Name: Rezia Razzaque
Student No: 1711140
Module Name: Children Young People and Families
Module No: BMHP5004
Lecturer: Chrisford Chogugudz



























[bookmark: _Toc2089868839]Contents Page

Contents Page	2
Introduction	3
Safeguarding	3
High profile cases	4
Conclusion	6
Reference	7






























[bookmark: _Toc934127751]Introduction
This report will examine the critical analysis of the main forms of child abuse, also will be looking at critical analysis of safeguarding children's practices and policies in the UK. Furthermore, I will be looking at how legislation has changed over the years, and policies and procedures are in effect today. The report will look at number of high-profile cases which changed legislations and made it what it is today.
[bookmark: _Toc1057307279]Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is ensuring that children’s well-being is priority, and their physical and mental well-being is every local authority's concern. Every child should be protected from harm and maltreatment. Furthermore, they should be safe, and their mental health should be effectively cared for (NSPCC,2021). Throughout the years legislation and policies have changed, and tighter measures have been made due to high profile cases.
Safeguarding Policies is set out for the statutory requirements for NHS England for appropriate accountability for safeguarding children, young people and adults that are risk of harm and abuse. It is set out for NHS England and NHS improvement staff to comply with legislations, codes of conduct, it describes the definitions of abuse for both adults and children (NHS,2015).
Guidelines are clear for professional when it comes to safeguarding and people who work with children have a duty to report any safeguarding concerns. In all companies working with children there is a designated safeguarding leader, and their job is to oversee and coordinate safeguarding. The safeguarding leader must maintain safeguarding procedures and policies within the organisation. Ensuring staff have received appropriate training procedures as they will be first point of contact if anyone has any concerns. Their role is also to provide safeguarding training to all employees (Burton, 2020). Safeguarding training will teach a person the signs and indications of abuse and neglect, it will teach individuals the different abuse that can take place, it will also make employees aware of the safeguarding laws and legislation within your company and organisation. It would give staff the knowledge that they need to handle a situation that might occur regarding safeguarding a child or adult (Child Protection Company, 2019). Moreover, professionals should recognise when a child is in harm and report it by seeking medical attention if the child has an injury. They then refer to appropriate agencies such as social worker, police, and doctors and the education sector. By doing so they will gain full overview of a child’s situation and have a co-ordinated approach to support (NSPCC Learning,2019) A child protection plan should be put in place when a child is in danger. This should include why the plan was created, how the child will be protected, what help will the child get and what happens if the plan does not work. Furthermore, serious case reviews need to be conducted to establish where what went wrong to ensure the same mistakes does not happen again. It is to help improve their services and make tighter measures if needed.
Child protection is the responsibility of everyone who encounters contact with the child. The whole burden of protecting a child cannot rest on the shoulders of social workers alone, they need help and support from different agencies, Multiagency need to work together so they can take prompt action to prevent any further harm to the child. Contributive factors to the reason child protection have not been effective is lack of understanding of each other's role, and how to work together to protect the child (safeguarding children, 2016). According to the NSPCC there has been an increase in child abuse and neglect, social workers have inadequate support and resources to protect a child from being harmed. There is not enough staff, with enormous pressure on the system and work overload signed to individual workers, too many feel overly overstretched (family Law week, 2005). Inadequate training and support for child social workers, according to the NCB (National Childrens Bureau) there are increasingly concerns about training, qualification, knowledge, and skills of staff working with child protection, not enough support or training is given (White 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc593319069]High profile cases
Safeguarding legislations started in 1946 when a child named Dennis O’Neil was murdered by his stepfather. After his murder recommendations were made on how care should be provided to children who do not live with their parents. Although there were legislations that were put in place there were still cases of child neglect such as 7-year-old Maria Colwell also known as the Cinderella child, who was starved and beaten to death in her new home by her mother and her partner. She also suffered emotional abuse. She was locked up in her room for extended periods of time while other members of the family would eat dinner together. She was described as a ‘walking skeleton’ and would often be found going through bins for food. On 6th January 1973 Willam Keppel (Maria’s stepdad) had repeatedly kicked Maria because she failed to acknowledge him when he returned home. The following day Willam took Maria to hospital, and they found that she had severe internal injuries, including brain damage, broken ribs, she died shortly after her arrival on an empty stomach. The case caused local outrage, and a campaign for justice drew national interest. In 1974 a public formal inquiry was made to investigate the cause and death of Maria Colwell. The committee reported that the enquiry into the care provided into relation to Maria Colwell showed that the system was not effective, she was sent back to her mother, even after being on the child protection list. (Johnson, 2019). Reports have shown that there was lack of communication between Maria’s school, social services, NSPCC and the Police, housing department and the local community. Furthermore, there was reported concerns from Maria’s neighbour and school that where ignored. This shows that there was failure in the system, and her murder could have been avoided (Scott, 2018)
In 1975 more changes were made and the Children Act 1975 was produced which outlined the importance of professional intervention towards vulnerable children. Furthermore, an individual social worker was assigned to each individual vulnerable child. However, there were still reports of children being murdered such as 4-year-old Jasmine Beckford who was murdered by her step farther. Jasmine Beckford was starved and tortured by her stepfather for a year. The final few months of her life she was chained to her bed in a tiny attic by her stepfather. It was examined that her cause of death was brain damage, injuries to her face and body. During the time of Jasmin’s life of brutality, it was reported that she was visited by social workers 78 times, and not one social worker had noticed anything. One social worker had claimed that she seemed very ‘’well and happy’’. The council of Brent reported that Jasmin’s death could have been preventable if there were more home visits from social workers, and if partnership working were more effective by ensuring they were keeping records and communicating every visit, they had with the little girl and the family (Thomas,1985).
In 1989 The Children’s Act 1989 was produced. This is the Act that is currently in place now and it suggest that the welfare and safeguarding should be promoted by all local authorities. The Children’s Act 1989 is set out for the responsibilities of the local authority support for children and family. Furthermore, schools and education services should ensure children are safe and protected from harm. It is the duty of the local authority to carry out their responsibility regarding care planning, placement, and case reviews. Furthermore, partnership working was encouraged to ensure children’s need were being met. However, there were still reports of children being murdered by their loved ones including 8-year-old Victoria Climbie who was murdered by her auntie's boyfriend. More measures were made after this case and the Safeguarding Vulnerable Act 2006 was produced and it stated that local authorities were to assign a director of children’s services and choose a lead member who is responsible for delivery (Department for Education, 2021).
Although many changes were made, in 2008 1-year-old Peter Connelly (Baby P) was neglected and murdered by his mother and her boyfriend. He suffered more than 50 injuries which included a broken back, fractured shinbone, damage to the head, blackened fingers and toes from cigarette burns, cuts to his neck and missing fingernails, also rib fracture. He was placed at the child of high-risk register on 22nd December 2006 despite these actions professionals and authorities failed to protect him (Baby P, 2009). This shows that the legislation was not effective and there was neglect from professionals such as the Social Services. (Parish, 2014.) Health services such as paediatric service and GPs not reporting or looking into his bruises on his body. A social worker had missed crucial information regarding baby P case. She had gone to visit baby P and had missed that his face had bruises because the mother had smeared his face with chocolate to deliberately hide the bruises. If this were noticed it could have been a huge breakthrough, and if the social worker had asked the mother to wipe his face, she could have reported the incident. A letter was sent to the Department of Health from a former social worker, of her concerns over alleged failings in the child protection of baby P (BBC News, 2013). This shows that the professionals were not working in partnership with other agencies in the clear absence of national and local strategies, and that approach was not effective on how protection is monitored. If partnership working and effective communication between partners was the focus of the case, professionals could have saved baby P. There should have been good child protection practice for staffing, understanding cases where child neglect is considered. Improvement with paediatric and social services are vital when it comes to child abuse.
There were further recommendations from Professor Munro’s report which stated that a child centred system was crucial, and the focus should be to solely to protect the chid, and not on the system. Professor Munro’s report (A child Centred system) not only looks at the problem, but also the underlying environment that allows the problem to occur. His approach to child protection is based on evidence and experience. Child centred system focusses on professional expertise, early intervention, development of social support practice. To tighten and promote more learning and accountability. Alongside agencies of child protection services such as the Police, health service organisations, the education sector, and any community or voluntary work (Loughton,2011). Lord Lamings report included that policy and legislation foundations will be put in practice.  His report suggests recommendations to make sure effective practice is applied everywhere in the UK and to ensure that there is accountability when failure happens.  It also stated that local leaders and frontline workforce should be provided with support to enable them to identify and protect vulnerable children (Lord Laming, 2009).
The Children and Social work Act 2017 demonstrate the importance of reviewing and reporting major child protection matters. This encourages them to make changes when needed and how to deal with mistakes made by professionals. The outcome is intended to improve support for looked after children, and care leavers.  Furthermore, it encourages safeguarding and the welfare of children, and an insight of the regulation of social workers. The duties of the local authorities are towards looked after children and those leaving care, there duties include to offer support to care leavers and offer education attainment to children who have been adopted or in long term placements. The legislation of the court's decision was to include an assessment of any current or future needs of the child and the relationship between the child and adopter (Children and Social Work Act 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc1226084466]Conclusion
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone who has contact with a child. There have been many cases where child protection has failed, and children have lost their lives because of it. The local authorities and children services need to work together as a team so they can establish what the right cause of action should be taken in protecting children from abuse and neglect. Policies and legislation have been put in place as guidance for professionals to work and co-ordinate, and how they can act in the best feasible way in protecting a child from abuse. There are many forms of abuse from physical, mental sexual and neglect and many more. It is essential that every child must feel safe and secure and protected from any kind of abuse that may occur in their lives, what has happened in the past cannot be changed. However, it is a lesson that many professionals must take heed in, and try to apply better protection in the future, so mistakes are not repeated.
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