Classical criminology in relation to evidence-based policing.
This essay will observe and analyse several components of evidence-based policing including the origin of evidence based policing and classical criminology as well as the modern-day theories and methods. 
Classical criminology is a form of criminology which originates from the age of enlightenment. This occurred in the late -17th century when norms were being challenged, philosophers influenced people to challenge hierarchical structures, such as government, politics, monarchies, such as events like the French Revolution (Bowling and Ross, 2006). Greater education led to people pushing for reform though freedom of speech and thought. The main beliefs regarding crime at this time was that people had free will and were responsible for their own actions, so crime was because of choices made. Beliefs changed to encompass the view that classical criminology theory asserts people act rationally and are aware of the consequences of their actions so, they should be held accountable for their crimes and punished accordingly (Newburn, 2017). Prior to the enlightenment there was a common belief that higher powers-controlled people’s actions and behaviours. This was a method of criminology that was created with the concept that all humans acted logically and so crime was a choice and could be delt with logically. This resulted in the uses of crime deterrents such as prison (West, 2017). 
One theory is called the Rational Choice Theory which states that potential offenders make a calculation for the crime they commit (Ronald V Clarke, 1993).  Rational Choice Theory is a theory that operates based on five key concepts. The first concept is goal-oriented behaviour. This is a concept that means that the perpetrator of a crime is committing the crime for a specific gain. This could be financial, material or any other physical or mental reward. Another concept is the comparison between cost and benefit. This is a risk assessment that the offender would rationally perform before committing the offence. Rational Choice Theory assumes that the offenders have a limitation on available time, money, and other factors. This means that the offender will attempt to be efficient. Information processing is the concept of considering different actions based on the available information. The final factor is concept that means that the offender is consistent based on personal factors such as morals and preferences (Paterson and Pollock, 2022). Each of these factors contribute towards a pain pleasure principle. The pain pleasure concept can be increased or decreased based on these factors (Lovett, 2006). For example, Increasing the potential cost to commit the criminal action increases the pain and decreases the pleasure. This takes the form of deterrents. Deterrents can be physical or psychological. Physical deterrents can be streetlighting or reinforced structure such as a locked building. Psychological deterrents include cardboard cut outs of police officers (Hudson, 2016). Deterrents will affect the decision-making process, but the extent may differ depending on other variables. Potential offenders may know the deterrent poses no danger so proceed anyway. For example, switching out cut-outs for real officers. One example of a physical deterrent is alley gating. This is an intervention which involves restricting the ability to access alleyways by terrace houses (Sidebottom et al, 2015). This method was shown to be effective to reduce several crimes and decreases the efficiency of the criminal actions. This method also increases the cost of the offender to behave criminally (Sidebottom et al, 2015). 
An argument Beccaria made through classical criminology was his disagreement against the use of torture and for the abolition of the death penalty (Carpenter, 2010). Beccaria believed that the use of torture as a form of punishment undermines the development of a ‘rational, fair and effective criminal justice system’ (Carpenter, 2010). What this means is that using torture as a punishment prevents potential rehabilitation of offenders and torturing offenders reinforces violence into society. The pain pleasure principle is a way we can understand crime by looking at the reward that criminals get from committing the crime this lets us understand criminality better by looking at crime from the perspective of a criminal. An understanding of why a criminal act the way they do improves the chances of looking at ways to deter crime and help improve ways of rehabilitation (Loughran, 2018). Punishment is pain within the pain pleasure principle and the reward of committing a crime is pleasure for the offender. Meaning if the pleasure outweighs the punishment offenders are more likely to continue to commit the crime. Classical criminology has also influenced many modern theories and continues to be used to improve the criminal justice system (Thite, 2021). 
SARA is a method of evidence-based policing. This method involves Scanning, Analysing, Responding and then, Assessing. Scanning Is identifying a problem such as crime or specific deviant behaviour, Analysing is identifying the cause and the damage caused by the crime (Haggerty, 2001). Responding is attempting to fix the problem and assessing is analysing the effectiveness of the response (Glenn, 2020). Problem Oriented Policing (POP) is a category of evidence-based policing but is not a full method. It holds a variety of methods which include SARA. This means that POP methods allow for an understanding and fixing a problem that is related to crime through targeted tactics that can be used to deter or support this will depend on the nature of the crime. POP and SARA are methods of policing that take a proactive approach to deter and reduce crime this method has been shown to be significantly effective (Hinkle et al, 2020). A meta-analysis used several studies that showed an improvement in the effectiveness of the police using the method of POP to reduce crime. This analysis showed that crime and disorder was reduced by 33.8% (College of Policing, 2023). For POP to be successful the issue needing to be improved needs to be well understood to ensure the intervention is specific to the problem (College of Policing, 2023).
Classical criminology is involved is several aspects of SARA. Scanning and analysing both fit the idea that classical criminology believes that crimes are committed rationally this means that understanding where and why crimes happen is logical as there is a reason for both (Eck, 2003). Responding are the actions that are taken to reduce the crime. This can take different forms but, it is changed based on the identified crimes and the understanding of the reason why the crime is committed. Assessing does not have a bases in classical criminology but is still an important step as SARA is a scientific method (Wood et al, 2023). This means that results should be recorded and analysed. All these steps are required to be completed for the method to be successful.
The chosen choice of crime activity is Violence. This is a wide range offence but specifically looking at Common Assault, Aggravated Bodily Harm (ABH) and Grievously Bodily Harm (GBH). Common Assault is defined under section 39 of the Criminal Justice Act 1998 as ‘A person is guilty of common assault if they either inflict violence on another person or make that person think they are about to be attacked’. Both ABH and GBH are defined under the Offences Against the Persons Act 1861. For ABH is defined under section 47 as ‘A assault must have caused some physical harm to the victim does not need to be serious or permanent but must be more than trifling’. GBH is defined under both section 18 and 20 as ‘Unlawful wounding or inflicting GBH and causing GBH with intent to do GBH’. Violence may occur because of emotional or mental health issues, or it could also be causes due to being a part of a gang or revenge. Violence can also occur as self-defence, but this doesn’t carry a criminal punishment due to it being a legal defence. Depending on the nature of the violence, police officers would use different tactics to reduce the amount of violence in the area. Violence that is caused by emotional or physiology reasons such as drug usage would require a targeted response focusing on assisting the person through whatever means is needed depending on the situation (Varshney et al, 2016). 
When looking at a specific crime in a specific location, a deeper analysis can be done by understanding the specific factors of the hot spot. If violence is looked at within Swansea city centre and the surrounding area most violence offences occur in and around wine street (South Wales Police, 2023). This means that the violence likely occurs due to alcohol consumption so a POP method would be most applicable. As there is a cause that deterrence will have little to no effect, a targeted approach would be needed which would involve managing of the people leaving the clubs and bars on wine street. Different tactics could be used such as each place having a different closing time or an increase in the availability of support available to the drunk people which would decrease the severity of the intoxication (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2019). Statius show that 49% of violent crimes committed in Wales are due to those under the influence of alcohol (Alcohol Change UK, 2023). 
Classical criminology is still present and utilised in the modern day which shows that it is reliable within criminology. The use of lawyers, prison sentences and other reasonable punishments all come or were changed by classical criminology. This shows the level of impact that it has had on the modern legal system. The range of deterrents for crime has changed over the years especially due to technology such as use of CCTV which has shown to be a deterrent with the most decrease in crime (Piza et al 2019). On the other hand, classical criminology is lacking in the understanding of mental health. This is due to the period that the concepts emerged. Many theories now have gaps and issues due to the presumptions and requirements for the theories to function. One theory is the reliance on every person having similar rationalities and considerations of punishments.
Mental health understanding has progressed, and the presumptions and theories have become more complex and considerate. In modern-day, mental health is a bigger concern with 1 in 4 people experiencing mental health issues each year and considerations around it is more prevalent (Mental Health First Aid England, 2020). This means that the approach towards crime and deviance is different and modern-day methods consider more circumstance and concepts before determining the consequences. This fundamentally opposes the ideas within classism. This is because classism does not consider circumstance and considers all people to be rational. 
Evidence Based Policing is an intelligent approach towards policing instead of relying on instinct there is a scientific approach to analysis what, how and why a crime is committed and how to solve it in that area. Meaning that methods can be used within different areas if appropriate changes have been made, depending on the differences in different social economic areas. Policing by consent is an idea that was created in 1829 by Sir Robert Peel which originates from his nine Peelian Principles (UK Government, 2012). Policing by consent is about policing follow the appropriate protocols when dealing with the public to ensure their actions are proportionate and justifiable. One Peelian principle is to only use force when necessary and as a last resort at a minimum degree (UK Government, 2012). 
Evidence based policing poses several risks. The guidelines can make originations using the methods will follow too strictly. This means that they could start missing differences for different areas which will make the method less effective as every area is different and requires a different approach. The dark figure is the unknown and unreported crimes this affects the quality of the information that is used in evidence-based policing because the lack of accuracy means that the research and analysis stages based on the incomplete information (Buli-Gil et al, 2020). Agencies that are using evidence-based policing have limitations on the crime reports that they can receive. This means that they would have to communicate with other organisations that could give other statistics that would allow them to get a complete understating of the impact. For example, the police would have to get statistics from the NHS for drug overdoses if they were trying to decrease the drug uses in an area. This could slow down the process as asking another organisation for information is slower than looking at their own statics. The most recent is in 2019 in England 2000 people died from an overdose of illegal drugs (National Health Service, 2019).
In conclusion, classical criminology has expanded our understanding of how criminals think as well as approaches to stopping crime. It also influences modern theories which shows how important its development was. Evidence based policing has allowed for a modern approach to policing this is by using the advantages that modern police have over the old generation of police and has been mostly successful.
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