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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The Social Services and Wellbeing Act Wales [SSWWA14] (Welsh Government, 2014) defines a child at risk as a child who is at risk of harm, abuse or neglect, or has needs for care and support regardless of whether the local authority is meeting those needs. The SSWWA14 has a duty to act if a report comes in under Section 130, if a professional has reason to believe that a child is at risk. This is governed by section 47 [S47] of the Children’s Act 1989 (UK Government). S47 gives professionals the authority to investigate when they have reason to believe there are valid grounds to suspect that a child is being neglected, physically abused, sexually abused, or is otherwise likely to suffer serious injury. 

These policies and procedures and closely monitored by The XXX XXX Safeguarding Board (2019). The purpose of the board is to contribute towards national policies and procedures to ensure there are effective measures in place to safeguard children. The board is made up of six local regions who have the overall responsibility for challenging the relevant agencies. 

The Welsh Government have adopted the ethos of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRC] 1989, which is "the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after birth".  The UNCRC vows to respect the human rights of every child under the age of 18 years old, in an anti-discriminatory manner, taking all appropriate measures to protect the child in question, contradicting the Human Rights act 1998 (UK Government) which states in section 8 of the act that individuals have the legal right to a private life. The SSWWA14 and Children’s Act 1989 can override this when a professional suspects or has evidence of a child at risk of harm, abuse or neglect.

Section 2 of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures [WSP19] (Welsh Government, 2019) state “a child’s welfare is paramount consideration in terms of seeking consent”. Although, a child does not have to give formal consent for intervention, the WSP19 highlights the importance of gaining the voice and wishes of the children that professionals work with, in order to avoid them becoming “an object of concern”.  Gillick competence can be applied in some cases (NSPCC, 2022). The Gillick competence theory can be applied if a practitioner is confident a child under the age of 16 is mature and competent enough to absorb, retain and rationale the current circumstances and posed risks at hand, and the potential life decisions they are required to make (NSPCC, 2022). 

A child’s voice is key and professionals should still work in a person-centered way to ensure they feel understood and valued. Sutcliffe & Birney (2015) state children who are truly involved with their own life decisions and discussion may experience changes in mind set, behaviour, and learning, becoming active partners who collaborate with adults to effect change. The Tower Hamlets model includes the ladder of participation which describes how to build a relationship with children, right through to ending involvement. I believe this could be used for adults also, a model I would like to apply in my current practice. Professionals must be mindful that the children they encounter may be experiencing harm or neglect, therefore, building trust will be imperative.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

There are many similarities when it comes to safeguarding adults and children in Wales. They both adhere to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures which are in place to protect both adults and children from harm and abuse (Welsh Government, 2019).  However, there is a contrasting difference within the WSP19 legislation for safeguarding children at risk and adults at risk. To start off with a significant difference between adults and children, the topic of capacity arises. As discussed at length in the previous task, determining an adult’s capacity surrounding their insight regarding the current safeguarding concern in question is paramount. This is governed by the Mental Capacity Act part 15 [MCA] (UK Government, 2005). 

Contrasting this to children’s, the MCA part 15 (UK Government, 2005) does not apply to children, children are categorised at anything under the age of 16 years old. Therefore, consent is not required in order for a professional to intervene, if they suspect a child is at risk of abuse or neglect, they have a legal authority to investigate further, in order to safeguard a child (Children’s Act, 1989). 

Once an adult is deemed as having capacity, a professional must gain consent from that adult to pursue their safeguarding investigation, considering an individual’s right to use their voice and make unwise decisions about their life, as long as they re-iterate the risks and concerns the professionals have (Wales safeguarding procedures, 2019). The Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 (Welsh Government) embed an individual’s right to their voice and control into their core principles. Should an individual be deemed as lacking capacity even after all efforts have been made to ensure effective communication occurs (section 2, MCA05), then the professionals and advocates involved must act on the individual’s behalf and collectively make decisions in their best interest, the best interest guidance is governed by the MCA05 also.
This leads into the topic of Deprivation of liberty [DOLS] which only occurs in adults, the Court of Protection may permit depriving an adult of their liberty typically in their own home, a care home or a hospital. DOLS occurs when an individual's liberty might be limited in order to keep them from harm. DOLS is an amendment from the MCA05. 
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