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Reflective Journal

Having used the Roderic Bowen Archives for a couple of my undergraduate degree modules I felt that it would be very useful to learn more about them and how archives in general should be used and run. The first lecture on the archives themselves, and the special collections that are housed in the Roderic Bowen Archives, was very informative and gave me more in-depth information on the three main collections, donated by Bishop Thomas Burgess, Dr Thomas Bowdler and Thomas Phillips. It was interesting to hear how the special collections were once housed in the Founder’s Library in Old Building, but to help control any future damage to the collections a new purpose-built archive was built for their preservation in the Roderic Bowen Centre. Information on Saint David’s College is also housed in the Roderic Bowen Archives and was very useful for the first project of the module.
The Student Biography
[image: ]The student biography was one of the most enjoyable parts of the module; I have an interest in family history and have undertaken to research a couple of my ancestors who fought in the First World War, so this part of the module was not unfamiliar to me. I was given the Reverend Basil Jones to write about, who, from researching the Saint David’s registers, newspapers and Saint David’s school and college magazines, was found to be a gentleman who had come a little later into education, worked hard at passing his degree and joined only the debating society, Christian Union and the Christian Men’s Club.[footnoteRef:1] After graduating with a first-class degree in 1911[footnoteRef:2] he went straight into the ministry to become a curate, first in Thame Oxfordshire followed by St James Church Gloucester,[footnoteRef:3] before joining the army as a chaplain towards the end of the war in October 1918.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Saint David’s Magazine 1908 – 1912, Vol X (Roderic Bowen Archives), UA/SP/1/8.]  [2:  ‘Basil Jones,’ Pass List, June 29th, 1911 (Roderic Bowen Archive), UA/4/42.]  [3:  Saint David’s Magazine, Vol 12, 1920 – 1926 (Roderic Bowen Archives), UA/SP/1/10.]  [4:  ‘Basil Jones’, Chaplain’s Application Record (6th February 1918), no 6163. https://www.chaplains-museum.co.uk/entity/138493-b-jones?=B%20Jones  accessed 07/02/2018.] 

Although it was very interesting researching Basil, I found it difficult to find enough information about him to cover the one-thousand-word essay. After weeks of careful research through archival material, online newspaper archives and even emailing Wycliffe college in Oxford where it was reported that he had trained as a curate, I had only learned that he was a gentle, Christian soul who had a loving wife and baby daughter, who was unlucky enough to catch pneumonia and die only a couple of weeks after landing in France; in fact I learned just as much about his wife after he had died as about Basil himself. 
To fill out the biography I had to resort to books such as Madigan and Snape’s The Clergy in Khaki: New Perspectives on British Army Chaplaincy in the First World War,[footnoteRef:5] and internet sites such as The Long, Long Trail[footnoteRef:6] to include information on artillery units. A month after handing this project in Wycliffe college finally got back to me with information on a totally different student, so they were especially unhelpful! Doing this project has reminded me that every institution probably has their own war dead and it is important to remember them however insignificant they may appear. [5:  E. Madigan, M. Snape, eds., The Clergy in Khaki: New Perspectives on British Army Chaplaincy in the First World War (London: Routledge, 2016).]  [6:  ‘The Royal Artillery in the First World War,’ The Long, Long Trail, https://longlongtrail.co.uk/army/regiment-and-corps/the-royal-artillery-in-the-first-world-war accessed 14/02/2018.] 

Archives and Records
Janet Burton’s lecture on archives and records taught us to think of three questions when studying sources, what, where and when? Is it a manuscript that has been handwritten, in centuries past, or something that is more up to date, also handwritten or typeset? Are they public records that have been kept by local government or ecclesiastical records kept by the church? To help with my understanding of how archives work I read Emmison’s Introduction to Archives[footnoteRef:7] and Foster and Sheppard’s British Archives: A Guide to the Archive Resources of the United Kingdom,[footnoteRef:8] both of which reiterated everything Janet said about how to begin a research project. [7:  F.G. Emmerson, Introduction to Archives (London: Phillimore, 1978).]  [8:  J. Foster, J. Sheppard, eds., British Archives: A Guide to the Archive Resources of the United Kingdom (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1995).] 

It was an important lecture for student researchers as we will need to know where to go to find the relevant archival material to enrich our research. We will need to consider if it is accessible or are there time constraints due to the sensitive nature of the records? Another useful reminder was that unlike a library, that arranges its sources by subject, archives keep their material together by the body that generates it, for example during my dissertation I was viewing material from the Home Office (HO) and Criminal records (CRIM). We were also reminded that it is impossible to keep every record, or ephemera connected to a particular subject, and it was quite sobering to learn that only five percent of all documents are kept, and that somebody has to take the important decision on what stays and what goes.
Medieval Manuscripts
I looked at and used a number of medieval manuscripts, or facsimiles of them, in a presentation in the medieval manuscripts module in my second year, but it was useful to be reminded of what to look for when examining a manuscript. It is important not to just take each medieval piece at face value and class it as a beautiful sample of artwork, it is important to research around the piece, find out where the manuscript was made and who it was made for; what were the politics of that time, does the manuscript say something about fashion or religious beliefs of a particular era or geographical area? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Having read a little around the subject of medieval manuscripts I have learnt from books such as Rudy’s Piety in Pieces that a lot more manuscripts were made than are known to us today,[footnoteRef:9] it is only the best kept and often more ornate ones that are still in existence. They were not just made for the elite, as the merchant classes grew more people had money to spend on luxury goods and one of the popular items was a psalter or a book of hours.[footnoteRef:10] Although we have an actual medieval bible in the archives there are a number of facsimile books on the Roderic Bowen shelves including the Macclesfield psalter[footnoteRef:11] and the Rohan book of hours[footnoteRef:12] which display the amazing quality and rich colours in existence in medieval Europe. [9:  K.M. Rudy, Piety in Pieces: How Medieval Readers Customised Their Manuscripts (Cambridge: Open Books Publisher, 2016).]  [10:  J. Harthan, Books of Hours (London: Thames and Hudson, 1977).]  [11:  S. Panayotova, Macclesfield Psalter, (London: Thames and Hudson, 2008), Roderic Bowen Library and Archive Reference (Q 091 PAN).]  [12:  K.W. Carson, M. Thomas, The Rohan book of hours (London: Thames and Hudson, 1973), Roderic Bowen Library and Archive Reference (Q 091 ROH).] 

From medieval manuscripts we progressed to manuscripts of vernacular literature of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries; these were written in English, Latin and French and included such works as Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde. The text of these manuscripts was highly professional and mirrored the use of English becoming the language of culture and the courts.
The Book Biography
[image: ]The move from manuscripts to early printed books or incunabular in the fifteenth century brought us to the book biography project. It was interesting to see the array of early books that each student was assigned; some came from the Thomas Burgess collection which included theological and classical literature; others came from the Thomas Phillips collection, mine included, while a few had books from the ODS collection of various provenances. The Conybeare against Tindal book that was given to me to research was quite a straightforward incunabulum, one that portrayed the mass production of books that coincided with the Renaissance of learning. 
To find out more about the book I first looked at the title and found that it was a treatise against works written by the philosopher, Matthew Tindall,[footnoteRef:13] by the Reverend John Conybeare,[footnoteRef:14] who dedicated his book to the Bishop of London Edmund Gibson.[footnoteRef:15] Conybeare and Gibson were supporters of the established church’s tenet that God was a supernatural being who could be communicated with through prayer and meditation. Tindall did not agree. Works like these are no longer studied in school so I had no idea what the book was about until I researched the three main characters, Conybeare, Tindall and Gibson. There is not a lot of work written about these men, just enough to give me a basic idea of what the book was about. [13:  S. Lalor, Matthew Tindall, Freethinker: An Eighteenth-Century Assault on Religion (London: Continuum, 2006).]  [14:  S. Taylor, ed., From Cranmer to Davidson: A Church of England Miscellany (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2007).]  [15:  E. Gibson, Directions Given by Edmund Lord Bishop of London, to the Clergy of his Diocese (London: S. Buckley, 1724).] 

Further research was then undertaken to find out who the book had spent time with during it’s life; there was a name Thomas Millway and the date December 18th, 1732/4 written in the top right-hand corner of the first blank page. Who was Thomas Millway? As the date 1732/4 was just after the book was published I decided to see if there was a non-conformist connection and found a Baptist Minister in Haverhill, Suffolk, named Thomas Millway who was preaching in 1732/4 and had the same theological beliefs as Matthew Tindall.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  The Baptist Magazine for 1824, Vol XVI (London: J. Barfield, 1824).] 

To find out how the binding process worked I reread the Alan Barton booklet[footnoteRef:17] and also watched a couple of YouTube videos[footnoteRef:18] then compared them with the Conybeare book to see how it was bound. As I am from the town of Cambridge I particularly liked the fact that it had a classic ‘Cambridge Panel’ decoration which involves the use of fillet tools to make a specific series of patterns on the front and back of the walnut stained leather. [17:  A. Barton, Bookbinding: A Visual Guide to the Process, Terminology and Elements of Design (Module Reader: Roderic Bowen Centre: Archives and Research).]  [18:  The MARTLET Bookbinding, Norfolk, England, https://www.youtube.com/watch?V=WUsQIQ2_3d8 accesssed 19/04/2018, Hands: A Dublin Bookbinder, https://youtube.com/watch?V=RBd67qQy96k accessed 19/04/2018.] 

Since doing this module I have since looked at books in a different way and am more aware of the way they are printed, bound and coloured.
Presentation 
[image: ]The last piece of work of the module was the presentation to be formulated around five slides that were connected in some way. For this part of the module I decided that it would be interesting to base my work around the island of Sardinia off the southern coast of Italy.
 My first session of research was rather disastrous as one of the major pieces of work for my presentation, the Theatrum Orbis Terrarum by Abraham Ortelius,[footnoteRef:19] had unfortunately had the section on Sardinia neatly cut out of the atlas, whether this was for personal reasons or for holiday information no one will ever know. I decided that the best way forward was to regroup and returned another day to request a further three early atlases while retrieving a copy of the Sardinian page from the internet, I was determined not to give up on Sardinia! [19:  Theatrum Orbis Terrarum Abrahami Orteli Antuerp. geographi regii. = The Theatre of the Whole World (London: John Norton, 1606).] 

To research for my presentation I decided to give it an historical slant and find out not only what was happening in Sardinia at the time that each map was being printed, but also researched information on the cartographers and geographers, sometimes discovering that they were the inventors of a particular system, Abraham Ortelius was the first believer in the ‘Continental Drift,’[footnoteRef:20] and Gerardus Mercator the projection of sailing routes as straight lines.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Ortellius, Encyclopaedia Britannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham-Ortellius  accessed 10/05/2018.]  [21:  Mercator, Encyclopaedia Britannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gerardus-Mercator  accessed 10/05/2018.] 


Overall this was a thoroughly enjoyable module, I feel that I know so much more about the workings of an archive. It has been especially useful having contact with Ruth and Sarah who have been invaluable in helping with project research while giving us an insight into the role of an archivist and collections manager. My summer break will be spent doing further research with a better idea of what kind of material will be available and how to use the resources to their best advantage. I am also spending two weeks with an archivist in the bowels of a stately home in Northamptonshire so will have more of an idea of what to look for.













All photographs are the authors own.
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