Session Two:
 
Long Day's Journey into Night

Eugene O'Neill
 




NOTE:
Whenever you write dialogue please do so legibly so that someone else, as your second character, can read along with you.
In this exercise I want you to write three opening passages for a play. You’re going to be introducing your protagonist. Nothing very dramatic need happen but you have to include a number of expositional ‘facts’ that the audience needs to know. The task is to insert them craftily in such a way that the audience is not sitting there thinking, “O, we’re being spoon fed the facts”. Here are the ‘facts’ about the characters and the basic situation.
1. She went to college to study fine art. She likes the colour red. Her father died when she was eight years old. The college she studied at was a hotbed of left-wing politics. Write this as her side of a telephone conversation
2. He was singer in a college rock-band. He failed to complete the college course. He is overweight. He spoke at her mother’s funeral. Write this as two people who are talking about him (he is not present)
3. She lived abroad for several years. While she was abroad there was civil unrest in her homeland. While she was abroad she met up with an old friend. She reads detective novels. She returned home as the successful executive for a large corporation. Write this as a dialogue over dinner
(Thanks to Noel Greig)
If there’s time (or homework): 
The character in 3 is one of the characters in 2 (the one whose mother died).
Leaving the restaurant in 3, she sees the rock-band character from 2 who is now
a beggar asking her for money.

