Autistic Spectrum Disorder
(Unicef 2015) states that inclusive education is the most effective way of giving all children a fair chance when it comes to attending school but sometimes progress is slow, and inclusive systems require changes, for e.g teachers need to be fully trained. Unicef work alongside governments to monitor the inclusive education systems. They have produced a document called every child 2017 (inclusive education). It focuses on all children having the right to an inclusive education, and that also includes children with disabilities.
                   In 2015 the Welsh Government produced a program for mainstream schools to follow from Early years up to post 16 called Learning with Autism. It is a guide that teaching staff can follow to have a better understanding of children with Autism and how best to support them in the classroom. By schools using this in their best practices a child with autism will feel less anxious and have a better understanding of what the staff expect from them and this will then enhance the child’s attainment improve their behaviour and at less risk from exclusion. The program is aimed at the whole school from the headteacher to the staff and governors. Everyone needs to be on board with the program to then create an Autism Aware school. Raising the awareness regarding Autism has the powerful effect of changing the children’s lives that have ASD and it encourages understanding respect and tolerance so that everyone can reach their full potential. Since September 2017 the programme has been adapted as well as expanded to Early Years and secondary school.  As of September 2018 over 3’000 primary teachers in Wales successfully completed the Learning with Autism scheme    
                Estyn 2018 released a document for additional learning needs reforms, it looks at what is currently in place within schools for effective practices. The report is aimed Welsh Government, headteachers and all staff within schools. Also governors local authorities and regional consortia. Most children in Wales with SEN are taught alongside their classmates in mainstream schools. (Welsh Government 2017) and even though learners with Special educational needs have an equal access to the curriculum, the schools put these students forward on average for lower grades than other students. However the performance of pupils with Autism is unclear in mainstream schools. This was the result between 2016-2018. 
                  National Assembly for Wales 2010 produced a document called The Learning Country it set out to ensure that difficulties are recognised early on, so that the child can achieve as much as they are able to. To also support Estyn to develop its individual way of inspection as well as the monitoring arrangement. To also monitor the development of inclusive practice and to understand the importance of education and the progress with the children that have special needs. 
                Social services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 is a piece of legislation that sets the framework to improve the well-being of people who need support and care in Wales. All local authorities are responsible for the involvement of the person that is being assessed as well as families and opinions are listened to. To meet the needs of each child and young person and offer support where needed.  
                  Foundation phase framework 2015 sets out the curriculum that all schools in Wales follow up to year 2. Personal social development well-being and cultural diversity is part of the curriculum, inclusion for all children and the children that have disabilities are also included. The foundation phase at the end of year two has an analysis of outcomes to ensure that all the targets were reached by the children and if there is room for improvements. To ensure the children are engaged and attaining the best possible outcomes before moving onto keystage 2.  
                     Inclusion and pupil support (2015) priority is to meet the needs of education for each child and young person. With the support from parents carers and the children and young people themselves. The successful effect on inclusion is only if the commitment to meet the entitlement of education of each child is achieved. To also be included in the process when it comes to the decision making regarding their own learning. Participation from each child having the opportunity to make choices and to understand that their values matter. As also mentioned in the New ALN bill to ensure that all learners needs are met. (Autistic spectrum disorder strategic action plan 2016). Inclusion of a child with ASD by ensuring a positive structure for the child for e.g visual time tables plus the explanation of possible changes of routines, and important to also ensure the child has a means of communication by using methods already learned. Ensuring that each child and young person are included does involve much more than just placing each child in a mainstream school or special school. 
                      Welsh Assembly Government (2002) children and young people rights to action, mentions the adoption of the UN Convention on the rights of the child meaning that all children having access to an extensive range of education and opportunities to learn. It also mentions that the expectation of all local authorities and partners are to ensure the personal budget they receive is established for the inclusion of the individuals that have Education Health Care plans. Within the plan it sets out how the budget is to cover the education needs as well as health and social care for that child. Every child matters (2003) states that identification in the early stages of learning difficulties can be vital to a child’s learning and life chances. The government has improved the law to give individuals with SEN a right to attend mainstream school. 
                         Welsh governments programme for children and young people 2015 also state that children should be respected and treated as equal and valued members of society. National Assembly for Wales Autism (Wales) Bill 2018 was introduced to ensure the needs of children and adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder in Wales are met and to also protect and promote their rights.  mentions the action plan brought about in 2008 where an action plan was established an Autism infrastructure within all local authorities. From this action plan another strategic action plan was devised from 2016-2020 which introduced more reforms that also included improvements to the timing a diagnosis was made, and waiting times. To also improve education for individuals with Autism. It goes on to also mention that parents had expressed concerns regarding their child’s mainstream school. There is a lack of understanding and knowledge for children with ASD in schools, the teaching support staff lacked the necessary training (Autism (Wales) Bill 2018. At the same time another document was produced by the National Assembly for Wales looking at the financial implications of Autism.    
                           Seven elements that are essential to inclusion could be collaboration leadership, support for students and staff, parental engagement specialist assessment. Efficient levels of funding and adaption of the curriculum and also effective instructional practices. (Irvine & Lynch 2009) Students that have disabilities when they are placed in restrictive settings they tend to interact with the teaching staff rather than their fellow classmates as mentioned by (Goodman & Williams 2007) Students that have Autism often play with toys inappropriately or could possibly self-stimulate using certain parts of the toys. Due to this behaviour it may have an impact on their inclusion within the classroom. Therefore the children that have ASD need that added support as they are usually impaired in the areas of verbal and nonverbal communication. Then due to these impairments there is often a delay when they are developing interpersonal relationships. Therefore children that have Autism are content when participating in self-stimulatory behaviours instead of engaging with others. To help with the socialization with others social stories can be used to encourage this says (Nicole Reagan 2012) Children with disabilities do well from studying within the walls of regular classrooms, all the while their classmates benefit from the exposure of those children with a various talents and temperaments. (Dybvik 2004) Children with special needs including those with ASD who happen to be fully included, exhibit engagement of a higher level and interaction socially and also they have a wider network socially and acquire a more advanced goal when it comes to their education than other individuals with ASD in a segregated placement. For teaching staff to be successful in the inclusion they can only do so if they have the support and collaboration of the headteacher, as they are the role model for all teaching staff and the whole school can positively change when they are shown the way to achieve best practices for their students according to (Graydon 2006). The Autism Education Trust 2012 mentions their competency framework which sets out clear structures that staff can reflect on when evaluating their own practices. Which then will guide schools if they need to develop their Autism practices further. The framework has been produced for three separate age groups which are Early Years school age and post 16. 
Gething, V. 2019 mentions the funding for Autism in Wales is to receive £3m a year to support the services. The current £13m funding for the integrated autism service pilot ends in 2021. He mentions a review taking place after that date to ensure that autism and neurodevelopmental services are still sustainable in the future currently the autism integrated service is funded until March 2021.   


Conclusion
It is clear that there are many children that have ASD in mainstream settings there are improvements with the waiting times being shorter than previous years, but the support within schools needs to be on a more one to one basis due to funding the support staff are not always available to help that child. So to improve on this matter then the whole school needs to adopt the approach and be trained in the awareness so that more staff can assist the children with ASD. This will assist with inclusion in the classroom and create a greater understanding. With the program created by the Welsh Government learning with Autism this can be put in place by all mainstream schools. The resources are widely available to all. The foundation phase framework was introduced into schools in Wales in 2015. All mainstream settings go by this framework to support the curriculum and inclusion is part of that framework and most schools adopt the ethos of the framework and utilises the curriculum especially for children with disabilities too. The Minister for Health and Social services Vaughan Gething has committed to £3m recurrent funding for Autism services until a review in March 2021, it is clear to see there is a certain cause for concern when this piloted time is up to see what happens after that date etc. It is clear from the 3,000 primary school teachers having completed the learning with autism scheme that it is being used by schools in Wales and the service is free to be utilised by other schools so I feel this should definitely be taken advantage of for the integration of all children with ASD. This will ensure the inclusion part of school being beneficial to all children and a greater understanding and awareness. 
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