hassig et al similarly reporting a life expectancy for men of 48.5 years and women 50.3 years of age.  Both suggest that this is due to the high infant and child mortality rate, poor nutrition and hazardous working conditions Somali’s face. (Unicef, 2015) (Hassig et al, 2008, P55)
The league of Nations was formed in 1924 implementing of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child.  This charter was designed to ensure that the entire world raises and maintains the health and safety of children not solely their families or communities.  Following WWII The United Nations replaced League of Nations and the first draft of the UNCRC was written. UNCRC was re-written in 1989.    92 Countries, including Africa and the UK signed up to the UNCRC. The ACRWC was written in 1990. Both these charters state that every child has a right to receive an education.
In Somalia, following more than two decades of conflict, Unicef (2015) report that an entire generation of Somali children have been denied access to any real form of education. Similarly, Gardner and El Bushra report that more than a decade of Civil War has severely affected any child’s prospect of entering any kind of formal education with little or no chance of completing a primary school education. (2004, P11) Unicef (2015) also report that Somalia has one of the world’s lowest enrolment rates for primary school aged children with only 30% of children reported to be in school.  Less than half of this 30% are female. UNESCO note that during the period of 2000-2015 Sub-Saharan Africa was the region left furthest behind with the slowest progress towards equality or education for all, increasing from 82 to 84 girls for every 100 boys attending primary school. (2015, P17) In comparison Wales in 2016/17 had 98.5 percent of pupils attending primary school and 96% of pupils attending secondary school.  Persistent absenteeism has been noted as more common among pupils entitled to free school meals or with special educational needs (SEN).  Overall absence rates are also reported to be higher among pupils entitled to free school meals or with SEN. (gov.wales, 2017)  Estyn (2015) report that primary school education has increased from 93% in 2009/10 to 94.8% in 2013/14. I have been unable to source more recent figures.  The statistics for Secondary Schools in Wales from Estyn are that in 2012/13 92.6% of all secondary school aged children were in full-time education.

Children in Somalia face many barriers to attending school.  Extremely high rates of poverty in communities across Somalia make it difficult for parents to afford school fees. Unicef (2015) report that in many areas, parents were required to make a financial contribution to their children’s education with poverty remaining one of the key reasons provided by parents for their children being unable to attend school.  In 2011 the Somalian government declared free primary public education, however have been unable to fulfil this policy due to being unable to withstand the financial running costs, teacher salaries or provide suitable locations for schools. The authorities have also had great difficulty in retaining teachers at the salaries the government can afford to pay. This has led to thousands of pupils being left in educational limbo as since the declaration of free education in 2011.  Parents no longer being required to or being able to afford to pay for schooling and government unable to provide the funds or services required for schools to run. (Unicef, 2015) Hassig et al comment on the collapse of the education system due to the civil war, reporting on the attack on the teacher training centre in the Somalian capital of Mogadishu. They report that the conflict led to the teacher training centre becoming leading to a refugee centre causing the eventual collapse of teacher training. (2008, P70) Gardner and El Bushra comment on the conflict, describing how violent attacks and crime destroyed the capital city of Mogadishu.  They expand by noting that in the first year of conflict up to 500’000 people died, including 300’000 children. (2004, P6)                    Children in Wales do not experience anything like this conflict and are generally encouraged to attend school. Parents can be fined or prosecuted if their children do not attend. There are very few groups or communities in the UK that do not attend school.  The traveller community are most predominant group of absentees, however the local authority in which I am based has an ambitious action plan for ESDGC from 2011-2026 which includes expansion of current gypsy-traveller sites to meet needs of growing traveller families who wish for their children to attend a permanent school setting. (Reference Provided on Reference Page)

Post conflict schools in Somalia did not begin to re-open until 1996, however Hassig et al report that in 2006 there were still only 26% of children enrolled in primary school education. They expand by discussing the positive impact agencies such as UNICEF, UNESCO and SACB (Somali Aid Coordination Body) are having by continuously working to re-establish effective education throughout Somalia.  They note that in 2003 a pilot mentoring project for 1751 new teachers was implemented. (2008, P71)
Girls’ participation in education is consistently lower than that for boys. A survey conducted by Unicef in 2006 showed that only 25 per cent of women aged 15 to 24 were literate. According to Hassig et al, in 2001 only 26% of women in Somalia were literate. They also acknowledge and report on the fact that Somalia still has the highest rate of FGM in the world. They report that more than 90% of women still undergo this practice. (2008, P70) Unicef report this figure to be higher. They note that as a society, Somali women are still expected to be submissive to men. (2015) In Wales it is reported that although girls are absent from school more than boys, this is not a significant gap. It is now less than 2% with WAG reporting that the gap has been narrowing since 2013/14 and continues to do so. (WAG, 2018)
Other barriers to education reported by Hassig et al (2008) and Unicef (2015) consist of the low availability of sanitation facilities, including separate latrines or toilet facilities for girls. A lack of female teachers, less than 20 per cent of primary-school teachers in Somalia are reported to be women. Safety concerns and social norms that favour boys’ education are also suggested as factors that are inhibiting parents from enrolling their daughters in school.  Gardner and El Bushra report that from birth, boys and girls are treated differently in Somalia.  They describe the cultural celebrations of a healthy live birth. For the arrival of a son, this is marked with the slaughter of two animals whereas only one animal is slaughtered for the birth of a daughter and only of a high standing family. (2004, P9) 
In Somalia, many children attending primary school start school much later than the recommended starting age of 6, there are also significant numbers of ‘secondary age’ children (14-17 years old) attending primary school as barriers such as conflict, poverty, family needs and lack of provision have prevented them from attending or completing primary school education when they should have.          The United Nations Populations Fund report the Nomadic population of Somalia to be 3,186,965. (2014, P56) Alongside the barriers to education described above, the Nomadic population also include barriers such as distance and livestock commitments. Formal schooling for children has been taken up by just 22 per cent of Nomadic children, with enrolment slightly higher among boys than girls. (2014, P61)  UNESCO comment on the difficulties demographic parameters can have on children accessing education, which they report is a major impact on countries’ ability to reach their educational targets. (2015, P21) 
The international community comprising of governments from 164 countries, non-government organisations and representatives from regional groups assembled in Dakar, Senegal, in April 2000 to set an agenda for making progress in education to 2015. These nations adopted a Framework for Action, known as The Dakar Framework to deliver Education for All (EFA) targets. The EFA Global Monitoring Report (2015) has scrutinised progress on an annual basis towards the EFA targets set in 2000.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alongside the UNCRC, The Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African Union penned the ACRWC.  This was created due to the unique factors and needs of African children such as their exposure to conflict, natural disasters, specific cultural and traditional beliefs and socio-economic status. (1990, Page Unknown) The charter includes Article 11 – Every Child has the right to an Education, including sub-section (c) of that right which states ‘’the preservation and strengthening of positive African morals, traditional values and cultures’’.  Article 14 - Every child has the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing and health. This includes the provision of nutritious food, safe drinking water and adequate health care.  
Article 15 - Children should be protected from all forms of economic exploitation and from performing work that is likely to be dangerous or be detrimental to their physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development including subsection (a) ’’To provide through legislation a minimum age for beginning every employment’’.  Article 16 - Children should be protected from all forms of torture, inhumane or degrading treatment. This includes physical or mental injury, abuse, neglect or maltreatment including sexual abuse.  Article 21 Governments should do what they can to prevent harmful social and cultural practices such as child marriage that affect the welfare and dignity of children, and Article 31 The Responsibility of the Child.  Every child shall have responsibilities towards his family and society, the State and other legally recognized communities and the international community. This right also includes subsection (a) 
‘’to work for the cohesion of the family, to respect his parents, superiors and elders at all times and to assist them in case of need.’’  and (d) ‘’to preserve and strengthen African cultural values in his relations with other members of the society, in the spirit of tolerance, dialogue and consultation and to contribute to the moral well-being of society.’’ (1990, Page Unknown)
Somalia signed up to the ACRWC on 01.06.1991, however have not ratified or upheld all of the rights or responsibilities stated by the charter.                         See Appendix B for a Map of the African Nations and their current position regarding the ACRWC.
[bookmark: _Hlk513650695]Several new legislations and protocols incorporated by and relating to the ACRWC have been entered into force in Africa since 1990. This includes the ‘Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa.’ (ACHPR, Date Unknown) The Women’s Rights Protocol came into force on 25.11.2005 and has been ratified by 36 of the 54 African Nations. Some of the Articles in that protocol are Article 2 - Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. 
This Article states that all parties should consider gender perspective in new policy decisions, legislations and take positive and corrective action where discrimination continues to occur. Educate men and women on acceptable behaviour towards women in the workplace and society.  Article 4 - The Rights to Life, Integrity and Security of the Person.  This article stated that every woman shall be entitled to respect for her life, her integrity and her security as a person in society. 
‘’All forms of exploitation, cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment and treatment shall be prohibited.  This includes all violence against women, including unwanted or forced sex whether the violence takes place in private or public.’’   
This protocol also highlights the issue FGM in Article 5 - Elimination of Harmful Practices which for the first time specifically addresses 
‘’prohibition, through legislative measures backed by sanctions, of all forms of female genital mutilation, scarification, medicalisation and para-medicalisation of female genital mutilation and all other practices in order to eradicate them’’ (ACHPR, Date Unknown)
McFarlane and Dorkenoo (2015 P12) report that FGM is believed to be a religious requirement by some Muslim populations who practise it. They report that FGM is not mentioned in the Quran and that the majority of muslims worldwide do not condone or practice FGM.    They expand by explaining recurring themes for the justification of FGM within practising communities such as reduing the sexual desire of women in order to conform to cultural and social expectations surrounding their moral conduct, an increase in marriageability of girls and family ‘honour’. (2015, P12) McFarlane and Dorkenoo also report an alleged belief in FGM practising communities, describing girls and women who have not undergone FGM as having an increased sexual appetite which has to be controlled to prevent bringing dishonour or shame to families. (2015, P12) They report that this practice has no health benefits, however causes potentially fatal health risks to those who are forced to endure it. 
These risks are present at the time of the procedure and can re-occur later in life during experiences such as intercourse and childbirth. Complications are reported to include injury to adjacent organs, urine retention and infection, severe pain, shock, haemorrhage and the possibility of death. Unicef reports that reasons for women consenting to procedures like FGM are possibly due to this practice playing an important role in their acceptance within the community and the respect themselves and their families face losing if they do not undergo the procedure. Unicef also report that some cultural practices are considered sacred with any member of the community who violates them or fails to partake in them considered outcasts or outsiders. (2015, No Page Number Listed)
The origin of FGM practice is not clear although one theory is that it allegedly originated in Egypt prior to spreading Africa. Other theories include the practice  began with the arrival of Islam before spreading across other religions and cultures. FGM has been alleged to ensure virginity before marriage and fidelity after marriage. It is also reported to initiate a girl into womanhood and increase male sexual pleasure. Currently, Africa has the highest number of FGM cases. (Unicef, 2015, No Page Number Listed) Appendix A highlights the practice of FGM according to country.
FGM violates a number of human rights principles, including the values of equality and discrimination based on gender. It is considered as a form of violence against girls and women and a form of child abuse when it is practiced on women under the age of 18. In the United Kingdom (UK) under the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003, it is a criminal offence for a UK national permanent resident of the UK to in any way mutilate the whole or any part of a girl’s genitals, either her in the UK or overseas, however there has currently never been a successful prosecution on the issue. The above 2003 Act provides anonymity for victims of FGM and prohibits the failure to protect women from FGM.  Following this act, it also became a mandatory reporting duty for regulated health and social care professionals such as nurses and midwives to report known cases of FGM in under 18s to the police and social services. 
The Government document, Multi-Agency Practice Guidelines on FGM suggests that many British girls living in minority ethnic communities in the United Kingdom are taken abroad to their family’s country of origin during periods such as the school summer or Christmas holidays to undergo FGM, however there is no concrete data on the current number of girls and women that this has happened to. (P13/14) There are no reports to suggest that any British woman in the UK of a white ethnicity have experienced FGM.  
According to the home office, Somalia received the largest value of DFID bilateral humanitarian assistance (£79m in 2011/12), followed by Pakistan (£59m).  Somalia ranked 9th in terms of overall receipt of DFID bilateral assistance. Somalia are also reported receive aid from other nations in the EU. (Date Unknown)
Despite receiving financial aid, Somalia continues to struggle to make significant progress in an Education for All.  UNICEF Somalia is working towards developing not only educational provision, but to provide alternative education, deliver basic skills development to youth groups who have not completed education and provide basic literacy to women.  Low rates of enrolment and attendance at school alongside issues such as gender disparity and demographic challenges continue to hinder development in Somalia. (Unicef, 2015)
At the time of publication, Gardner and El Bushra report that the TNG (Transitional National Government) and IGAD (Inter-Governmental Agency on Development) report that the peace process initially formed in the year 2000 is successfully working towards a future free from the levels of violence previously experienced. The government of 69 members now includes women and members from minority clans and groups. (2004, P6)
‘There has been tremendous progress across the world since 2000 – but we are not there yet. Despite all efforts by governments, civil society and the international community, the world has not achieved Education for All.’ (UNESCO, 2015, Foreward
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Appendix A
A Questionable Tradition : Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting By Country
	Rank
	Country
	Percentage of girls and women aged 15 to 49 years who have undergone FGM/C

	1
	Somalia
	98%

	2
	Guinea
	96%

	3
	Djibouti
	93%

	4
	Egypt
	91%

	5
	Eritrea
	89%

	6
	Mali
	89%

	7
	Sierra Leone
	88%

	8
	Sudan
	88%

	9
	Gambia
	76%

	10
	Burkina Faso
	76%

	11
	Ethiopia
	74%

	12
	Mauritania
	69%

	13
	Liberia
	66%



(Unicef, 2015)




Appendix B
Ratification Map (African Commission of Human and People’s Rights)
[image: Ratification Map]

Countries highlighted in Green are signed up to the ACRWC and have upheld those rights.
Countries highlighted in Yellow are signed up to, however have not yet ratified all of the rights. (This includes Somalia)
Countries shaded Lilac are countries or states that have not yet signed up to the ACRWC.
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