Reflective report
I started with the initial dissertation question ‘How is Mary Magdalene portrayed in the four Gospels?’, which I decided I would approach from a feminist lens. I chose the question at the time as I have a keen interest in reading biblical scripture from a gender perspective. Furthermore, I felt it was a topic that I would have lots of resources to engage in. However, when I then came to doing research, I discovered that a lot of literature was available on the misrepresentation of Magdalene throughout history. I struggled to find and access resources specifically on Magdalene’s portrayal in the New Testament Gospels. As a result, I naively did not do a lot of research before submitting my first proposal. Consequently, my first proposal was vague, and underdeveloped in how I would approach the question from a feminist perspective. 
Hence, my first proposal being undeveloped was an issue which was discussed in my first supervision meeting. To resolve this, it was discussed that I needed to narrow down my topic. To achieve this, I decided that I would look at Magdalene in only two Gospels, Mark and Luke. This would allow me more scope to critically compare Magdalene’s portrayal. Furthermore, it was discussed that I needed to distinguish how I would approach the question from a feminist lens. 
Therefore, to sharpen my topic, I was sent some scholarship by my supervisors on character and characterization in the Gospel of Luke. Especially beneficial and interesting to me was a chapter called, A Woman’s Touch: Manual and Emotional Dynamics of Female Characters in Luke’s Gospel. This made me realize that I wanted to look at women characters in the Gospel of Luke from a feminist lens.  
However, I was tentative in changing my question because I knew that I did not have the time to change my question again. Therefore, learning from the mistakes I made on my first proposal; I did lots of research into women in the Gospel of Luke to make sure I was confident on the topic. A useful resource in establishing my topic was A Feminist Companion to Luke, which included lots of resources on female followers of Jesus. As a result, I decided I would look at how Luke portrays female followers. 
However, at the time I struggled to find a common thread that would link the female followers. To solve this, I consulted with my supervisors, and I retrieved some commentaries on Luke which helped me to define the overall portrayal of the women from a literary and theological level. I discovered that all the women are portrayed as being faithful hearers and responders to the gospel message. Therefore, my dissertation question now stands at, ‘‘How are Mary the mother of Jesus, Martha and Mary, and Mary Magdalene characterized as faithful believers in the Gospel of Luke?’ 
Momentarily, my dissertation has two aims. The first aim is to examine how Luke portrays the women from a literary perspective through characterization. This will be achieved by examining the emotional and physical responses of the women followers towards Jesus. The second aim is to analyze the women from a feminist perspective. This will include how Luke portrays the women in comparison to male figures and male disciples. 
To achieve these aims, I began by focusing on Magdalene’s portrayal, having already done research for my initial question. Adding on from previous research, I consulted some commentaries of Luke. Specifically interesting was how Magdalene was portrayed in contrast to the male disciples, most notably Peter. As a result, research questions arose in how the portrayal of the male disciples affects Magdalene’s portrayal. Considering this, I found some scholarship on masculinity in Luke, Unmanly men: refiguration's of masculinity in Luke-Acts, which I will use to help further develop my feminist analysis of Magdalene. I will aim to argue that Magdalene’s faithfulness is enhanced in comparison to the male disciples who do not believe the women in their admission of Jesus’ resurrection. 
[bookmark: _Int_0cdJ2l3R]In examining Mary, the mother of Jesus, I aim to articulate how Jesus’ mother is characterized as a loyal, steadfast believer who obediently contemplates and responds to God’s plan. I aim to contrast Jesus’ mothers' portrayal with Zechariah’s questioning response. However, taking notes from supervisor feedback, I need to continue to develop layers within my argument. Therefore, to enhance my critical reading of Jesus’ Mother, I aim to include feminist perspectives which argue that even though Jesus’ mother is shown as being a perfect disciple, she is characterized this way to fulfill her female role as a mother. 
Furthermore, having done research, I aim to articulate that in Luke Martha and Mary both symbolize faithful responses to Jesus. Mary is characterized as a disciple, whilst Martha is portrayed as being loyal in her hospitality and servitude. However, through a feminist lens, I aim to argue that although the women are not characterized in contrast to any males, Luke pits the two women against one another to portray two kinds of faithful believers.  
[bookmark: _Int_RpfpxFTI]To develop my work, further reading on Mary the Mother of Jesus and Martha and Mary from a feminist perspective is needed. This will be achieved by consulting works by feminist scholars. Furthermore, to enhance the critical analysis within my feminist response, I need to examine the various methodological approaches. This will be achieved by reading, Choosing the Better Part: women in the Gospel of Luke, which outlines various feminist methodological approaches.
At the moment, I am at the stage of writing my dissertation chapter by chapter. The first chapter will be on Mary, the mother of Jesus, the second chapter on Martha and Mary, and the third chapter on Mary Magdelene’s portrayal. I decided this would best suit the layout of the essay, with the women being discussed in order of their appearance in Luke. However, I acknowledge this may change during the writing process. However, to cope with any changes, I will follow my project plan to keep on track of my progress.  










Project plan
	Block 1 
	· Discuss with potential supervisor research topics
· Choose dissertation topic/question
· Further research dissertation topic-consolidate readings 
· Write first proposal to submit (including bibliography)

	Block 2 
	· Supervisor meeting to discuss first proposal 
· Use feedback from supervisor meeting - narrow down/broaden topic 
· Continue extensive reading 
· Assert final dissertation question 
· Continue extensive reading/planning 
· Write reflective report- see progress so far
Submit reflective report by deadline
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss progress 
· Use any feedback from supervisor meeting going forward in the writing process 

	Block 3 
	· Reading/planning for chapter 1 
· Write draft of chapter 1 (extra reading) 
· Send to supervisors to review 
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss draft 
· Use feedback to make changes 
· Write final of chapter 1 

	Block 4 
	· Reading/planning for chapter 2
· Write draft of chapter 2 (extra reading) 
· Send to supervisors to review
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss draft  
· Use feedback to make changes 
· Write final of chapter 2 

	
	· Reading/planning for chapter 3
· Write draft of chapter 3 (extra reading). 
· Send to supervisors to review 
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss draft 
· Use feedback to make changes 
· Write final of chapter 3 

	Block 5 
	· Prep for oral dissertation presentation (create PowerPoint and write the presentation speech). 
· Practice presenting/reading presentation aloud 
· Give oral dissertation presentation
· Submit PowerPoint presentation by 8th April 2025
· Have supervisor meeting to discuss progress 

	
	· Write draft introduction (up to 1,000 words) 
· Send draft introduction to supervisors to review 
· Rewrite and organize introduction using feedback from supervisors
· Proofread final introduction 

	Block 6 
	· Write draft conclusion (at least 500 words)
· Send draft conclusion to supervisors to review 
· Rewrite conclusion using feedback from supervisors 
· [bookmark: _Int_Hd9eHpQS]Proofread final conclusion 
· Attach bibliography to final submission 

	
	· Final meeting with supervisors to discuss final draft 
· Rewrite any changes using feedback from supervisors 
· Final review (check spelling, punctuation, grammar and layout of bibliography). 
· Submit final dissertation by May 7th, 2025
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