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AIM(S) 

• To give an overview of the development of British Sinology. 
 

• To develop a basic understanding of how the Chinese classics were introduced to 
the UK in history and the significance of British Sinology. 

 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 

• demonstrate a basic knowledge of key historical figures and the history of British 
Sinology;   

• identify key aspects related to the development of Sinology in the UK such as the 
translation works of a selection of British Sinologists, and their approaches to and 
styles of translation; 

• develop a rudimentary ability to reflect upon the significance of British Sinology from 
different perspectives such as the development of Sino-British relations, the exchange 
between Chinese and British cultures and British Sinologists’ observation and 
understanding of China. 

 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 

• The life experience of British Sinologists such as George Thomas Staunton (1781-
1859), Robert Morrison (1782-1834), James Legge (1815-1897), Herbert Giles (1845-
1935), Arthur Waley (1989-1966), Joseph Needham (1900-1995), A. C. Graham 
(1919-1991) and David Hawkes (1923-2009). 

• The impact of the Sinologists listed above on the development of British Sinology and 
their impact on intercultural dialogue between China and the UK. 

• The translation approaches and styles of the Sinologists listed above. 
 

Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 40 20% 

Independent learning 160 80% 

Placement learning   

TOTAL 200 100% 

 



ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment Component 1 

☐ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☒ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Portfolio of oral assessments in 

English 

Equivalent to 10 minutes 20% 

 

Assessment Component 2 

☐ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☒ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Oral presentation in English 10 minutes  30% 

 

Assessment Component 3 

☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Essay in English 1,500 words 50% 

 
Assessment Summary 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam  

Coursework 50% 

Practical 50% 

TOTAL 100% 
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