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Question: In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Based on my piece of theatre.
The piece of theatre we have created is based around giving a hint of climate change to the younger audience. With a story line that is innocent and enjoyable, the subliminal messaging is a good approach to the larger facts and how to make it suitable for a younger audience. It was essential we interpreted the disasters of the world in a positive way, with them being able to make their own decisions about helping to save the planet after watching the piece.
The Frog and Chefs and Vampire Squid are the sections which resonate the most with me.
The Frog and Chefs have the core theme of deforestation. There still is a large problem with palm oil in the rainforest, killing the homes of orangutans and other species. As said below from CBS News and Interesting Engineering:
“JAKARTA, Indonesia -- The most comprehensive study of Borneo's orangutans estimates their numbers have plummeted by more than 100,000 since 1999, as the palm oil and paper industries shrink their jungle habitat and fatal conflicts with people increase.” (1)
“18 million acres of trees are clear-cut each year to make way for new development and wood products- that is just under half of all the trees on the planet since the industrial revolution began.” (2)
Thankfully, the frog is so far detached from the deforestation that it is only lightly hinted at the end, not pushing it onto the children. In this area it is also questionable the impact a diet can have on animals. The chefs in this piece want to eat the frog, only stopping when they see he’s poisonous. This could be avoided all together if the chefs were Vegetarian or Vegan, showing how a diet can also have a good impact on the environment. It is not always beneficial for health reasons, however there is a lot of debate in this area and preference as the food industry is massive. Here is one sample of how it could help to be vegetarian from the Vegetarian Society:
“Estimates of the water required to produce a kilo of beef vary, from 13,000 litres up to 100,000 litres. The water required to produce a kilo of wheat is somewhere between 1,000-2,000 litres.” (3)
The Vampire Squid is a different scenario, matching the children’s interest in Halloween and giving them the story of four squid who’ve had to change their way of living because of the pollution in the sea. The message is subliminal, showing their disgust at receiving litter instead of nice fishy treats when trick or treating. The plastic pollution in the sea is ridiculous, as shown in the section below from the SEE Turtles Web Page:
“A 2015 study estimated more than 15 trillion (!) pieces of plastic trash are in the ocean, and growing every year.” (4)
This is a shocking number, however the scene is depicted in a jolly way with a serious message that the children can take or leave depending on their interest. With a variation on stories they should make individual connections, as we find the need to help in situations that affect us personally.
The other topic in this story is the sea creatures almost eating plastic. This is shown in our piece in a delicate way, with them turning their noses up to the litter. However, animals don’t have the same instinct to turn a blind eye to plastic as humans do, with this qote below from SEE Turtle webpage:
“Sea turtles and other marine creatures mistake plastics and other garbage as food (such as jellyfish) and ingest it. This mistake causes blockages within their digestive system and eventual death.” (5)
Touring theatre is important to spread a message. Explaining to a target audience how important they are to the planet, showing them that the world can be changed and that doing a small amount can really make a difference. Our 4 to 7 age range is an impressionable group, showing them this play could mean planting a seed of ideas for the next generation to keep trying to make the world a better place.
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