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Area of law:		Child Protection
	Which legal challenge will your resource address? 
	For this assignment, I want to focus on child protection. I have 3 daughters and feel very strongly about protecting them.  All 3 of my daughters are dancers and I am a licensed chaperone with an enhanced DBS following a vigorous police check and having to undertake a course and exam with the local authority. I will hold this licence for 3 years thereafter I will need to resit the course and exam again. 


	Who is your intended audience?
	I have chosen to aim this at children who attend comprehensive school therefore the age range is 11-16 years.

	What is your primary message?
	In order to access that a lay person or child would understand the concept of the three posters, I received feedback from my 12-year-old daughter as she would be my target audience. I have designed the posters in a way that a child could identify some of the signs individually set out on each slide. By asking the questions have you or someone you know, the children can then relate to real life scenarios.


	What is your secondary message (if any)?
	As more toilets in school are unisex, the posters are not limited to one sex, they are applicable to both female and male students.

	Will you include a call to action? (optional)
	The call to action in every slide is a QR code to scan and a link directly to the Childline website.

	Which communications platform will you use?
	QR codes and click to website 

	What asset(s) will you produce?
	I have chosen to promote three different posters. One focussing on neglect, one of sexual abuse and one on physical abuse. During my chaperone training, it was highlighted the signs to look for in each of these scenarios. 


	Do you require any visual assets?
	I have chosen a poster to be displayed in the toilets in a school for children to read with the option to research and explore a further call to action by using QR codes and websites incorporated within the poster
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Child Protection in the UK is a critical and complex issue that for many is very difficult to understand. It involves a range of legal frameworks and policies with organisations working together for the safeguarding of children. The UK government has a duty of care to implement procedures to protect children from harm in the forms of neglects, abuse and exploitation. 
Unfortunately, many of these organisations are seen by the general public as failing. Many child abuse cases that are published in the media show that a series of failings have taken place which the end result is that a child has fallen victim to abuse.  We have only to remember the desperately appalling case of Peter Connelly, referred to at the time a Baby P, who died at the hands of his mother, her lover and his brother in London in 2007. 
Local authorities in the UK have a vital duty of care in child protection, with social services playing a key role. Social workers identify the needs of children and families, regardless of age. Vulnerable pregnant mothers may receive support from social services and midwifery teams, including placement in mother and baby units. When concerns about a child's safety arise, social workers conduct thorough assessments with other professionals to determine risk and develop care plans. They collaborate closely with families to provide necessary support. Under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989, local authorities must assist children in need, which may involve removing a child from a harmful environment in extreme cases.
Herring (2023) stated that children are far more likely to be abused by someone known to them than by a stranger. A significant risk of the vulnerability discourse is its emphasis on the “innocence” of children. Consequently, discussions about child abuse often focus on the loss of this perceived innocence. Ironically, the very notion of vulnerability, with its demands for children to obey adults, be protected, and maintain their innocence, heightens their susceptibility in contexts of sexual exploitation.
Discussing child protection with children under 16 is challenging due to developmental differences, emotional responses, and cultural barriers. Success relies on sensitivity, understanding their perspective, and ensuring they feel safe, believed, and empowered to seek help.
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The legislation set out in The Children Act 1989 defines the duties and powers of the local authorities, CAFCASS, the courts and parents. The focus shared by all organisations is that the child’s welfare is always paramount. The Children Act 2004 highlights and reinforces the need for all services working together to support children.
In the UK, children's rights include protection from harm, access to education and healthcare, the right to express their views, live with their family when appropriate, privacy, and the ability to engage in play and recreational activities.
The UK has safeguarding procedures to address child abuse, with Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCCBs) coordinating social services, health services, schools, police, and hospitals. These boards identify abuse, implement safeguarding measures, and promote children's welfare within their jurisdictions.
Government and local authorities run programs to raise awareness of child abuse, encourage early reporting, and support families to prevent escalation. Services include parenting classes, counselling, vouchers for meals or nappies, foster care respite, and transport to classes or schools.
Schools play a vital role in child protection by educating children on abuse, how to seek help, and where to find support. Fundraising for the Children in Need appeal in November also provides an opportunity for teachers to discuss what it means to be a child in need and the importance of identifying those requiring help.
Child protection in the UK is a complex issue that requires a coordinated approach by various organisations. Preventative measures, including early intervention, education, and providing information to children through their teachers, are crucial in promoting child welfare. While challenges remain, children in the UK now have more rights and legal protections than ever before.
Lyon (2003) quoted that “children should be aware of their daily rights so that they can decide whether they are being abused or not”. Abused children in the UK may struggle to understand their rights and seek help due to several interconnected challenges. Many lack awareness of their rights, as education on the subject is often limited, leaving them uninformed about the protections available to them. Their experience of abuse can also distort their understanding of what is acceptable or normal, leading to confusion about whether their situation is wrong or requires intervention. Fear plays a significant role as well—abusers often manipulate children into silence through threats, guilt, or intimidation, making the idea of seeking help daunting. Mistrust of authority, language barriers, emotional distress, and feelings of shame or self-blame hinder abused children from recognising their rights or seeking help. Safe environments, rights education, and sensitive professional support are vital to overcoming these challenges. 
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Communicating with children under 16 about child protection is challenging due to their developmental differences. Younger children may struggle to understand abuse, while adolescents might resist or feel embarrassed. Information must be clear, sensitive, and age-appropriate to build trust and understanding. A safe, supportive environment is essential to help children feel secure, believed, and prioritised.
Pritchard (2004) stated that many children may be reluctant to speak about their experiences, especially if they have been taught to respect authority figures who might be the perpetrators. Building trust between the child and support workers requires time, empathy, and patience. Support workers must show reliability and a non-judgmental attitude to encourage children to share their private experiences. This can be particularly challenging if the child has been neglected or betrayed by another adult in their life.
This scenario highlights the importance of children's rights to express their feelings and be heard. Children have the right to voice their views and have them taken seriously in matters affecting them. Respecting this right is crucial for building trust and providing effective support.
Fortin (2003) wrote that legal terminology would be difficult for a child to understand. Support workers to the child would need to explain their rights to them in clear relatable terminology. For example, instead of saying “custodial arrangements” or “emergency protection orders” it would be better to use terms like “who you will be staying with to keep you safe” for the child to clearly understand. 
Fortin (2003) further talks about when speaking to a child, cultural and social factors must be considered. Some may view abuse as taboo and feel pressured to stay silent out of respect for elders. Misconceptions, often reinforced by abusers, further complicate matters. Clear, consistent messaging from agencies is essential to dispel myths, help children understand their rights, and encourage them to speak out.
There are many ways that the non-verbal communication of small children can assist adult understand their needs and respond to these respectfully, David and Appell (2001). 
The child will need to feel assured that what they have disclosed will be treated confidentially. There needs to be a difference from what the support workers are saying is confidential and what the perpetrator may have told them that it is a secret. The child will fear of their private matters being spoken about. It is vital that the support worker clearly explains in age-appropriate terms the limits of confidentiality and why it must be reported so that they can trust the process. 
Children’s emotional readiness to engage with an adult in conversation can vary. Some children may be too traumatised to talk about what has happened to them whilst other may not understand that what they have had to endure is in fact abuse. In their book Perry and Szalavitz (2017) speak about how it is essential to gauge the level of the child’s understanding and proceed at a pace that suits them and the circumstances. Depending on the emotional state, they would need to feel not pressured or rushed. 
Professionals can use strategies like storytelling and play therapy to help younger children understand their rights and express feelings. Active listening fosters trust, while role-playing helps children practice responses to unsafe situations. Educational programs in schools also teach rights and safety in age-appropriate ways. These approaches help children understand their rights and feel empowered to express themselves as published in their book Piaget and Cook (1952). 
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My 12-year-old daughter, Amelia, who is in Year 8, reviewed the slides and found the posters eye-catching and engaging, encouraging her to read them fully. She felt comfortable reading them privately in a toilet cubicle and discreetly accessing the QR code or website but noted that some children might lack mobile phones. Amelia emphasised the importance of privacy, as she wouldn’t want peers seeing her search for Childline or abuse-related information. She explained that PHSE lessons in school cover topics like health, sex education, and children’s rights, with guest speakers providing relevant contact information. Creating content for children is challenging, but I incorporated her feedback by adjusting colours, highlighting key phrases like “it is their right to be protected,” and targeting the slides at 11–16-year-olds. While most children in this age range have mobile phones, I included references to Childline’s website and phone number and advised speaking to a teacher if a phone is unavailable. 
Reflecting on this, I realised that relying solely on my daughter’s feedback may have limited the insights gained. Engaging with a broader range of age groups would have offered a more comprehensive understanding of diverse perspectives and requirements. Each age group brings distinct experiences, different levels of maturity, and alternate ways of processing information, which could have enhanced the feedback and made it more representative of a wider audience. This approach would have ensured that any conclusions or decisions reached were better informed and more inclusive.
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