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Model – Situational Crime Prevention (SCP)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_LCwNbmQP][bookmark: _Int_f9G1wEhX]In a time where crime is as relevant as ever, police officers need to plan ahead. By looking at crime statistics, officers are able to see where there seem to be areas more susceptible to crime than others. It would be impossible to police these areas on a permanent basis, so to help reduce the opportunity for crime, the principle of Situational Crime Prevention has been introduced. The concept is to introduce crime reduction methods in these areas, such as CCTV, increasing Street lighting, reducing opportunities, and neighborhood watch schemes. They aim to increase more police patrols. The idea is to make the risk greater than the reward, thus deterring any opportunist from committing crime. According to (Braga and others, 20019b). Working with other agencies (such as hospitals, bars and clubs, local authorities) the police can improve strategies to combat crime. Utilising data from hospitals over drink related admittance, local authorities about vandalism, bars etc over drug and alcohol related matters (Bullock and others, 2006). These can help police improve and target areas and times when there are spikes in these activities. The police can adopt the use of the SARA model (Clarke and Ecke, 2003).

 Main body
The objective of situational crime prevention (SCP) is strategic approach to lowering crime rates, to change the circumstances that allow crimes to occur by concentrating on the immediate environment. Instead of just concentrating on the criminal themselves (College of Policing, 2022 a).  
It focuses on the conditions that give rise to criminal activity. It aims to reduce the likelihood of crime by tackling these elements, which include lowering access to crime targets, raising the chances of being detected, and eliminating the rewards for committing crimes.  This report examines the core concepts of situational crime prevention, its strategies, key examples within the UK, and how well these interventions work to lower crime rates. A real time example of this being used is target hardening. (College of Policing 2022 b).
Target hardening in policing refers to strategies that make crime targets more difficult or less appealing to criminals. The approach aims to reduce crime by increasing the physical or psychological barriers that deter criminal activity. In the UK, target hardening is frequently used as part of crime prevention initiatives (Reay, 2021).

A real example of target hardening in the UK is the "Secured by Design" initiative, a national police crime prevention program managed by the UK Police. This program encourages property developers, local authorities, and homeowners to use high-quality security products, such as reinforced doors, windows, and locks, which are tested and approved by police forces. These products are designed to resist common methods of forced entry, such as kicking in doors or smashing windows. The initiative has been credited with reducing burglary rates in areas where these measures are implemented. Statistics following this mention that there were “reductions in crime of up to 87% on new build housing estates, and a 61% on refurbished housing estates as part of their achievement.” (Sheikh.2022).
Another example stated by College of Policing, 2015 is the use of CCTV surveillance in public spaces. In cities like London, large-scale surveillance systems are employed in areas with high crime rates. For instance, the London Congestion Charge Zone utilizes cameras to monitor both traffic and potential criminal activity. The presence of CCTV cameras acts as a deterrent for criminals, knowing they are being monitored. Through the results of a study, it has shown that in areas where CCTV is installed as opposed to areas without, there had been a reduction in crime of 13%. To make better sense it showed a 20% lowering of drug-related crime together with property and vehicular crime dropping by 14% (Monchuk, 2011).
 
SCP is grounded in the rational choice theory, which considers criminals adopt a cost-benefit belief. The theory suggests that offenders are creatures of habit who look at the benefits are greater than any risk taken. SCP works by making the crime more difficult, riskier or less rewarding, thereby discouraging offenders from committing it. Prior to any crime taking place, the offender will evaluate four major choices, should the crime been committed, should it be a recognised target, will it be a one-off action or more often and justifiably to stop or not stop committing the crime (Verbora, 2023).

The Broken Windows Theory is a criminological concept introduced by social scientists in 1982 and is used in today's policing. The theory posits that visible signs of disorder and neglect, such as broken windows, graffiti, and litter, can lead to an increase in crime. The idea is that if minor offenses like vandalism or public disorder are not addressed, it signals to potential offenders that more serious crimes can also go unchecked. This can create an environment where crime flourishes because the community appears to lack social control (Wilson, 1982).  In an attempt to minimise minor offences, the Broken Window policy adopts an attitude of creating a more well-maintained environment that can deter the criminal opportunists. It foresees that if minor offences decrease, then the possibility of more violent or major crime can be reduced, which in turn could lower crime and increase public safety (Gau, 2025).

Both theories stress the significance of actively managing the physical environment to prevent crime from escalating. Situational Crime Prevention (SCP) and Broken Window Theory share the belief that addressing minor signs of disorder and neglect in an environment, such as a broken window, can significantly deter more serious crime by signalling a lack of social control, thereby offering opportunities for criminals to operate more freely. (Adil, 2022) 

There are several advantages to integrating situational crime prevention methods.   The strategy successfully lowers crime while producing significant economic benefits, according to research by Welsh, 2008. Since each approach boosts the other in terms of timing for crime reduction, their integration is possible and improves overall efficiency. Furthermore, it seems more economical to use an integrated approach rather than just one of the strategies. In addition to reducing crime, this combination could have a favourable effect on other areas of society, such as education and health. Clarke, 1997 Stresses that SCP has many advantages and disadvantages some being Clarke highlights that SCP is an instant, cost-effective crime prevention method that lowers the likelihood of criminal activity. He does, however, recognise some of its disadvantages, including the possibility of crime relocation, in which criminals relocate their operations or modify their tactics. Despite this, Clarke contends that SCP is still a useful instrument for preventing crime, particularly when paired with other tactics. Whereas Hayword 2007 believes that situational crime prevention has many disadvantages he argues that SCP oversimplifies criminal behaviour by relying too much on rational choice theory, failing to take into account broader cultural and social factors that influence crime, such as impulsivity, emotions, and societal pressures, cautioning that an over-reliance on SCP measures, such as surveillance and strict environmental controls, can result in an overly controlled society, raising ethical concerns about civil liberties and personal freedoms; and he also questions the long-term efficacy of SCP, Hayward argues that SCP is ineffective because it ignores the deeper structural causes of crime. Due to these criminologists having many different opinions and points of view the overall view of SCP has mixed feelings according to College of policing, 2022c their crime prevention Toolkit shows some very clear data that emphasises the effects of certain innovates too have high, low and mixed feelings some being CCTV that had overall evidence that suggested the intervention has reduced crime and had a very strong effect, whereas neighbourhood Watch had a slightly lower effect which wasn't as strong suggesting mixed feelings. Lastly Crime prevention through environmental design had a very low effect on statistics and reoffending. This is also proven by research with a comparable area showed an average 30% reduction in robbery through 16 studies.




Conclusion 
In conclusion evidence suggests that situational crime prevention is an effective strategy for reducing crime by targeting the environmental and situational factors that make criminal behaviour possible. Through interventions such as target hardening, environmental design (CPTED), surveillance, and access control, UK police forces have successfully reduced crime rates. However, the effectiveness of SCP must be evaluated in terms of both short-term reductions in crime and long-term impacts on community relations and crime displacement. 
For SCP to continue to be effective, police forces must integrate it with broader community engagement efforts and address the potential limitations, such as privacy concerns and the risk of crime displacement. Ultimately, SCP should be seen as part of a multi-faced approach to crime reduction that includes prevention, enforcement, and rehabilitation. (Cornish, D.B. & Clarke, R.V. 2003)
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