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The aims of the dissertation are:

(i) To employ a comparative case study research design to study regulatory processes in Islamic moral economy. 
(ii) Select case studies of halal certification schemes in the food sector. 

(iii) To develop a preliminary typology for the analysis of regulatory variety in Islamic moral economy. 
The objective of the project is to develop answers to three interconnected questions of authority, hybridity, and scale in regulating Islamic moral economy: 

(i)
Authority: What are the regulatory mechanisms involved in rules and standards that claim authority from the maqasid?

(ii)
Hybridity: What is the relationship between Islamic authority mechanisms and other, non-Islamic, regulatory mechanisms in global governance regimes?

(iii)
Scale: What are the conditions for the viability of transnational Islamic moral economy regulatory regimes? 



	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The notion of Islamic moral economy (IME) provides a diagnosis of crises and failures in contemporary capitalism and provokes debates about varieties of political economy within Islam (Choudhury 1992; Choudhury and Bhatti 2016; Tripp 2006; Jan and Asutay 2019). The concept seeks to describe, analyse, and prescribe how Muslims should respond to capitalism as well as inspire alternative solutions to the problem of scarcity (Auda 2008, 2021; Esposito and Delong-Bas 2018; Jan and Asutay 2019). 
Although IME shares characteristics with recent ethical models of responsible business in stressing community and society (Ali 2014; Lever and Fischer 2018), the concept has a much longer lineage rooted in traditions of Islamic thought from the 7th century Madinian polity onwards. This ideal model has served as an inspiration for regulation and governance throughout Islamic history. In the centuries after the Prophet and the Rashidun, various forms of maqasid al-shari’ah were developed as the superordinate goals of Islamic society from the Qur’an and the Sunnah and these continue to inspire, inform and guide regulation of contemporary economic activity in the Islamic world, involving sectors with substantial international trade such as food (al-Ghazali 2015; Alatas 2006; Auda 2008, 2021). 

There were forms of policy transfer of economic development models from the Islamic world to the West from the late medieval through to the Renaissance period and even into the Enlightenment. Crucially, the values, structures and practices of contemporary Islamic moral economy have a strong Islamic foundation of knowledge from the Islamic Golden Age period that was later built upon by Western authors, including Enlightenment scholars who directly used Islamic work in their studies, such as Averroes (Ibn Rushd) and Avicenna (Ibn Sina). There is now a significant literature on this transmission of knowledge in the various ‘mirrors of princes’ textbooks produced by viziers, such as Nizam al-Mulk, Ibn Zafar, Ibn Arabi and Al-Ghazali, on the values and use of the economy to advance moral and religious development and in the many responsibilities and obligations those in economic organisations have to the rest of society.

In response to the rise of regulation as a central feature of contemporary economic governance, academic literatures on regulatory capitalism, responsive regulation and voluntary self-regulation have burgeoned (Braithwaite 2008; Coglianese and Mendelson 2010; Guidi et al 2020). Despite empirical work on Islamic finance (el-Hawary et al 2004; Ercanbrack 2011, 2015, 2019), Islamic moral economy has received relatively little sustained attention in these literatures. This absence is significant for two reasons: first, the size of the global Islamic economy, estimated at well over US$2trn of consumption and US$3.6trn of Islamic financial assets (DinarStandard 2022); second, the theoretical challenges that Islamic moral economy, built on the maqasid al-shari’ah presents to contemporary economic regulation. 
The dissertation will investigate the regulatory roles of the following in the halal food industry: 
a. International intergovernmental organisations like the WTO, GCC, the Arab League, and ASEAN 
b. National policies from governments in Muslim-majority countries
c. International civil society actors such as such as: the International Union of Muslim Scholars and European Council of Fatwa and Research, the Muslim Council of Elders; the International Islamic Fiqh Academy of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
d. Large multinational companies involved in halal food export.
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