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The following reflective report will be considered as a platform through which I am able to examine my academic skills development throughout the module LCLM4001. The module spanned across a total of approximately eight weeks and throughout this particular time frame I was engaging with a tyres range of activities which helped me in strengthening my abilities of research as well as reference and academic writing and even capabilities of managing time effectively. The purpose of this particular reflection is to critically assess my own growth as well as acknowledge some areas of improvement and in that process identify how skills will be capable of supporting me in my continued journey to achieve success in higher education.
[bookmark: _Toc199619465]Description of Experiences
During week one I was being introduced with the expectations that were there in regards to academic study as well as the importance of time management. In the second week I was guided in terms of the process to identify credible academic sources through the university resource base that was there. I remember the process of me trying to use philtres to find some peer reviewed articles that were relevant to the subject I was going through which is a method I am also continuing to use now.
The 4th week was very helpful as we were focusing on referencing and the process to maintain academic integrity and in this process, I was able to realise that I had previously some misunderstanding regarding paraphrasing. I began to use some online sources or tools such as CiteThemRight to improve my accuracy in regards to referencing. The 6th and the 7th week were dedicated towards practising paraphrasing and writing paragraphs that were structured while there was initial struggle from me in terms of cohesion maintenance, peer reviewed feedback came to my help. These were the structured activities that helped me in reading my own confidence and gave me an opportunity to understand how each of the skills are now fitting into academic journey.
[bookmark: _Toc199619466]Analysis and Personal Reflection
The process of reflecting on my academic journey over the past eight weeks gave me an opportunity to see progress both in my mindset as well as the skills I possessed. In the initial phases I did not have any confidence in reading academic material as well as structuring paragraphs. Consistent exposure however throughout the weekly practises gave me an opportunity to breathe this down into manageable steps and slowly but steadily I gained confidence.
One of my personal breakthroughs was the process of understanding how to choose citations and find them and choose information from them to construct paragraphs or different types of assessments one specific topics. I was able to understand that the referendum is not just only for avoiding plagiarism but it is also about demonstrating some integrity in academic literature which can contribute to academic conversations (Pears and Shields, 2019). Before this particular module I used a range of different sources such as websites as well as videos and other items but now I am strictly sticking to peer reviewed sources and trying to understand more on how to format my writing as per different assessment styles.
Another major development was in my abilities of note taking and critical reading. During the third week we were given knowledge on how to scan and scheme through large amounts of texts this was accompanied by knowledge on how to use annotated margins as well as questions and even summaries. This was helpful for me to transform the process through which I engage with sources of information and instead of reading passively I was now trying to read with a purpose while trying to extract arguments and compare different perspectives (Cottrell, 2017). This was helpful for me to make some noticeable differences in how I try to approach writing introductions as well as rebuild literature.
In regards to the skill of writing I had some initial difficulties with paraphrasing but I was also recognising that I often changed few words but retained similar structures which was not particularly acceptable for diverse range of discussions. The practise exercises in the 6th week as well as guided feedback helped me in learning the importance of refreezing my ideas into my own words while also providing credit to the original author. This was aligned with Bloom’s taxonomy as I moved from remembering and understanding towards analysing and applying knowledge through independence scope (Anderson and Krathwohl, 2001).
I was also experiencing opportunities to grow personally. I tried to make use of time logs as well as weekly planners in order to track my study progresses as well as my progresses in the tasks which have been assigned to me from the module or tasks of my own while also maintaining energy levels. It helped me in identifying that I was capable of working efficiently in short time bursts and often tried to avoid longer sessions. Existent research is also indicative of academic study regulation improving student outcomes when students are able to take ownership of the learning processes of their own (Zimmerman, 2002). This has been a true fact from my personal experiences as my stress level reduced and I gained much better abilities in submitting my efforts to discipled studies. Moreover, I can also say that working with my peers during the second week gave me some valuable exposure to group dynamics that can also be very useful to any individual in upcoming professional lives as well. 
[bookmark: _Toc199619467]Conclusion
Overall, it can be said that this particular module was very helpful for me as a transformative experience in my entire academic journey. Through the help of weekly tasks as well as participation I was able to develop some strong understanding of academic conventions while also try to improve my own skills at becoming more confident in managing time and engaging with texts. Looking forward my objective will be to continue applying the skills I have learnt here and now I am confident that I am more prepared and motivated to be expectations of university level studies.
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