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How have the different values and cultural norms within diverse communities impacted upon policing? 

The death of Steven Lawrence had a major impact on policing and how different values and cultural norms within diverse communities impacted on policing. Steven Lawrences death was seen to have not been investigated with the same level of care and precision as it would have been if it was a death of a white person. Police officers were portrayed to be “Racist” by many members of the public. An enquiry and investigation were conducted on The Metropolitan Police and the results of the investigation the Metropolitan Police were seen to be “Institutionally Racist”. This meant the officers investigating the death of Stephen Lawrence were heavily influenced by their beliefs and racist attitudes towards black people and it had a massive effect on how they conducted the investigation and enquires into the death. This called for the IOPC and Sir William Macpherson to investigate into this further and provide the public and the police with their findings and recommendations to change the we police in the UK. 

As a result of Steven Lawrences death, it was vital for the police forces across the United Kingdom to change the way they police and polices were implemented to reflect that. Sir William Macpherson was appointed to lead an inquiry into Steven Lawrences death and the Brixton Riots because of the inquiry it identified a lot of failings from the police, one of these failings being the power to Stop Search. Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) provides police officers with the power to stop and search any person, any vehicle, or anything which is in or on a vehicle, for stolen or prohibited articles, points and blades, or fireworks. Prohibited articles include offensive weapons and articles with which a person is going equipped to steal or cause criminal damage. Section 1(2)(b) gives the accompanying power to detain individuals and vehicles for the purpose of conducting a search (Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984)(College of Policing 2022).

The Macpherson report identified 70 recommendations for police to incorporate in their polices and how the police are governed. One of those recommendations being the recruitment of BME officers within forces. “The Macpherson report recommended that police forces should be representative of the communities they serve, and that targets should be set for recruitment, progression and retention of minority ethnic police officers. But the ten-year targets set by the then Home Secretary, including overall minority ethnic representation of 7% in the service by 2009, were not met. Even by 2020, BME officers represented just 7% of the police service across England and Wales, still far below the 14% of the population in England and Wales who identify as BME. Levels of under representation are most marked among senior ranks: only 4% of officers at or above the rank of chief inspector are from BME backgrounds”(The Macpherson Report: Twenty -Two years on 21-22). The report also highlighted the following Adults from Black and mixed ethnic backgrounds are less likely to have confidence in the police than adults from White or Asian backgrounds, and the confidence gap has widened over the last few years. 67%   of White adults say they believe the police will treat them fairly compared to 56% of Black adults. All victims of crime should feel confident in turning to the police for help. That Black people have much lower expectations than White people that they will be treated fairly and with respect by the police is a matter of deep and serious concern (The Macpherson Report: Twenty-Two Years on 2021-2022).

















































What makes vulnerable young people and adults more at risk of exploitation by criminal gangs?

Within the United Kingdom there has been a significant rise in vulnerable young people and adults becoming involved or exploited to criminal gangs. The Home Office have stated Child Criminal Exploitation is common in county lines and occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18. The victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. Child Criminal Exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology (HM Government, 2018). This is largely down to County Line organisations pinpointing the poorest and urban areas of the United Kingdom (UK) to set up these criminal gangs to recruit and incise children and vulnerable adults. Child Criminal Exploitation is strongly associated with County Lines because to mitigate risk to themselves, criminal gangs use children as young as 12 as runners to transport and distribute drugs using dedicated mobile phones or ‘lines’ (HM Government, 2018). Storrod and Densley support this statement by suggesting that Child Criminal Exploitation does not necessarily involve physical contact, but rather can occur through online ‘remote mothering and online collateral’ on smart phones and social media (Storrod & Densley, 2017, p. 687). County Lines’ is the latest term adopted by police and government agencies to describe the contemporary drug dealing practices of criminal gangs (HM Government, 2018; NCA, 2015, 2016, 2017). 

The UK Government’s definition of County lines is “County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and store the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons (HM Government, 2018).

The National Crime Agency (NCA, 2016) suggests that the ‘County Lines’ model of drug dealing is commonplace, with 71 per cent of British police forces reporting ‘established’ County Lines activity in their force boundaries and 12 per cent reporting an ‘emerging picture’. Children and young adults are often lured into this lifestyle as they are given the opportunity to have money, they would not normally have access to. Which enables them to buy clothes, trainers/shoes, and mobile phones they might not of had the opportunity of owning due to coming from a poor background. The constant income of money entices children, young adults, and vulnerable adults to become more involved with the criminal gangs and often leads them to working their way up the criminal drug chain as they have become money orientated. Briggs (Briggs 2010) supports this by stating the attraction of this lifestyle, that young people admire gang members and aspire to be like them. For young people with little belief in their future prospects, making fast money becomes a personal priority that criminal gangs can exploit. It binds them to a wide range of imaginable horrors that come with the territory, from exposure to normalised heroin and crack use, to risky sexual activity. The Home Office states in their report (2018) one of the key factors found in most cases of county lines exploitation is the presence of some form of exchange (e.g. carrying drugs in return for something). Where it is the victim who is offered, promised, or given something they need or want, the exchange can include both tangible (such as money, drugs or clothes) and intangible rewards (such as status, protection or perceived friendship or affection) (HM Government, 2018). 

Vulnerable adults are targeted by criminal gangs as this is an opportunity to befriend them and eventually entice them into a false friendship which involves the criminal gangs taking advantage of the vulnerable adult and taking over their properties to store and run their drug operations through. It has also been known for criminal gangs to take over the homes of their drug users as it is an easier option for them to entice them to hand over their property for a payment of drugs. Spicer (2019) Dealers gain access to these properties either by befriending the victims before taking over their homes, by offering ‘free’ drugs in return for use of the property, by threats of or actual violence, or by inducing drug debts which must be ‘repaid’. This is often referred to as cuckooing. In the NCA (2015) report they describe cuckooing as a way in which gang members exploit local drug users by paying them with drugs, or by encouraging them to build up a drug debt to exploit this and live temporarily in their premises. Vulnerable adults who are most likely to fall victims to cuckooing are people with disabilities, suffering with mental health issues, drug-users, elderly people who are suffering with loneliness and are seeking a friendship or companionship, Homeless people and people who are suffering with a low income and poverty. 





























How effective is MAPPA as a means of managing offenders?














































Why is it necessary for independent bodies (i.e. IOPC) to hold police officers accountable?


It is necessary for independent bodies such as the Independent (IOPC) to hold police officers accountable for their actions as it is important for the public to see that police will hold their own police officers accountable for their actions and display transparency. It is vitally important to build a relationship with the public and for them to have confidence in the police as this will support police officers further down the line with enquires and investigations. It is important for the public to see police officers learn from their mistakes and implement improvements and new structures to policing to prevent mistakes happening in the future. Cases of perceived misconduct can reduce community trust and confidence in the legitimacy of police (Weitzer, 2002), which in turn can impact legal compliance (Fagan & Tyler, 2005) and community co-operation (Murphy, Hinds & Fleming, 2008). Police abuse of power can lead to miscarriages of justice (Ransley, 2002), this can result to having lethal consequences for citizens (IPCC, 2011; Miller et al., 2017; Porter, 2013). Trust between law enforcement agencies and the people they protect and serve is essential in a democracy. It is key to the stability of our communities, the integrity of our criminal justice system, and the safe and effective delivery of policing services (President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing (2015, p. 1). 

The metropolitan police have been a major talking point in the news and the press as of late for various IOPC investigations regarding officer’s conduct on and off duty.  
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