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Poster Presentations Learning Development Service

What this workbook covers

This practical workbook will help you to put together a well-designed, academic poster presentation
in Microsoft PowerPoint or any number of other graphic design software packages. The advice
given in this workbook is not software specific — it is simply a number of practical pointers to con-
sider when creating posters.

If you are considering using Microsoft PowerPoint to create a poster presentation, consider looking
at our two workbooks - Introduction to PowerPoint: 1. Oral Presentations and Introduction to Pow-
erPoint: 2. Poster Presentations.

By the end of this workbook you should be able to:

e Understand what academic content to include in a poster

e Use an appropriate amount of text

e Correctly format that text

e Prepare and use images, tables and charts

e Design the poster’s layout

e Choose an appropriate colour scheme
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Getting Started

At Queen’s University, you may be asked to produce a poster on which you will be assessed. Posters
can be a useful way to communicate information in an unambiguous and visually attractive way. Ac-
ademic posters summarise information on a research topic and act as way to deliver that infor-
mation and thereby stimulate discussion.

Poster assessment usually considers two things — the content and structure of the poster and the
organisation and presentation of the information.

Examples of Poster Presentations

Posters like the two shown below are typical examples of academic posters. They are large format
(usually printed on Al or AO paper) and they have other design and presentation conventions associ-
ated with them.

Elite women and material culture B v
in Ireland, 1760-1840 e v o

Set in the context of international research on domestic material culture and consumption, this A0 woridiof goods
project addresses the question of how elite women in Ireland engaged with the world of goods and
shaped and experienced their homes. Material culture is taken here to include the buildings they
inhabited and the objects they acquired, used, made, bequeathed and gave as gifts.

Building and Desgnandceaity
remodelling the e et ety o
.
countrly house ind i e Ny o
Architectural N‘;’ ‘“‘i.h. * Access o publications MO
house to a malke patron and his ancient wodd Women 1o
absent from sources employed ncodlassical ; 3
historians. This * Material evidence can be crocal in ¥ 3
research uses altemativesources A P . L Experiences of the domestic interior
bcﬂ&hM“uﬂldmmhMI rerbaib oo ol
th a buildings
was a much more collaborative process. bt ?ﬁmﬁd Casthe /
Astrim, where 10 Robert Adarn's |
Networks and travel desigrs dusing her son's esineity. The material world of widows
S P o i Expenditure and supervision
* Keas and drawn from houses « Landlonds ooy absent from Keish for
owned. mahnt?:v periods and wives s buikding projects
be used such m“'—“r“‘_ | managing builders. DA P s s
':-*-I i l'-‘v' . :-m-d:::mdd‘lkb“m
e R g ik female,several of the cibe . ;
2 rpacied oy """':‘“ ek pheecd The symbalic value of objects
and Tesponse 10 Inveraray, than their husbands and urged them 1o
thﬁhhw- mhq;m;m Y the
- T 2 s ;
= A,
tﬂdu s ﬁnhhkgnlh-wc:hi

Ruth Thorpe — School of History and Anthropology — 2014
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Poster Presentations

Plasmas in Conducting Liquids:
Formation Mechanism and Production of

Reactive Species for Biomedical Application

Lucas Schaper (Ischaper0! @qub.ac.uk, second year PhD student, supervised by W.G. Graham)
Cantre for Plasma Physics, School for Mathematics and Physics, EPS
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Lucas Schaper — School of Mathematics and Physics — 2009

Academic Content

The content of a poster could be considered as something akin to a short story about a certain piece
of academic work or research. The content should describe a few major points while encouraging
the reader to explore the research in greater depth at a later stage.
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The Structure of a Poster

When reporting on a piece of work or research within an academic poster, the structure of the
poster might resemble that of a report. It should have a clear beginning, middle and end and should
group related information together.

A poster could be planned in a similar way to a report. The main sections of the poster could be
listed as follows with a few bullet points beneath each section heading outlining the main ideas to be

covered —
1. Title
2. Introduction
3. Methods
4. Results
5. Discussion
6. Conclusion
7. References

This kind of structure should help the content of the poster to flow in a logical order.

Audience
The content of a poster will also vary depending on who the audience is likely to be.

It may well be that those consuming the information within the poster is just a general audience
with no particular attachment to the discipline being explored within the poster. If this is the case,
the content of the poster should assume that the audience has only a general knowledge of the
topic being covered. This kind of poster should avoid jargon and very subject specific language. It
should instead concentrate on basic descriptions only.

Alternatively, the audience may well be specialists in a similar discipline to that being outlined in the
poster. If this is the case, the content can dive a little deeper into the topic but, again, very specific
language or jargon should be avoided where possible.

Finally, it may well be that the audience are experts in the discipline being discussed. In this case,
it’s reasonable to use technical or discipline specific language as the audience is likely to have a high
level of knowledge in the subject area.
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Poster Presentations

Using Text

Learning Development Service

Using an Appropriate Amount of Text

Once the structure of the content of the poster has been planned out and the audience established,
it will be important to trim the content down to a reasonable amount.

Posters are designed for visual consumption and often direct the reader to a larger body of work or

research that they can digest in their own time.

As such, the text within the poster should be short and succinct enough to hold the reader’s atten-
tion while still conveying the main points of the topic.

As a general rule, the amount of text used on a poster should be between 300 and 500 words.

The two examples below show what 300 words and 500 words might look like.

A 300 Word Poster

g elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis

strud exerci tation ullamcorper ipit lobortis
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
e molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu
at vero eros et accumsan et
luptatum
ugue duis dolore te feugait nulla
facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod
mazim placerat facer possim assum.

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus

s qui facit ecrum claritatem.
Investigatio lemonstraverunt lectores legere
me lius quod ii legunt saepius. Clarit etiam
proc s dynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem

consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare guam

Iittera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum claram,

anteposuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. Eodem
modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur parum clari,
fiant sollemnes in futurum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer

ng elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliguam
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, g
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis

/el eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
ie consequat, vel illum dolore eu
s et accumsan et

se mole

qui blandit praesent luptatum
augue duis dolore te feugait nulla

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod
mazim placerat facer p
habent claritatem in £ usi 5
qui facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes
demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod it
legunt saepius.
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A 500 Wo

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut lacreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, g

nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper su:

nisl ut aliquip e: commeodo con

autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
velit esse molestie con

feugiat nulla fa at vero eros et accumsan et
justo odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum
zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla

fz Nam liber tempor cum soluta nol leifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod

mazim placerat facer possim assum.

d Poster

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus
ui facit eorum claritatem.

gationes demonstraverunt lectors

me lius quod ii

legere
unt saepius. Claritas est etiam
processus dynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem
consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare quam
littera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum claram,
anteposuerit arum formas humanitatis per
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. Eodem
meodo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur parum clari,
fiant sollemnes in futurum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con tuer
g sed diam nonummy r
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat

euismod

volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam

nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis

nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis

autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate

velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim
placerat facer possim assum. Typi non habent
claritatem insita s qui facit
eorum claritatem. Investigationes demonstraverunt
lectores legere me lius quod ii legunt saepius.

usus legentis

Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus, qui

sequitur mutationem consuetudium lectorum.
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, quam nunc
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum
formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis
videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis
nisl ut aliquip ex ea commedo consequat. Duis
autern vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum delore eu
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum
zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla
facilisi.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eler
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod m
placerat fac:

Typi non h

Investigationes demonstraverunt lectore

me lius quod i

processus dynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem
consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare gquam
littera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum claram,
anteposuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. Eodem
modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur parum clari,
fiant sollemnes in futurum.

Cutting Down the Amount of Text

If, after consideration, there is too much text on a poster, there are a few points that could be con-
sidered in order to trim it down.

1. The text on a poster should tell a story of what the work or research is about. If, after a sec-
ond reading, there are tangents in that story or unnecessary pieces of detail, these could be
removed.

2. A poster should not simply be a large-sized version of the actual work being discussed. It
should point the reader to the more exhaustive body of work without covering every detail
of it.

3. Some posters can be adapted directly from an abstract although, unlike the abstract, it will
be supported with graphics and other visual aids.
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Poster Presentations

Styling Text

Learning Development Service

Text within a poster should be formatted in such a way that it is visually striking but easy to read. It

should also be consistent throughout with identical textual styles used in the same contexts.

Graphic designers recommend that all text that performs the same function should be formatted in

exactly the same way — for example, all Headings should look exactly the same.

There are a few guidelines to follow when formatting the different parts of a poster —

e The Title should be big and bold so that people can read it from a distance. For an Al docu-
ment, the Title should be at least size 96 pts.

e Main Headings should be adjusted so that they are the second largest text on the poster.

This will help readers clearly identify the various sections of the poster. A font size of around

40 pts is usually recommended.

e The text of the Introductory Paragraph can be slightly larger than that of other paragraphs.

This highlights the introduction to readers and hopefully draws them in to the poster.

e Most of the text on the poster can be classified as Body text. It should be all the same size

and should be readable from two metres away. Body text should be around 24 pts in size.

Main Head-
ings are sec-
ond biggest
font sizes

Text in Intro-

ductory Para-

graph is big-

ger than other

Body text

The Title is the biggest font size on the poster

Title

Main Heading

Lorerm ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer

adipiscng &l i

euismod tin

aliquam &

mininm ve

ullameorper suscipit lcbortis nisl ut aliquip
modo consequ iz autem wel

WETT EM05
issimm oui

blandit t luptatum zzril delenit

sugue duis dolors te feugsit nulla fac

MNam liber tempor cum soluta

option congue nihil imperdist

qud mazim placerat facer

Main Heading
.

ypi non habent claritatern insimm; et usus
i facit earum claritatem.
emonstrmvenunt lectores legene
legunt saepius. Claritns est ctiam
yamicLs, qui sequitur mutatiorem
consuetudum bectorum. Mirum est notare quam
ra gothica, quam Aunc putamus parum claram,
it [itt=rarum formas. humanitatis per
ule quarta decima =t quinta decima. Ecdem
: 5 vid emtur parum clari,
Furturum.

urn dolone eu
accurnsan et
nt |uptatum
delenit augue duis dolare t= feugait nulla
focilisi

HNam iber termpor cum soluta nobés eleifend option
e mihil i i oming id guod mazem
Tpi habert

Body text is big enough to be
read from two metres away.

rism claram, anteposuent
formas humanitatis per seaculs quarta decima et
quinta decima. Ecdem moda typ, gqui nunc nokis

cetier
nibh euismod

re-deldor in hendrerit in vulputats
lum dolare ew

Mam liber t=mpor cum soluta nobis =leifend opticn
congue nihil t doming id quod mazim
placerat facer b

littera gothica, quam nunc ps

anteposuert |itteranurm form

s=acula quarts decimy

moda typi, qui nunc nobis vidertur parum clari,
fir at sollemnes in futurem,
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When determining which font to use within a poster, it is important to consider that different fonts
have different characteristics and different purposes. Some are designed to be quirky and interest-
ing but these fonts are often hard to read from a distance. Others may seem bland but, in reality,
they are the easiest to read, especially at a distance.

Typically, the best font to use on a poster would be a Sans-serif font like Arial or Helvetica. A Sans-
serif font is one that doesn’t have little embellishing features called serifs at the end of letter
strokes. These serif embellishments on the letters within a font can often make text more difficult
to read.

AaBDCC  saseritron
AaBbCc seron

AaBb C C Serif Font (with serifs in red)

e David Remahl - 2004

Similarly, Script fonts, designed to replicate handwriting styles are often completely illegible, espe-
cially at a distance. These should be avoided when designing posters.

Arial Verdana Bruch Senipt
Arial Bold Verdana Bold Bhusk Sonipt Bold

1234 1234 1zs4

Use a maximum of two fonts when creating a poster. Any more than this is confusing for the reader.

As a final, general rule, avoid using jtalics, underlining and CAPITAL LETTERS in a poster. Bold styling
is fine as it can draw attention to important elements.

Grouping Sections of Text

In any poster presentation, text which belongs together should be kept together. To put this an-
other way, it should be perfectly clear which Heading fits with which paragraph and so on.
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Poster Presentations
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Depending on how a poster is structured, it can be hard for a reader to pick out how sections in the
poster flow from one to another. Grouping Headings with the correct blocks of text gives the reader

an opportunity to pick up on the organisation of the poster with greater ease.

As a general rule, Headings should not have lots of space between them and the paragraph to which
they belong. This might be good practice in a word processed document but such a document is
much easier to read as it naturally flows from top to bottom. That is not necessarily the case in a
poster so spacing should not be left between the Heading and the Body text.

No space between
Heading and Body

Title

Main Heading
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing =l i

cipit lchorti

Main Heading

Typi non hebert claritaterm insitem; est usus

emonstraverunt lectores legane

|gunt saeqius. Claritas et =tiam

ynamicus, qui sequitur mutstionem
ansuetudiumn bectorum. Mirum est natare quam

rismi charam, antEposUerit
formas humanitstis per seaculs quarta decima =t
quinta decima. Ecdem moda typ, qui nunc nokis
iderrtur parum clari, fisnt soll=mnes in futuram.
m dolar st ames, chetuer

c QUAM AUNC putamus parum clarem, sed diam nonummy nibh euismaod
modo Consequa tincdunt ut

NO Space be' iriure dolor in hendrerit i unlutpat. Lt

1 mostrisd ex

- o - nisl ut aliguip ex =a commodo consegul
tWeen Head . _"Emilr"'s el eum iriure dodor in hendrerit in wolputate
. ASSImy gl
ing and Bod t luptatum zzril delenit adipiscing = m narumemy nibh sLismod
B E ¥

gugue duis dolore te feugsit nulla fac
Mam liber tempor cum soluta
option congue nihil imperdist

tincidunt ut laor=ez dolors megna skquam zrat
volutpat. Ut wisi i
nosrud

ad mminirm veni:

quod mazim placerat facer

feugint nulla facs
usta odia dign i nt [uptatum
enit augue duis dolore t= fewgait null

Nam ler tempor
mihil i aming id guod mazm
Typi habemnt

olutn nabis dleifend option

littern gothica, quam nunc ps
anteposuerit |ittermnurmn form
s=aculs guarts decimy decim

nomA
[N

moda typi, qui nunc nobds vidzntur parum clari.
fiart sollemnes in futurem.

"

Graphics

The Graphics within a poster are what separates it from something like an abstract. They represent
something that would take much longer to describe in words. In addition, a good visual element
should be striking and grab the audience’s attention immediately, even from a great distance away.

A Graphic within a poster might be an Image, a Chart or a Table but, irrespective of the type, it
should only be included if it really supports the content being covered.
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Images

Images or Pictures should be carefully considered before being included within a poster presenta-
tion. It’s now much easier than ever to find Images to support content, simply by using popular in-
ternet search engines. Copyright legislation now allows for the use of any media content found
online provided that it is Sufficiently Acknowledged, Fair, Non-Commercial and used as lllustration
for Instruction (see Section 32 of the Copyright and Rights in Performances Regulations, 2014).

That said, it’s often not a simple as just copying and pasting an image directly into a poster presenta-
tion.

Posters will often be printed out at Al or AO size so it is important to consider how the image will
look when printed out and stretched out to a much larger size.

This picture looks fine on the It may, however, look more It will also look extremely
screen. blurry when printed out. grainy when blown up to Al or
AO size.

Images on a computer are made up of little coloured squares called Pixels. The image’s quality (also
called the Resolution) is determined by how many Pixels actually make up the picture. A factor
many consumers consider when buying modern digital cameras is the camera’s Megapixel value.
Using a 12 Megapixel camera to take a photograph will produce an image that contains twelve mil-
lion Pixels. A 12 Megapixel image can be stretch right up to 16 inches by 24 inches without degrad-
ing the image.

It’s important to consider these kinds of values when looking for appropriate images to include in a
poster. When looking at an image on an internet search engine, there will often be a size value (in
Pixels) displayed. The larger the size, the better but, as a general rule, images should probably be at
least 1600 Pixels by 1200 Pixels. This usually denotes an image that can be printed out at a size of 4
inches by 6 inches.
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Charts

When making Charts for a poster, careful consideration should be given as to how the Charts are
formatted. The default formatting for Charts created in Microsoft Office products like Excel and
PowerPoint is rarely suitable for use in a poster.

With 3D Chart layouts, it can be difficult to distinguish between the different areas of data. Simi-
larly, backgrounds placed behind the Charts can make the variations in the Chart itself seem less
stark and identifiable.

The outlines or axis of a Chart for a poster should typically be made bolder than the default setting.
Colours used within the graphic should naturally contrast and be identifiable even from some dis-
tance away.

Unsuitable Default Chart Layout and Styling

Background colour makes
it difficult to see some of CHART TITLE
the bars

Bars may look
stylish but are
harder to distin-
guish between

V Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4

W Series 1 ™ Series 2 'Seriesv

No visible axis
AXxis labels are

hard to read
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Suitable Defined Chart Layout and Styling

No background colour.
Bars stand out more
clearly

Chart Title

6

5 \

Easy to distin-
guish between the?
sets of data

X

1

V Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4

W Seriesl MSeries2 W Series3 v

AX|skcI§ar!yh . Axis labels in
Ir_nar ed with bo bold stand out
ine

better

Poster Layout

A good academic poster will be laid out in sections that form a logical order. The reading of an aca-
demic poster should flow naturally from one section to the next rather than appearing to jump ran-
domly between sections.

Often the best way to set out an academic poster is to organise it in columns. These columns can be
all the same size (also known as Symmetric) or of different sizes (Asymmetric) but either way the
reader will know that they should read down through the columns as they would in a newspaper —
from top to bottom within each column and from left to right across each column.
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Poster Presentations

An example of a Symmetric poster and how it flows

Learning Development Service

Title, authors and contact details

Introduction o

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut laocreet dolore magna
aliguam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper suscipitlabartis nisl ut aliquip
ex ea commodo to! at,
Methods e
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore

te feugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum
soluta nobis eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet

doming id quod mazim placerat facer possim

assum.

Chart

Results

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus

legentis in iis qui facit eorum claritatem.
Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores legere
me lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam
processus dynamicus, gui sequitur mutationem
consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare gquam

littera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum claram,

anteposuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. Eodem

modo typi, qui nunc nc entur parum clari,

fiant sollemnes in fu

Chart

6

4
: 1

stegory 3 Category 4

or in hendrerit ir
= consequat, vel ill

Category 1 Catego

Duis autem vel eum iri
vulputate velit esse molé
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et
accumsan et justo odio dignissim qui blandit
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore
te feugait nulla facilisi.

Discussion o
Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus, qui
sequitur mutationem consuetudium lectorum.
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, quam nunc
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum
formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
quinta decima. Eodem modao typi, qui nunc nobis
videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut lacreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis

B rper suscipit lobortis

= - onsequat.
Conclusion e

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim
placerat facer possim assum.

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus

nostrud exerci tation uj
nisl ut aliquip ex ea 52

legentis in iis qui facit eorum claritatem.
Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores legere

me lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam
processus dynamicus, oui sequitur mutationem
consuetudium lectorur

References o
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, quam nunc
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum

formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
quinta decima.

A layout like the one shown above clearly conveys the sequence of the poster to the audience be-
cause the information has been organised within a design grid.

Tools like Microsoft PowerPoint or Publisher, which are typically used to design posters, will often
have a Gridline view available, typically in a View menu. Gridlines allow designers to see that the

elements of a poster are being brought together with precision and in such a way that they are con-

ducive to reading.

The examples below show some possible layouts that might be used when designing a poster.
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Symmetric Landscape Layout -

Asymmetric Landscape Layout -

Title, authors

and contact details

Title, authors and contact details

Processus dynamicus, quisequitur mutagonem

Wwipate ve esse molestis consequat, ve flum
dolore au feugiat nulla feciisis 3t vero aros ot

2 feugaic nulla faciis,

quam nunc
putarmus parum claram, antapasueri itserarum
formas humanitais per sescula quarta decima &6

auints decimz.

catzgary 1 catsgory 2 Catsgory 2

d

Introduction Results Discussion Introduction Discussion
Lorem psum dlor st st consectetuer Lorem ipsum dolor sitamet, g et 520 oiam euismod i
3 it ecqit tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, sequitur mutationem consuetudium lectorur
B e T FomaE quis nostrud exerc tation ullzmcorper suscipit obortis nisl Ut aliquip ex &2 commodo Do ey w":i;:;u:"m
aliquam erat velutpat. Ut wisi enim ad consequat. formas humaritatis per sescula quarts dedima et
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerciation Eodem modo R, qu nunc o auint decima. Eacem moda e, au unc nobiz
ulamcorper aliquip 1 rers ot viderour parum ciar, fantsollengs i futuru.
ex ea commodo consequat. b i conszctetuer Methods Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consactet
Eodk dipiscing el Du | illum delore sy it i
‘mado typi, par i 5
Methods Fiant sollemnes in futurum. volutpat. Ut wisi enirm ad i veniam, quis volutpat
e i o uamcrpr st bors pos: nostrud sxerci aton uummumm Toborss
et i 4 23 comn it s ex 3 cormenoc
wulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel ilum ch: Ire=n o4 e
e art Results
accumsan etiusta orio cigissm qui bl € ! @ .
e Conclusion ™ iz
‘te feugait nula facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum ti - Iegur P
sl nois eferd oo argus i impris Congun i e caring 4 g4 e e
Goming 0 quod mazim pacarat facer pessim placert facer possim assum. AT =
assum. | Typi mon habent claritatem insitam; est usus. o Fods hat bem claritatem insitam; st usus
I St \egmlls i s i acit orum claritter,
fonss cemonsravarunt lcrores lgsre fones demonsiraveruntlectors egere
Chart U | i iy e Chart Chart et ot g o, o ot

processus cynamicus, qui sequitur mutationem
cansustudiu lectorum,

ium est notare quem e gathics, quam nunc.
s s i ot i
formas humaritati per seacula quart decima et
quinta deim.

II References

[E—

Symmetric Portrait Layout —

Title, authors ar

¢

| contact details

Introduction

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nenummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut lacreet dolare magna
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim
veniam, guis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nis| ut aliguip ex
ea commaoda conseguat.

Methods

Duis autam vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
wulputats velit esse molestie consequat, vl llum
dolare eu feugiat nula facilisis at vero eros et
accumsan et iusta adio dignissim qui blandit praesent
Iuptatusm z2ril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait
nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nabis
eleifend option congue ni rdiet doming id
‘quod mazim placerat facer possim assum,

Results Larem ipsum dolor it amet, consectatuer adipiscing

elit, sed diam panu euismod tingidunt ut
Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis Iscrae diara magna siquam ertvolucoee. Ut i
in s qui facit e

5
:
;

i

:
Ml h
:

Catsgory 1 Catsgory 2 Catsgory 3 Catgory 4

Discussion

Claritas est etiam procassus dynamicus, qui sequitur
mutationem consuatudium lectorum. Mirum ast
notare quam littera gothica, quam nunc putamus.
parum daram, anteposuerit litterarum formas.
humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et quinta
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur
parum dari, fiant sollemnes in futurum.

demanstraverunt lectores legere me ius quod i
legunt szepius. Claritas est.

tion
wllameorper suscipit lobortis nisl Ut aliguip = &2

dynamicus, qui sequitur mutstionem consustudium
lectorum. IVirum est notare quam litters gothica,
quam nune putamus parum clarem, anteposuerit

decima et quinta decima.

Chart

Conclusion

Nam liber tempor cum solutz nobis eleifend option
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim
placerat facer possim assum.

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis.
in iis qui facit ecrum claritatem. Investigationas
demonstraverunt lectares legare me lius quod i
legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam processus
dynamicus, qui saquitur mutationem consustudium
lectorum..

References

Mirum est notare quam lirtera gothica, quam nunc
putamus parum clzram, smeposuerit litterzrum
formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima st
quinta decima.

Asymmetric Portrait Layout —

Title, authors and ¢

-ontact details

Intreduction

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing eli
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliguam erat volutpa
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nis! uf

Methods

2um iriure
e consequat, vel e

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui

blandit praesent luptstum zzril delenit augue duis dolare te

feugait nullz facilisi- Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis

eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim

placerst facer possim assum.

Results

Typi non habent dlaritatem insitam; est usus legentis

facit Eamm claritatam. Investigationes demonstraverunt

lectores gE!EmEIlus quod ii legunt saeulus Claritas est etiam
us, quisequitu

lectorum. Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, quam nunc

putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum formas

humanitatis per seacula guarta decima et quinta dedima.

Discussion
Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare quam
litrera gothica, quam nunc putamus parum claram,
‘amteposuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per sescula quana
decima et quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis
videncur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in fururum.

dolar sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed

"

dizm
magna sliquam sret velutpat. Ut wisi enim 2d minim veniam,
quis tation ullamcorper suscipit

sliquip ex =2 commada conssquat

References

Wirum est natars quam 15era £GThIca, Quar nunc putmus

jed diam nonummy nibh euismod
twisi enim ad minim veniam, quis
iquip ex ea commodo conseguat.

Chart

Chart

f
s
s
3
2
Al
0
Categary Category Category Category
1 2 3 h
Conclusion

Nam liber tempor cum soiutz nobis eleifend
‘option congue nihil imperdies doming id
quod mazim placerat facer possim assum.
Typi non habent dlaritatem insitam; est usus
legentis in fis qui fcit eorum claritstem.
Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores
legere me lius qued ii legunt ssepius. Claritas
esteti icus, qui sequitur

parum clarsi
Seacia ares ko quina decima

mutationem consuetudium lectorum.
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Colour Schemes

When choosing colours for a poster, a maximum of two to three colours will give the best overall re-
sult. Using too many colours will make the poster look chaotic while having almost no colour varia-
tion will make the whole poster seem bland.

Contrast

The most important rule when considering any colour use is to ensure that maximum Contrast is
achieved. Dark text on a dark background will simply lead to the poster being unreadable. Text
should Contrast with background elements so that it can be viewed without any trouble, especially
at a distance.

Little or no use of contrasting colours -

The black text on this dark
background is almost un-
readable

/

Good use of contrasting colours -

Title, authors and contact details

Introduction Discussion

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod  Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus, qui

tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, sequitur mutationem “"‘5“?‘“'“”"? lectorum. <
quis nostrud exerc tation ullamcorper suscipit labortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commado " e Gt e none

consequat. orr anitatis per seacula qu
e Here, the black text is
Methods wvidentur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 1
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cansectetuer . .
Duis autem vel eum irfure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate vellt esse molestle consequat, vel llum dolore eu  adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod t t d t | ht
P S s e el st || e contrasted against a lig
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend eption wolutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim v s
congue nihil imperdiet doming id qued mazim placerat facer possim assum. nastrud exerci tation ullamcorper i H H
e s m e background making it very
Results
Typl non habent claritatem Insitam; est usus lagentis In iis gui facit sorum claritatem. Investigationes Conclusion e asy to re ad
[ I ma liws quoad ii P laritas ast atiam processus dynamicus, Mam liber tempor cum soluta nobis leifend option
qui sequitur mutationem consugtudium lectorum. Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, quam aunc congue nihil iImperdiet doming Id quod mazim
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per seaculs quarta decima et quinta placerat facer possim assum.
decima. Eodem Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus.
legentis in iis qui facit eorum claritatem.
Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores legere
Chart Chart

me lius quod I legunt saeplus. Claritas est etiam
protessus dynarmicus, qui sequitur mutationem
consuetudium lectorum

References

formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 et mat

&~ & oo

/

17|Page



Similar problems can arise when using a textured background or when using an image as a back-

ground. Subtle variations throughout a background like this can make some text stand out very well

and other pieces completely illegible.

Rather than using textured backgrounds or images, it’s often better to use a plain, pastille coloured

background. These lighter colours will provide an optimal background contrast for black text.

Here, an image of
a galaxy has been
used to form the
background of a
poster

Title, authors and contact details

Introduction

Lofer ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, seddiam nonummy nibh euismod
tlncld‘unt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim vemam &
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit loboms pislut allqunp exea commodo

% consequat

" Methods : ol

Duis autem vel &um iriure dolor in hendreritin w.lputate e
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accurnsan etiustoodiod

* delenit augue duis dolore te feug:

congue nihil imperdiet domin

Results

putamus parumn dJaram, anteposuent littefarum formas humanlt atis
decmva Eodem:
.

:Chart S T _Chart

Text at the darker edges is legible but
that’s not the case in the brighter cen-
tre of the poster

Choosing a Colour Scheme

‘Discussion

Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus, qui

. sequitur miitationem consuetudium lectorum. »
. .Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, quam nunc
. putamus parum clarany, anteposuerit litterarum

forias humanitatis per seacula quarta detima et

quinta decima. Eodem motlo typi, qui nitinc nobis
ntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in gturam.

Lutem um dolur sit amet; consectetuer .

tempor cum seluta nobis e|e4fend opnon
conglie nibil imperdiet doming id quod mazim
placerat facer possim assum.
Typi non habent elaritatem insitam; est usus
legentis in iis qui facit eorum claritatem.

* Investigationes demonstraverunt lectdres legere

me lius quod 1l legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam
processus dynaimicus, qui sequitur mutationem
consuetudium‘lectorum.

References

Mirum est riotare quam littera gothica, Bt pane
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum
formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
quinta decima.

When choosing colour schemes for a poster, consider all of the various elements of the poster and

how they come together. If an image has been used in the poster, then the colours within it could be

used within the other elements of the poster. If red is an important colour, the headings could be

changed so that they also appear in red.

The example below shows how the colours used in an image within a poster might form the basis for

a colour scheme to be used throughout the whole poster.
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The main colours used in the image
are red, green, yellow and light blue

The red colour
from the image
is replicated as
a background
for the title

The two charts

make use of red,

green, yellow
and light blue

RS

The red colour is also used

in each heading

Title, authors and contact details

Introduction
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliguam erat
volutpat.

Methods

Duis autem vel eu riure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu
feuglat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te faugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quad mazim placerat facer possim assum.

Results

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis in iis qui facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes
demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus,
qui sequitur mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, guam nunc
putamus parum claram, it Ii formas h is per seacula quarta decima et quinta
decima. Eodem

Chart

6

4 I I
2 I I

0

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4

Discussion

Claritas est etiam processus dynamicus, qui
sequitur mutationem consuetudium lectorum.
Mirum est notare guam littera gothica, quam nunc
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum
formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
«quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis
videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis
nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Conclusion

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option
congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim
placerat facer possim assum.

Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus
legentis in iis qui facit eorum claritatem.
Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores legere
me lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam
processus d icus, qui sequitur mt
consuetudium lectorum.

References

Mirum est notare guam littera gothica, quam nunc
putamus parum claram, anteposuerit litterarum
formas humanitatis per seacula quarta decima et
quinta decima.

Final Steps

Poster printing can be expensive so all posters should be thoroughly proof-read before they are pro-

duced.

e Check all typing including the Title and Heading.

e Check the data being displayed in any Graphics.

e Ensure that all referencing is correct and that any Graphics taken from another source have

been properly accredited.

When ready to print, remember that large scale posters can be printed at the Computer Desk in the
McClay Library and there is charge for this service depending on the size of the poster. For more in-
formation, contact posters@qub.ac.uk.
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